What’s Happening in Downtown Fort William

                                     Moving Forward Together 
                                    June 2008 Progress Update

Here are a few of the positive activities that have and are happening as compiled by the Fort William Neighbourhood Renewal Team. 

A New Name 

· The growing citizen preference is to call this area, the “Downtown Fort William Neighbourhood”.

A Neighbourhood Office 

· Staff in place to work with others to renew the neighbourhood 

- Frank Wilson, Downtown Development Coordinator (2 year contract)

- Scott Erdman, Planning Officer (1 year internship). Part time

· Volunteer Neighbourhood Renewal Team formed to help coordinate ( June 2007).

· Interactive web site so community can share information and be connected. (www.thunderbay.ca/fortwilliamneighbourhood).

Upgrades in Victoriaville Centre

· New flooring installed throughout the Centre

· Major interior upgrades to walls, ceiling & floors in McKellar wing corridor.

· New canopy above entrance to McKellar wing (adjacent to Quality Market).

· Enhanced security measures.

New Offices in Victoriaville area
· Star Tek locates in Centre and employs 250 

· Wasaya Group sets up administrative office –Centennial Square

· St. Joseph’s Care Group relocates programs and 100 employees

· City’s IT (Computer) Department

· 211 Information Centre serving northern Ontario  (Lakehead Social Planning Council)

Victoriaville Parkade Upgraded

· New exterior look (walls painted & decorative trim added).

· Interior improvements made to floors, lights, elevators and stairwells.

· City employees directed to use upper floors to better accommodate short-term visitors.

Derelict Buildings Demolished 

· St. Louis Hotel

· Old Shelter House

· Crafts Canada building

· 4 buildings on Simpson Street (coming down soon) 

Streetscape & Infrastructure Improved 

· Sewer and water mains replaced on Syndicate Avenue and May Street.

· Decorative streetlights, sidewalks and trees added to Syndicate & May.

· City parking lot paved (lot next to Brodie Street Library).

· Victoria & Simpson BIA’s to install new street banners in Business Improvement Areas (summer 2008).

· Neighbourhood Office to install similar street banners in adjacent locations (2008).

Private Sector Investments

· Superior Propane - relocated sales & administrative  offices to Thunder Bay in West Arthur Place

· Former McKellar Hospital being redeveloped:

- Man-Shield (N.W.O.) Construction - Shoppers Drug Mart & Plaza

- Habib Enterprises – McKellar Place Retirement Home & Offices

· Habib Enterprises – converting former F.W.C.I. high school to condominiums, townhouses and independent gym

· Caledonia Properties - renovating 311-319 E. Victoria (home of Fresh Air Experience, Tools Wood & Axels Plumbing)

· Quality Market – completing major upgrades to grocery store in Centennial Square

· Bell Canada – returned from Balmoral Avenue to former Vickers Street location 

· Thunder Bay Testing – now leasing entire floor of Chapples Building

· Philpot & Delgaty - leasing former TD Bank location in Centennial Square

. 

Business Improvement Areas 

· The Victoria Ave. BIA  continues to work to improve the downtown by
hosting a series of public meetings to provide input & resolve concerns with the          disruptions during the May St reconstruction

· providing the large tree and light display for Christmas in Paterson Park 
· contributing to the annual Christmas Open House held in November

· funding new banners, improved decorative tree lighting and other beautification projects in 2008
· providing security patrols on weekends from midnight to 6 am
· participating with others in the annual Spring Up to Clean Up campaign

· collaborating with other business areas on future initiatives
· The Simpson St BIA has continued to host the Easter  Egg Hunt at Charry Park

· They also have restored the clock at Charry’s corner  
New Provincial Courthouse 

· Two consecutive City Councils passed Resolutions stating downtown Fort William was their preferred location for new courthouse.

· Support for Resolution from Bill Mauro, M.P.P., City Intergovernmental Affairs Committee, Victoria Avenue BIA, Fort William Renewal Team & others.

· City providing input to the Ontario Government in their evaluation of potential sites

Safety Initiatives

· Eye in the Street cameras installed in key corridors to help monitor activity, dispatch police and obtain convictions.

· Brighter streetlights installed on May Street during street reconstruction.

· Safety Forum, hosted by 6 partnering groups in April 2007, collected broad public input on safety concerns & ideas. Findings being used to develop and enhance various safety initiatives

· Police hired to monitor evening activity at Brodie & Water St Bus Terminals

· Citizens’ Patrol established in cooperation with Neighbourhood Police.  

· Recreational activities for youth organized by community volunteers. Events held during the summer months in the vicinity of Neighbourhood Police office.

· To help keep needles off the streets, secure disposal boxes installed in 4 downtown locations.

· City police implementing new anti-gang strategy with funding from province.

Bylaw Changes

· New property standards bylaw passed to help ensure higher standards of upkeep. (Effective January 2009.)

· City-wide review and update of zoning by-laws will take place in coming year.

Arts, Heritage & Culture Developments

· Idea of building new central library rejected by Library Board. Instead Brodie Street Library is to serve as a key hub. New elevator installed.

· McKellar Park School parents led initiative with Churchill High School students and 600 volunteers and built new playground and gardens at the School.

· Thunder Bay Museum completed addition and working to restore original exterior of building.

· Ahsanul Habib willing to donate the former Capitol Theatre building as a performing arts centre. Community groups welcome offer and are currently examining feasibility. 

· Century-old façade of the former CIBC Bank saved from demolition by Habib Enterprises following a major fire.

· Art displays in empty store windows helping improve appearance of area.

· Pilot Mural Grant Program launched. Publicly visible murals in the downtown “telling our stories” as a multicultural community are eligible for a 75% grant in 2008.

· Historical display boards with original photographs and descriptions of historic buildings/events are being proposed for sites in the downtown.

Parking Initiatives

· Free 2-hour customer parking at meters on Saturdays. 

· Meters removed from under utilized streets (Violet, North, Miles, George).

· Merchant requests for free 2-hour customer parking on Brodie, Victoria, Violet, Miles, North & George St during May St. reconstruction approved by Council...

· Snow banks efficiently removed in downtown after major snowstorm in Dec.  2007.
Aboriginal & Community Initiatives

· City seeks to work together with aboriginal peoples and created new Aboriginal Liaison position.

· Downtown Development Coordinator participating in Aboriginal Interagency Council.

· Aboriginal representative on Downtown Fort William Renewal Team.

· Federal Government providing 5-year funding for Thunder Bay Urban Aboriginal Strategy: Neighbourhood Capacity Building Program with projects running at McKellar Park School.

· Ontario Native Women’s Association is studying an  Aboriginal Community Centre.

Community Initiatives

· New Rotary Shelter House built on George St to provide emergency shelter needs

· Provincial funding for Dilico Youth Outreach Worker program in Thunder Bay.  Office is located in Downtown Fort William.

· Since June 2005 the United Way has funded “Action for Neighbourhood Change” (ANC) in the Simpson-Ogden neighbourhood.  ANC works with the community to find ways to revitalize this area. Outcomes to date include:

· Creation of first charitable neighbourhood association in Canada known as “Evergreen: A United Neighbourhood”. Evergreen recently won a prestigious Canadian Urban Leadership Award through the Urban Leadership Institute of Canada.

· Fifty metal garbage cans have been painted and adopted by residents.

· The Trash Bashers organize neighbourhood clean-ups happen every Wednesday evening in pre-selected block areas.

· The Back Lane Solar Light Project is improving safety in the area.

· The Simpson/Ogden Housing Project is currently looking at city bylaws on derelict housing.

· Numerous neighbourhood recreation activities, arts projects, socials and events have been held.

· A new YouthScape initiative funded to engage, marginalized and vulnerable youth aged 13-29  in Thunder Bay & the Simpson-Ogden area

Parks, Recreation & Green Spaces

· Ogden/Simpson & East End Veggie Garden Project is providing community gardens.

· They are developing new garden on a large empty lot on Simpson St in 2008

· Upgrades to the Kaministikwia River Heritage Park  include improvements to portable washroom,  new  picnic tables and new lighting in the pedestrian underpass

· Other aspects being pursed include a canoe/kayak launch site & trails along the river.

Public Office & School Investments

· City Hall needed repairs & upgrades of $3M begin in June 2008 to March 2009 

· Addition & upgrades at Pope John Paul II Senior Elementary School on Franklin St.

We welcome your comments  www.thunderbay.ca/fortwillliamneighbourhood  or call  625-2410
