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THUNDER BAY

SUPPORTING AND 
ENHANCING BUSINESS

CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Thunder Bay’s museums, galleries and 

attractions reflect a culturally diverse community 

with deep Aboriginal and European roots. The City 

is one of six most culturally diverse communities 

of our size in North America. Thunder Bay is 

home to the only fully professional orchestra 

between Toronto and Winnipeg. 

FILM

The film community in Thunder Bay offers 

a full range of pre-production, production 

and post-production services for clients 

in the City and to out of town producers. 

The Confederation College film program 

is one of the best community college film 

programs in Canada advancing the use 

of film, video, multimedia and electronic 

technologies for students across a variety 

of platforms and sectors.
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CEDC  is responsible for business development, retention and 

expansion, entrepreneurial support, opportunity promotion, and 

the collection and assessment of key business data. Incorporated 

in 2006, CEDC is an arms length Community Development 

Corporation led by an independent board with core funding from 

the City of Thunder Bay.

CEDC receives formal proposals for projects that will contribute to 

economic development. It responds quickly to new opportunities 

and initiatives to attract direct financial involvement from 

government and private sectors. CEDC’s staff will assist businesses 

in attaining essential information for their decision making.

Located within CEDC’s administrative office, the Thunder Bay and 

district Entrepreneur Centre provides seminars, workshops and 

free and confidential business counselling services to new and 

existing small businesses.

THUNDER BAY

As the geographical centre of North America and 

the largest metropolitan centre in Northwestern 

Ontario, Thunder Bay has a population of over 

1�09,000 residents. Historically, the City’s location as a 

gateway to vast tracks of wilderness made it a strong 

participant in resource industries like the fur trade and 

forestry. Today, Thunder Bay and Northwestern Ontario 

are demonstrating the capacity to build and sustain a 

knowledge-based economy that provides a diversity of 

good jobs and academic opportunities for our citizens. 

The Northern Ontario Medical School, Canada’s first 

new medical school opened in 2005. The Thunder 

Bay Regional Research Institute is pioneering a new 

standard of excellence in the clinical investigation 

of novel molecular imaging-based diagnostic 

technologies for disease prevention, early detection 

and image-guided treatment. 

THUNDER BAY 
COMMUNITY 
ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION (CEDC)
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HEALTH

Thunder Bay has one major 

hospital, the Thunder Bay 

Regional Health Sciences Centre.  

Other health-care services include 

the St. Joseph’s Care Group which 

operates long term care centres 

such as the Lakehead Psychiatric 

Hospital, St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

and Hogarth Riverview Manor. It is 

also home to a variety of smaller 

medical and dental clinics.

EDUCATION 

Thunder Bay has excellent primary and secondary 

educational opportunities with over 60 schools that 

include French immersion programs, comprehensive 

special education services, an International 

Baccalaureate Programme and an Outdoor Education 

Centre. The City is also served by a Christian private 

school and a French school governed by its own board. 

Lakehead University is one of Canada’s comprehensive 

universities with enrollments of under 1�0,000.The 

Faculty of Graduate Studies oversees 28 Masters 

programs as well as Doctoral programs. Confederation 

College provides over 70 programs at its main campus 

in Thunder Bay and in six regional campuses in 

Northwestern Ontario. The Northern Ontario Medical 

School, a pioneering faculty of medicine, is hosted 

by Lakehead University and Laurentian University in 

Sudbury with multiple teaching and research sites 

distributed across Northern Ontario.

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
SECTOR EMPLOYERS

Thunder Bay serves as a regional commercial and 

medical centre in Northwestern Ontario. Private sector 

employers include AbitibiBowater Inc., Bombardier 

Transportation and Buchanan Forest Products. The 

public sector employers include the City of Thunder 

Bay, the Government of Ontario, the Thunder Bay 

Regional Health Sciences Centre, Lakehead University, 

Lakehead District School Board, Thunder Bay Catholic 

District School Board, the Government of Canada, and 

Confederation College.
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TRANSPORTATION

Situated near the Trans-Canada Highway, 

the Ontario/Minnesota border crossing is 

less than one hour south of Thunder Bay. 

The City has ready access to Canadian 

National Railway and Canadian Pacific 

Railway rail lines. Thunder Bay is a one 

or two-hour flight from major centres in 

Canada and the United States. 

The Port of Thunder Bay on Lake 

Superior is at the head of an important 

transportation link through the Great 

Lakes and the St. Lawrence Seaway to 

destinations within Canada, the United 

States and internationally. Approximately 

400 ships visit the port every year.

RESOURCE INDUSTRIES

Resource industries are evolving and being 

encouraged to use more environmental and social 

approaches, and to deal with local communities, 

and others as legitimate stakeholders in 

resource development. The forestry industry 

has been a major primary economic contributor 

since the 1�870s. Major mills and related 

woodlands harvesting, reforestation, tending and 

transportation operations continue to be viable 

throughout Northwestern Ontario. Recently, there 

has been a renewed interest in mining exploration. 

While still in the exploration phase, there have 

been some exciting mineral finds that could 

bring sustainable economic benefits to the region 

and the First Nations communities. Bombardier 

Transportation produces transportation 

equipment for urban transit systems such as the 

Toronto Transit Commission and GO Transit. As 

well, the City has a skilled fabrication labour pool 

that is diversifying operations to accommodate 

increased economic activity in Western Canada.
GREEN ENERGY

Opportunities for using energy and conservation as 

economic development tools are robust. With our 

proximity to Lake Superior, Thunder Bay enjoys very 

dynamic winds, high winter wind speeds coupled with 

cold dense air, which combine to deliver significant 

energy yield. The development of clean, green energy 

from renewable sources like wind, solar, water and 

biomass offer potential for employment and the 

attraction of industry and high technology companies. 
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