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Why Thunder Bay
Thunder Bay is a thriving business centre nestled in a breathtaking landscape. Natural resources abound, making 
forestry and mining historical key industries for the region. With a focus on investment and diversification, Thunder Bay 
has created a stable and competitive business environment capable of supporting innovation in a variety of sectors 
including mining, aviation, health sciences and advanced manufacturing. Thunder Bay’s central location within Canada 
and access to US and international markets through its extensive transportation network allow businesses to use 
Thunder Bay as a key location in their supply chain.

The Opportunity

After many years of reliable service 
Ontario Power Generating Station (OPG) 
has shut down and is in the process 
of decommissioning its Thunder Bay 
Generating Station. We at the Thunder 
Bay CEDC are working with OPG to 
search for a suitable client that would 
be interested in procuring the site to 
repurpose this large facility into another 
type of business.   What follows is a 
brief description of the generating  site, 
Thunder Bay and its assets, location and 
people. For more information please 
contact us through the coordinates on 
the last page.

Canada is the only county in the world to achieve a top 3 ranking in all categories. 
Source: KPMG Competitive Alternatives 2016  
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The Site

The Ontario Power Generation Inc. owned site is 74 hectares (183 acres), including a 20 hectare (50 acre) water lot, located on 
Mission Island in Thunder Bay. The purpose of the facility was to produce up to 326 MW of 115 KV power to the Hydro One power 
grid. In 2014, one of the coal fired boilers was converted to burn advanced wood pellets in order to eliminate the use of coal.  With 
the announcement of a new 650 MW tie line and major reduction of the Northwestern Ontario paper industry, the power station 
has become surplus to the needs of the power grid. This facility has the ability to draw fresh water from the world’s largest lake, 
Lake Superior, and to discharge water. It has water and sewage treatment plants, an open ash landfill site on land leased from 
the City of Thunder Bay, and a waste water treatment system. It has access to a world class material handling system on McKellar 
Island (via an underground portal) that can unload unit trains of commodities with access to ocean and domestic shipping, an 
onsite large vessel dock, and rail access to Canadian Pacific could be restored.  In addition to high voltage power connections, it 
also has the possibility  to connect up to natural gas.

Neebing River

Ne
eb

in
g-

McI
nt

yr
e

Fl
oo

dw
ay

McKellar River

Mission River

Ka ministiquia River

PACIFIC AVE

MCGREGOR AVE

ISABELLA ST E

MURRAY AVE

FO
R

D
 S

T
 S

DEASE ST

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

 S
T

 N

F
O

R
D

S
T

N

CAMERON ST

DONALD ST E

MOODIE ST E

EMPIRE AVE E

MILES ST E

VICTORIA AVE E

KI
NG

SW
AY

SI
M

PS
O

N 
ST

S
YN

DI
CA

TE
AV

E
S

M
C

K
E

L
LA

R
 S

T 
N

ARTHUR ST E

B
R

U
N

S
W

IC
K

 S
T

 S

SOUTHERN AVE

PARKWAY DR E

B
R

O
D

IE
 S

T
 N

M
A

Y
 S

T
 N

PACIFIC AVE

CHRISTIE ST

PIPER AVE

W
IL

E
Y

 S
T

M
C

K
E

L
LA

R
 S

T 
N

A
R

C
H

IB
A

LD
 S

T 
N

GEORGEST

V
IC

K
E

R
S

 S
T 

N

SILLS ST

CHURCHILL DR E

FO
R

D
 S

T
 S

RIVERVIEW DR E

FO
R

D
 S

T
 N

BETHUNE ST

DONALD ST E

A
N

E
M

K
I D

R

M
IS

SI
O

N
 R

D

FINLAYSON ST

VALOUR PL

L
IT

T
LE

LA
K

E
R

D

LEITH ST

LITT

L
E

L
A

K
E

C

RES

CUMMINGST

M
C

LEO
D

 ST

ISLAND DR

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

 S
T

 S

OGDEN ST

V
IC

K
E

R
S

 S
T 

S

S
P

R
A

G
U

E
 S

T

10
5T

H
 A

V
E

10
8T

H
 A

V
E

H
A

R
O

L
D

 S
T

 N

T A
R

B
U

T
T

S
T

S

MCNAUGHTON ST

LI
LL

IE
 S

T
 S

M
A

Y
 S

T
 S

TA
R

B
U

T
T 

S
T

 S

11
0T

H
 A

V
E

H
Y

D
E

 P
A

R
K

 A
V

E

ATLANTIC AVE

O
A

K
W

O
O

D
 S

T

LE
G

IO
N

 T
R

A
C

K
 D

R

M
A

R
K

S
 S

T 
N

H
A

R
O

L
D

 S
T

 N

M
CM

UR
RA

Y 
ST

COLLINS PL

N
O

R
A

H
 S

T 
S

TA
R

B
U

T
T 

S
T

 S

CUMMING ST B
R

O
D

IE
 S

T
 N

W
AT

ER
LO

O
 S

T 
S

NORTHERN AVE

RIDGEWAY ST E

G
R

E
Y

 S
T MOODIE ST E

RANKIN ST

M
IN

N
E

S
O

TA
 S

T

ISABELLA ST E

10
6T

H
 A

V
E

R
O

S
S

 S
T

M
C

IN
TO

S
H

 S
T

NOR AH
CR

ES

M
C

LA
U

G
H

LIN
 ST

ROWAND ST

M
C

BA
IN

 ST

HERON ST

RANKIN ST

MCGREGOR AVE

B
A

L
M

O
R

A
L 

S
T

IS
L

A
N

D
 D

R

N
O

R
A

H
 S

T 
N

FO
R

D
 S

T
 N

105TH ST

BEGIN ST E

HA
RD

IS
TY

ST
N

C
A

TH
E

R
IN

E
 S

T

B
R

O
D

IE
 S

T
 S

M
A

R
K

S
 S

T 
S

104TH ST

SILLS ST

WALNUT ST

W
E

S
T

B
U

R
Y

CR
ES

B
R

O
D

IE
 S

T
 N

106TH ST

103RD ST

LU
CI

 C
T

104 T
H

S
T

DO
CK

 S
T

B
A

L
M

O
R

A
L 

S
T

HARO
LD

CR
ES

BEGIN PL

WOLF ST

TA
R

B
U

T
T 

S
T

 N

WILL
O

W

PL

DEASE ST

W
E

S
T

V
IE

W
P

L

B
E

S
S

IE
 A

V
E

K
E

L
LY

 S
T

M
O

R
TI

M
E

R
 A

V
E

E
R

N
E

S
TI

N
E

 A
V

E

FREDERICA ST E

AMELIA ST E

FRANCIS ST E

BROCK ST E

MARY ST E

GORE ST E

CHRISTINA ST E

11
0T

H
 A

V
E

K
IN

G
S

LE
Y

 A
V

E

B
E R

NA
RD

S
T

CITY RD

R

U SKIN

C
R

E
S

GREY

C
R

E
S

BAFFIN ST
C

H
A

P
P

LES
D

R

BACK ST

D
A

R
R

EL
AV

E

105TH ST

KA
M

 R
D

WALSH ST E

MI

MI

MI

MI

MI

R1

R2

R3

C1

C5

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

C5

C1

R3

R1

R3

R1

R2

R2

R2

R2

R1

R1

R1

R1

R3

R1

R1

R1

C1

C5

C1
R2

C1

R2

R2

R3

R1

C1

R2

R2

R2

C5

R2

R1

R3

R2

R1

R1

R1

R2

C5

R1

C2

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2
R2

R1

R1

R2

R2

R2

R2

R2

C1

R2

R2

R1

R1

R2

R2

R1

R2

R2

R2

R2

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

FD

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS
OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS
OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

IN3

IN3

IN1

IN3

IN5

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN2

IN2

IN2

IN2

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN2

IN1

IN1

IN2

IN3

IN2

IN3

IN2 IN2

IN3

IN5

IN2

IN3

IN2

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN2

IN3

IN2

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN5

IN3

IN3

IN3
IN3

IN3 IN3

IN1

IN5

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN3

IN5

IN3

IN3

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP EP

EP

EPEP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

EP

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

C1

NC3

NC3

R2-H

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3

NC3 NC3

MU1

MU2

MU2

MU1
MU2

MU2

MU1

MU2
MU2

MU2

MU2

MU1

MU1

MU2

MU1

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU1

MU1

MU1 MU1

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU1

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU1

MU2

MU1

MU1

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU2

MU1

MU1

MU1

C1-H

C1-H

C4-A

C1-H

Jun 2019
Disclaimer:
The information on this map is provided for general mapping purposes
only.The Corporation of the City of Thunder Bay does not warrant the 
quality accuracy or completeness of any information contained or depicted
herein and that this information is provided “as is”. The Corporation of the
City of Thunder Bay will not be liable or held responsible for the use or
misuse of information or material depicted on this map, or any loss or 
damage resulting thereof.
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Building "Elevation 608'  

Plan Dimensions"
Number of 

floors
Administration 
building 123' x 37' 4

U1 
Powerhouse 356' x 111' Varies, highest 

elevation = 129'
U2/3 
Powerhouse 370' x 260' Varies, highest 

elevation = 228'
Water 
Treatment 
Plant

173' x 143' 1

MTCE shop/
stores 173' x 143' 1

Construction 
Warehouse 80' x 60' 1

FAS garage 78' x 185' 1
Note: Buildings are irregular in shape, dimensions given are for 
estimation purposes only
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Location/Transportation Network

kilometers from the  
Pigeon River crossing  

to the US market 

70

6th

3rd

Rail
Access to 2 major railways, 
Canadian National (CN) & 
Canadian Pacific (CP). 

Provides access across 
Canada, through the US, and 
ports on 3 coasts.

Road
300 km/186 mi to  
Interstate 35 linking to  
to the US-Mexico border.

346 km/215 mi from the  
Fort Frances/International 
Falls border crossing.

Water
Largest outbound port on the 
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
Seaway System.

One of Canada’s largest 
warehousing and trans-
shipment complexes.

largest 
port in 
Canada

busiest 
airport in 
Ontario

kilometers of CN Rail track 
through Canada & US

20,000

Air
2 hour flight from  
major centres in the  
US and Canada.

Airport moves over 800,000 
passengers per year.

Demographics

The City of Thunder Bay is home to 
121,621 residents, but the district of 
Thunder Bay expands the population 
to approximately 146,048. Over 15,000 
Thunder Bay residents identify as part 
of an aboriginal population, with First 
Nations being the largest group with 
over 12,000 people followed by Métis 
with 3,000 people and 100 who identify 
as Inuit. With a proud multi-cultural 
heritage and deep Aboriginal roots, 
Thunder Bay is one of the most culturally 
diverse communities of its size in North 
America. 

The city of Thunder Bay has an educated 
and dedicated labour force of 61,690 
people. 61% of adults in Thunder Bay 
possess a post-secondary education 
which is a higher rate than any 
other OECD country. With the recent 
development and investment in R&D, 
Thunder Bay has been building a 
knowledge based economy with diverse 
job opportunities. Investments such as 
the Northern Ontario Medical School and 
Thunder Bay Regional Health Research 
Institute have attracted world class 
experts to Thunder Bay.

Thunder Bay is also home to many skilled 
trades people. Thunder Bay District has 
over 900 active apprentices and over 
3,000 active journey persons. These 
trades people are skilled in developing 
projects and maintaining equipment 
across all industry sectors.

61% of  
adults in Thunder Bay 

possess a post-secondary 
education which  

is a higher rate than any 
other OECD country.

Low Taxes
Ontario has a combined provincial 
(11.5%) and federal (15%) corporate 
income tax rate of 26.5%, making 
Ontario’s combined general federal-
provincial CIT rate lower than the 
average of G20 countries and lower 
than the average federal plus state 
CIT rate in the United States.

Low Site and Building Costs
Thunder Bay offers extremely 
competitive land costs, construction 
costs, and zero development 
charges, making it an ideal location 
for expansion and new construction. 
Thunder Bay has a large amount of 
land zoned for new development, 
offering commercial, industrial, and 
aviation space. 

Low Healthcare Costs
One area in which Canadian 
companies are much more 
competitive than their US 
counterparts is healthcare. Ontario 
has a universal healthcare system, 
which means that average employer 
health costs per year for companies 
based in Ontario are 1/3 of the cost  
of the US average.

Ontario Italy Germany France

26% 27%
30%

34%

Canada
Healthcare

Costs

US
Healthcare

Costs

1 3

up to 
$157 

per m2

up to 
$310 

per m2

Thunder
Bay

$0
City of

Vancouver
City of
Toronto

Northern Ontario  
Heritage Fund Corporation
The NOHFC provides financial 
assistance to businesses that are 
committed to the economic growth 
and diversification of Northern 
Ontario. NOHFC also provides 
internship programs and incentive 
programs for R&D, Apprenticeship 
Tax Credit, and wage subsidies.

SR&ED
This federal program supports 
businesses that are investing in 
innovation. Companies that complete 
scientific research and experimental 
development in Canada may qualify 
for tax rebates through the SR&ED 
program.

FedNor
Focused on supporting businesses in 
the North, FedNor provides funding 
assistance for community projects 
as well as private sector initiatives 
designed to improve the economic 
and social well-being of the North. 
FedNor also offers internship 
programs.

$260M
Has been invested 

through FedNor 
since 2011 

35%

Refundable Investment 
Tax Credit offered to 
Canadian Controlled 
Private Corporations 
on qualified expenses

50%

Funding up to 
50% on eligible 

project costs
 

Incentives / Funding Programs 



Thunder Bay CEDC 
Thunder Bay’s CEDC Team is here to support you 

while you start, or expand your business in Thunder 
Bay. Our dedicated Development Officers are local 

experts that can connect you with other leaders 
to learn more about the business environment 
in Thunder Bay. We also assist with: discussing 

opportunities or available sites, collection of 
statistics, financial or legal options, booking site 
visits, providing referrals, and acting as a liaison. 

PO Box 800  
Suite 201,  

34 Cumberland Street North  
Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada   

P7C 5K4 

Tel: (807) 625-3960  
Toll Free: 1-800-668-9360 (North America)  

Fax: (807) 623-3962 

Email:  develop@thunderbay.ca  
Website: www.ThunderBayCEDC.ca

Talent Pool by Occupation 
Total 
Labour 
Force

Employment Rate

Participation Rate

61,690

61%

64%

Construction
8%

Manufacturing
5%

Agriculture, FFMOG, 
& Utilities

4%

Wholesale and 
retail trade

15%

Transportation
and warehousing

6%
Finance, insurance, 
real estate, rental 

and leasing
4%

Professional, scientific 
and technical services

5%

Educational services
10%

Health care 
and social 
assistance

18%

Information, 
culture and 
recreation

5%

Accommodation 
and food services

8%

Other services
(except public 
administration)

4%

Public administration
6%

Business, building 
and other support services

2%


