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50th Anniversary Media Coverage 2019-2021 

 

November 2, 2019 City Council 50th Anniversary Presentation:  

- Country 105/The Bay: November 4: City Prepping for 50th Anniversary 

 

November 5, 2019 Media Release: City Launches 50th Anniversary Plans for 2020 (see clippings below) 

- TBT, Nov. 5: Newshour: City 50th preps (10:41 mark)  

- Tbnewswatch, Nov. 5: Celebrating 50 years as one city 

- The Chronicle-Journal, Nov. 6: City to Celebrate Milestone  

- CBC, Nov. 6: Thunder Bay to celebrate golden anniversary in 2020 

 

January 1, 2019 50th Anniversary Kick-Off Event  

- Tbnewswatch, January 1: Amalgamation a great lesson in divisive times, says Dowdeswell 

- Tbnewswatch, January 1: Commuzi Letter Highlights Capsule Reveal  

- CBC, January 1: Thunder Bay to Kick Off 50th Anniversary Celebrations 

- CBC, January 1: Thunder Bay Celebrates 50 Years with Lieutenant Governor, time capsule 

- Country 105/The Bay, January 1: Lt. Governor Celebrates New Year In City 

- The Chronicle-Journal, January 2: Levee Kicks Off Anniversary Year 

- The Chronicle-Journal, January 2: City Anniversary Draws People to Free Skate 

- The Chronicle-Journal, January 2: Treasures Revealed in Time Capsule Opening 

- The Chronicle Journal, January 2: Levee Continues Annual Tradition  

 

Superior Stories 2020 – (Also shared on www.thunderbay.ca/memorablemoments)  

Superior Stories: A collaboration with COTB and Country 105 that saw weekly stories looking back since 

amalgamation. Segments ran on the Retro Lounge, Ed’s Country Den Sunday mornings (around 6 am 

and again around 9 am) and on Monday mornings (9:05 am) and Wednesday evenings (6:05 pm) from 

Jan-April. Both Country 105 and the City shared the weekly stories on Facebook encouraging dialogue 

from citizens. The most popular post was past City Clerk John Hannam’s Winter of ’96 segment that saw 

hundreds of views, comments and shares. 

- Country 105, January 15, Thunder Bay’s First Council in 1972 with Paul Inksetter 

- Country 105, January 22: Names for Thunder Bay with Councillor Shelby Ch’ng 

- Country 105, January 26: Two Staffs Become One with Elaine Bahlieda 

- Country 105, February 5: Changes to City Staff for Amalgamation with Elaine Bahlieda 

- Country 105, February 10: Blizzard of ’96 with John Hannam 

- Country 105, February 14: Thunder Bay Regional Opens Part 1, with Marcello Bernardo 

- Country 105, February 21: Thunder Bay Regional Opens Part 2, with Marcello Bernardo 

- Country 105, February 28: Thunder Bay Coat of Arms with Krista Power 

- Country 105, March 6: Thunder Bay Flag with Krista Power 

https://www.country1053.ca/2019/11/04/city-prepping-for-50th-anniversary/
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/video/tbt-newshour/video-nov-5-2019-karl-street-murder-1831570
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/celebrating-50-years-as-one-city-1830539
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-golden-anniversary-1.5348959
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/amalgamation-a-great-lesson-in-divisive-times-says-dowdeswell-1993644
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/comuzzi-letter-highlights-time-capsule-reveal-1993414
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-50th-anniversary-1.5411481
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-fifty-years-levee-kickoff-1.5412458
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/01/lt-governor-rings-in-tbays-new-year/
http://www.thunderbay.ca/memorablemoments
https://www.country1053.ca/?s=superior+stories
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/15/superior-stories/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/22/superior-stories-names-for-thunder-bay/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/26/superior-stories-2/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/02/05/superior-stories-changes-to-city-staff-for-amalgamation/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/02/10/superior-stories-blizzard-of-96/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/02/14/superior-stories-thunder-bay-regional-hospital/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/02/21/superior-stories-thunder-bay-regional-opens-part-2/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/02/28/superior-stories-thunder-bay-coat-of-arms/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/03/06/superior-stories-thunder-bay-flag/


2 
 

- Country 105, March 13: Winter Events Since Amalgamation with Louisa Costanzo 

- Country 105, March 20: Thunder Bay Twins with Diane Imrie 

- Country 105, April 1: Heather Houston  

- Country 105, April 12: Al “The Iceman” Hackner 

- Country 105, April 15: Daylight Savings Time, (not posted on website) with Christina Wakefield 

 

 

The Walleye – (Also shared on www.thunderbay.ca/memorablemoments)  

Collaboration with COTB and The Walleye on 50th Anniversary column to feature coverage every other 

month starting in January. 

- January –Intro and amalgamation One City. Fifty Years., pg. 54, Amalgamation, pg. 52 

- March –‘70s Waving Our Flag, pg. 70 

- May – ‘80s 50 Years of Thunder Bay, A Decade of Sport and Courage, pg. 80 

- July – ‘90s: Growing Up After Amalgamation, pg. 68 

- September – 2000-2010: The New Millennium: How Thunder Bay Continued to Develop in the 

2000s, pg. 70 

- November – 2010-2020: Order Up: The Growth of the Local Restaurant Scene in 2010s 

 

Mytbay, Feb/March 2020 

- Cover story, One City. Fifty Years. feature article  

 

The Chronicle-Journal Commemorative Magazine for the 50th Anniversary – Published Feb 28 

- Corporate Communications has copies  

 

See Media Clippings in the pages below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.country1053.ca/2020/03/13/superior-stories-winter-events/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/03/20/superior-stories-thunder-bay-twins/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/04/01/superior-stories-heather-houston/
https://www.country1053.ca/2020/04/06/superior-stories-al-the-iceman-hackner/
http://www.thunderbay.ca/memorablemoments
http://www.thewalleye.ca/january-2020/
http://www.thewalleye.ca/january-2020/
http://www.thewalleye.ca/march-2020/
https://thewalleye.pressreader.com/the-walleye-magazine/20200501/textview
https://thewalleye.pressreader.com/the-walleye-magazine/20200701
http://www.thewalleye.ca/september-2020/
http://www.thewalleye.ca/september-2020/
https://thewalleye.pressreader.com/the-walleye-magazine
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Chronicle Journal, Nov. 6, 2019 COVER 
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TBT Newshour 

City 50th preps (10:41), 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/video/tbt-newshour/video-nov-5-2019-karl-street-murder-1831570 

 

VIDEO: City Prepping For 50th Anniversary 

Thunder Bay, ON, Canada / 99.9 THE BAY 

Sheri Leviski-Kotyk 

November 04, 2019 07:50 pm 

 

January 1st, 2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the cities of Fort William, Port Arthur and towns 

of Neebing and McIntyre merging to create Thunder Bay.  City Council received an update on 

the preparations staff are conducting behind the scenes in the lead up to the big day. 

City spokesperson Cynthia Olsen says Tourism Thunder Bay wants to find locals to promote 

how great Thunder Bay is. “They are looking at having ambassadors to encourage residents to 

invite family and friends back home. They are also working on creating a package to help 

residents be better ambassadors when they do have visitors staying with them.” 

Officials hope to get the Snowbirds to come and take part in a homecoming event during a Live 

on the Waterfront.  City officials add they will be opening a 50-year-old time capsule on New 

Years Day during a toast to the Queen.  Staff will also be working on creating a new time 

capsule that will reflect Thunder Bay in 2020. 

City Clerk Krista Power stressed the anniversary is historically important.  Council was 

interested in getting past members to return to take part in the festivities. City staff will be 

coming back to update the council on potential “legacy” projects that will reflect the 50th 

anniversary. 
 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/video/tbt-newshour/video-nov-5-2019-karl-street-murder-1831570
mailto:leviski.sheri@radioabl.ca
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Thunder Bay to celebrate golden anniversary in 

2020 

City formed January 1, 1970 
 

Jeff Walters · CBC News · Posted: Nov 06, 2019 6:30 AM ET | Last Updated: 3 hours ago 

 

Coun. Shelby Ch'ng is the Chair of the 50th Anniversary Committee for the City of Thunder 

Bay. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

0 

comments 

Thunder Bay's golden anniversary will kick off on January 1, 2020. 

The city will turn 50, and the celebrations will start that day with the opening of a time 

capsule at the Thunder Bay Garrison, along with other activities at Waverly Park, and a 

free pancake breakfast. 

"25 years ago, the City of Thunder Bay put things into a time capsule, sealed it off and 

welded it shut, and we have no idea what's in it. That's going to be our event to kick off 

the year," said Shelby Ch'ng, a city councillor, and also the Chair of the 50th 

Anniversary Committee. 

The city said it has also created a new 50th Anniversary logo, which it hopes local 

businesses will use to promote the city, or specialty products created for the city's 

anniversary. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/jeff-walters-1.4289379
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Other city created activities include a digital walking tour, which will allow people to 

listen to a narrated walk around the city, explaining its history. 

The city said it will also provide special scrolls for 50th birthdays and anniversaries, one-time, 

short-term funding for events with a 50th anniversary theme, a dedicated art bus, city hall and 

street light banners as well as other legacy projects. 

 

The 50th Anniversary logo for the City of Thunder Bay. Features in the 5 are from Port Arthur, 

while the 0 is from Fort William. Some features include grain elevators, the Sleeping Giant, the 

lighthouse, city hall, the Nor'Wester Mountains and railroad tracks. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

One project still in the works, said Ch'ng, is 50 memories being published online. The 

list, not yet finalized, could include stories about the late Mayor Walter Assef, a visit by 

Queen Elizabeth, the flamingo that flew to the city, polka dots on the Pagoda, and other 

notable events. 

"It's been really fun to determine which 50 moments best represents Thunder Bay." 

Controversial name 

Mayor Bill Mauro commented on the controversy in 1969 and 1970, when Thunder Bay 

was selected as the name for the new city. The other options on the ballot for the new 

city were Lakehead, and The Lakehead. While the result is certainly well known, it was 

mentioned how the vote was split, ensuring Thunder Bay was the winning result. 

"I remember all of this, quite clearly, given my age. The folklore is interesting too in how 

we came to be Thunder Bay, and not Lakehead, and its good times, lots of reminiscing." 

Mauro said he hopes many people who are from the city will return to Thunder Bay 

during 2020 for a homecoming event, scheduled for the late summer. 
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"The part that's strongest in my mind, for me, is the thought that there was a bit of 

engineering that went on in terms of the name. So, as has been confirmed, we had 

Lakehead and The Lakehead, those two names combined garnered by far the majority 

of the vote. And, if they hadn't done that it would have been Lakehead, and we would 

have been referred to as 'The Lakehead.'" 

"So, somebody was doing something back then and had some fun. They wanted 

Thunder Bay, and they got Thunder Bay, and that's what we are." 

While Mauro didn't say how he would have voted in the naming election in 1969, but did 

have an assumption as to what the city would be called. 

"When we were growing up, we assumed we were The Lakehead, that's how people 

around the country referred to us." 

"Once were amalgamated, I think it was assumed that that would be the winning result." 

Still, Mauro said even 50 years later, there may have been some benefit to still keeping 

Port Arthur and Fort William, separate. 

"Politically, there's a part of me, I don't mind saying, that I think if we had remained two 

cities, there would have been some political friction that existed, that probably would 

have been to our benefit." 

"I think I think that competition amongst municipalities, especially when you're as 

isolated as we are, can be a good thing." 

Still, the naming conventions of Port Arthur and Fort William live on, 50 years later. 

"I have no problem when people refer to Fort William and Port Arthur. When you grow 

up that way, why would anybody ever be offended by that? There's nothing wrong with 

that. Port Arthur and Fort William are like neighbourhoods, just like Current River, and 

Northwood and Westfort and the East End." 
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"I grew up listening to my father talk about the west end, the south end, the east end. 

We're a community of neighbourhoods, and referring to Fort William and Port Arthur, 

there's nothing wrong with that, that's part of our history." 

Celebrating 50 years as one city 
The city has unveiled its plans to celebrate 50 years of amalgamation 

TBNewswatch.com November 2019 By: Doug Diaczuk 

  
  
  

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/writers/doug%20d
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PreviousNext 

2 / 2 Members of the city's 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee. 

Exp 

THUNDER BAY - Next year will mark 50 years since two cities joined together to become 
one and city officials are hoping despite many people still identifying as either from Port 
Arthur or Fort William, everyone will come together to celebrate the city’s coming together. 

“I have no problem when people refer to Port Arthur and Fort William,” said Thunder Bay 
Mayor Bill Mauro. “They are just like neighbourhoods like Current River, Westfort, 
Northwood. We are a community of very defined neighbourhoods. That’s part of our 
history.” 

It was back in 1970 when the city of Thunder Bay was officially born following the 
amalgamation of Port Arthur and Fort William. 

To celebrate Thunder Bay’s past 50 years as a united entity, the city is marking 2020 as its 
anniversary year and will be holding events throughout to celebrate. 

The year will begin with a special celebration in conjunction with HMCS Griffin during the 
New Year’s celebration, as well as the opening of a time capsule buried 25 years ago. 

“So 25 years ago, the city of Thunder Bay put things into a time capsule, sealed it off, 
welded it shut, and we have no idea what’s in it,” said Shelby Ch’ng, chair of the 
50th Anniversary Committee. “That will be our event to kick off the year.” 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/celebrating-50-years-as-one-city-1830539
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/celebrating-50-years-as-one-city-1830539
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“Over the course of the year we will be thinking of things to put into the next time capsule,” 
Ch’ng continued. “So people are going to be able to submit their ideas and possibly things 
to put in the next one to be opened in the next 25 years.” 

A 50th Anniversary logo was also designed and unveiled on Tuesday and includes a ‘5’ 
representing images from Port Arthur and a ‘0’ with images representing Fort William. 

Events held throughout the year will include 50th anniversary themes and the city will be 
hosting special events including a dedicated art transit bus, legacy projects, and a 
Homecoming birthday celebration in August. 

“One of the big things I am really excited about is the digital walking tour,” Ch’ng said. “It is 
an app on your phone where you can take tours around Thunder Bay and it’s an audio tour 
as well. It’s being developed right now for our 50th anniversary.” 

Looking back on the last 50 years, Mauro said it’s fun to think of what might have been, and 
what should have been. 

“Politically there is a part of me, I don’t mind saying, I think if we had remained two cities, 
there would have been some political friction that would have existed that probably would 
have been to our benefit,” he said. “I think the competition amongst municipalities, 
especially when you are as isolated as we are, can be a good thing.” 

There is also the story people love to tell about how Thunder Bay got its name, and how it 
probably shouldn’t have. 

When it was determined the two cities would be amalgamated, a vote was held to find a 
name for the new city, which included three options: Lakehead, The Lakehead, and 
Thunder Bay. 

“Certainly Lakehead and The Lakehead combined garnered by far the majority of the vote 
and if they hadn’t done that, we would have been Lakehead,” Mauro said. “So somebody 
was doing something back then and having some fun and wanted Thunder Bay and got 
Thunder Bay and that’s what we are.” 

But whatever the name and whatever the reasons for joining two cities together, Mauro 
hopes people here and from afar will take some time to remember the last 50 years and 
celebrate moving forward. 

“So it’s lots of fun, lots of reminiscing,” Mauro said. “I’m hoping the word will get out and 
maybe a lot of people will find their way to come back Thunder Bay during 2020 to revisit 
the city that was their home.” 

For more information visit the city’s 50th Anniversary website.   

 

 

https://www.thunderbay.ca/en/city-hall/50th-anniversary.aspx?utm_source=tbnewswatch.com&utm_campaign=tbnewswatch.com&utm_medium=referral
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Pancake Breakfast and Community Skate, Jan. 1, 2020 

TBT New Hour: Online video 

Jan. 2, 2020 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/video/tbt-newshour/video-jan-2-2019-young-victim-1996579 

LT. Gov. Levee, Time Mark: 6:25 

 

 

 

The Chronicle-Journal, page 1 

Jan. 2, 2020 

 

 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/video/tbt-newshour/video-jan-2-2019-young-victim-1996579
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Ad in the Chronicle-Journal, Jan. 2 
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TBNewsWatch 

Jan. 1, 2020 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/amalgamation-a-great-lesson-in-divisive-times-says-

dowdeswell-1993644  

 

Amalgamation a great lesson in divisive times, 

says Dowdeswell 

Ontario's lieutenant-governor says 50 years of success shows people can come together as 

one, even in times of political turmoil.  

THUNDER BAY -- Ontario’s lieutenant-governor says modern society can learn from 
Thunder Bay’s half-century amalgamation success. 

Elizabeth Dowdeswell made the comment on New Year’s Day, helping the city launch a 
year-long celebration, 50 years after Port Arthur and Fort William came together as one. 

“In these divided and polarized times, we might well look back to when the people of Fort 
William and Port Arthur came together to form a new city,” the Queen’s representative told 
an estimated crowd of about 300 people on Wednesday morning at the O’Kelly VC 
Armoury. 

“As in many places, I’m sure that amalgamation was far from universally praised at the time. 
But I think it’s fair to say that in the time since, the people of this community have worked 
very hard to develop a positive sense of civic identity.” 

Dowdeswell said as the city begins a new year, a new decade and a second 50-year 
journey, she hopes the people of Thunder Bay are thinking more about how to work 
together to shape a new destiny for the community and its people. 

The country, and in fact the world, is navigating its way through confusing political times, 
with both sides of the political spectrum accusing the other of trying to ruin society. 

It can be frightening, Dowdeswell suggested. 

“This is a time, when as you look around the world, something that’s very precious to all of 
us, our democracy, is under threat in many places. You can tell that when you see cracks in 
the institutions that support it,” she said, following a nine-minute address to the gathered 
crowd. 

“The judiciary, civil societies, our institutions of governance, all of those kinds of things – so 
I think it’s a time when milestones like this cause us to reflect on where we’ve been and how 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/amalgamation-a-great-lesson-in-divisive-times-says-dowdeswell-1993644
https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/amalgamation-a-great-lesson-in-divisive-times-says-dowdeswell-1993644
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far we’ve come and think a little bit about how we can do better into the future. That’s what 
turning a new leaf is, whether it’s a new year or, in this case, a new decade.” 

Mayor Bill Mauro said he’s old enough to remember when amalgamation became a reality, 
after getting the go-ahead in 1969 under the City of the Lakehead Act, a move first 
proposed as early as 1910. Eleven years earlier, in 1958, voters in Fort William turned down 
the idea, despite their neighbours to the north narrowly agreeing to it by a 5,468 to 5,331 
count. 

While it hasn’t been smooth sailing the entire way, with many residents still clinging to 
territorial boundaries, it’s worked out pretty much as planned and Mauro said he’s looking 
forward to seeing what the next 50 years has to offer. 

“I think that Thunder Bay, for much of its history, has been a well-kept secret. And I think 
over the next 50 years you’re going to see more people discover us. You’re going to see 
more people understand and appreciated what Thunder Bay is and what it has to offer 
them, from a place to raise a family to a place to earn a living and have a great quality of 
life,” said Mauro, who joined Dowdeswell and Fort William First Nation Coun. Michelle 
Solomon on stage for Wednesday’s ceremony, which also included a free community 
pancake breakfast. 

“I think the secret’s out. People are aware of us and I think the next 50 are going to be even 
better than the previous 50.” 

 

 

TBNewsWatch 

Jan. 1, 2020 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/comuzzi-letter-highlights-time-capsule-reveal-1993414 

 

Comuzzi letter highlights time capsule reveal 

Longtime former MP wanted to know if Fort William Gardens was still standing 25 years 

later, if a one-hospital concept had been worked out and if lasers were now being used to 

plow Northern Ontario roads.  

THUNDER BAY – Twenty-five years ago, then Liberal MP Joe Comuzzi had plenty of 
questions he wondered if there would be answers to by 2020. 

“Is Fort William Gardens still standing?” 

“Did the One Hospital Concept ever become a reality?” 

https://www.tbnewswatch.com/local-news/comuzzi-letter-highlights-time-capsule-reveal-1993414
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“Is Jean Chretien still Prime Minister? Or is he a senator by now?” 

“Is there a hotel on the waterfront with a revolving restaurant?” 
 
“Are the roads of Northwestern Ontario still being plowed in winter? Or has conventional 
snow removal been removed and replaced by a laser beam system?” 

Comuzzi’s letter was part of a feast for local historians, who on Wednesday got a chance to 
take a first-hand look at what the people of the day thought best represented the city in 
1995 and what might most interest those who cracked open the time capsule at the annual 
New Year’s Day levee at the O’Kelly VC Armoury in honour of the 50th anniversary of the 
amalgamation of Port Arthur and Fort William on Jan. 1, 1970. 

Also unearthed was a bib from the World Nordic Games, held at the now closed Big 
Thunder 25 years ago, a Thunder Bay Hydro flag signed by the public utility’s employees of 
the day, tobacco from Fort William First Nation, a book of music by young composers, 
black-and-white pictures of both the council of 1970 and 1995. 

A Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce directory and a news clipping of the first baby born 
in the city in 1995, Kylie Jessica Bennett, who arrived at McKellar General Hospital, was 
also among the treasure trove. 

City archivist Matt Szybalski, who donned white gloves alongside Lieut.-Gov. Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, Mayor Bill Mauro and city clerk Krista Power to unveil the time capsule’s 
contents, said he was surprised at the variety of items it contained. 

“It’s a really good cross-section, and it’s not even all that was in the box. We opened it 
about a week or so before Christmas and there was just too much stuff to actually bring 
over,” Szybalski said. 

“Eventually it will all be displayed either digitally on our website or in a display case in city 
hall.” 

Szybalski said time capsules are an important exercise to give people a window into the 
not-too-distant past. 

“People have a need or a desire to capture the moment in which they are living in, hoping to 
communicate that to a future generation,” he said, “whether it’s 25 years down the road or 
more.” 

Mauro said it was interesting to see what had been placed inside the time capsule. 

The pictures were what intrigued him most. 

“So many of the faces were familiar to me people that I know personally or professionally, 
and each of those faces brings back some memories. It was exciting to be a part of that, 
and I hope the people that are here today have an opportunity to get a closer look,” said 
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Mauro, who is offering up a lucky loonie, in a nod to the Canadian icemakers at the Salt 
Lake City Olympics, for the city’s next time capsule. 

Szybalski said the contents of that capsule will be decided upon later in 2020. 

“Over the next year we’re going to be going through the exercise once again and collecting 
suggestions from the public for things to put into another time capsule,” Szybalski said. 

“We’re not sure whether we’re going to open that one in 25 years again, or whether we wait 
50 years, because then it will be the 100th anniversary of Thunder Bay.” 

 

 

 

CBC 
Jan. 2, 2020 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-fifty-years-levee-kickoff-
1.5412458  

Thunder Bay celebrates 50 years with 

Lieutenant Governor, time capsule 

Thunder Bay's 50th anniversary celebrations kicked off with a guest of honour, as well as a look back at 

the city's past five decades. 

Part of event included opening 25 year-old time capsule 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-fifty-years-levee-kickoff-1.5412458
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-fifty-years-levee-kickoff-1.5412458
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(l to r) Thunder Bay city archivist Matt Szybalski, City Clerk Krista Power, Mayor Bill Mauro and 

Ontario Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell open up a time capsule at the O'Kelly Armoury in 

Thunder Bay on January 1, 2020. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

3 

comments 

Thunder Bay's 50th anniversary celebrations kicked off with a guest of honour, as well as a look back at 

the city's past five decades. 

Thunder Bay came into existence on January 1, 1970, following an amalgamation of the cities of Port 

Arthur and Fort William, as well as the townships of Neebing and McIntyre. 

Ontario Lieutenant Governor, Elizabeth Dowdeswell, the guest of honour at the event as well as the 

annual New Year's Levee, said the city's golden anniversary is a good time to look at the past, but also 

celebrate where the city is moving in the future. 

"I think it's a time when milestones like this cause us to reflect on where we've been, and how far we've 

come, and think a little bit about how we can do better into the future. And, that's what turning a new leaf 

is, whether it's a new year, or in this case, a new decade." 

Dowdeswell spent New Year's Eve touring the city, visiting the Thunder Bay Public Library, and the 

city's water treatment plant, where she was told the city had some of the cleanest water in the world. 

She said the two sites, which were only a portion of what she took in during her visit, were strategic. The 

library has pushed the need for social programs in the city, while Dowdeswell said she also wants to see 

all Ontarians with access to clean drinking water. 
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Some of the contents of a time capsule, sealed in 1995, and re-opened in 2020 as part of Thunder Bay's 

50th Anniversary celebrations. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

"It was a great place to see. What is really nice to see is the pride people take in the work they do." 

The other major event was the opening of a time capsule, filled 25 years ago during the city's 25th 

anniversary. 

City officials opened the box about a week ago, and took out some items, only to find they couldn't get 

everything in once again. 

"It's surprising, the variety of stuff that's in there," said Matt Szybalski, the city's archivist. "The number 

of things that people from the community thought would be worthwhile looking at 25 years from now. It's 

a really good cross-section." 



23 
 

 

The first page of a two-page letter written by former MP Joe Comuzzi on questions he and his staff, from 

1995, had for people living in Thunder Bay in 2020. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

Some of the items found in the capsule included a photo of the city council of that day (in black and 

white) along with a Summer in the Parks program, a listing of businesses with the Thunder Bay Chamber 

of Commerce, a bib from the 1995 Nordic games and brochures from both McKellar Hospital and the 

Port Arthur General Hospital. 

The most intriguing item, however, was a letter penned by then-MP Joe Comuzzi. In the letter, Comuzzi 

asked a number of questions that would be on the minds of constituents in 1995. 
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The second page of a two-page letter written by former MP Joe Comuzzi on questions he and his staff, 

from 1995, had for people living in Thunder Bay in 2020. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

In the letter, Comuzzi wrote that the city would still be the hub of Northwestern Ontario's transportation, 

forest and mining industries. At the time, Comuzzi represented the Thunder Bay - Nipigon riding, which 

has since had its boundaries changed. 

He asked: 

 If homeowners have to pay a fee for garbage pickup 

 If the Fort William Gardens was still standing 

 Is Jean Chretien was still Prime Minister, or a senator by now 

 If Quebec was still part of Canada, or declared a people's republic 

 If there was a hotel on the waterfront, with a revolving restaurant 

 What happened to Michael Harris, and if he became a golf pro once being voted out of office 
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 If the roads are still plowed in winter, or is there a laser beam system 

 If the "one hospital concept" ever became a reality, or if there are still three smaller hospitals 

 Had Thunder Bay become a retirement city 

The city will start looking for input this year, on what to put in another time capsule, which may be 

opened in either 25 or 50 years. 

 

CBC,  

Jan. 1, 2020 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-50th-anniversary-1.5411481 

Thunder Bay to kick off 50th anniversary 

celebrations 
A visit from the province's lieutenant governor and a community skating party highlight the City 

of Thunder Bay's launch of its 50th anniversary celebrations. 

City of Thunder Bay was officially created on Jan. 1, 1970. 

 

The 50th Anniversary logo for the City of Thunder Bay. Features in the 5 are from Port Arthur, 

while the 0 is from Fort William. Some features include grain elevators, the Sleeping Giant, the 

lighthouse, city hall, the Nor'Wester Mountains and railroad tracks. (Jeff Walters/CBC) 

A visit from the province's lieutenant governor and a community skating party highlight the City 

of Thunder Bay's launch of its 50th anniversary celebrations. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/thunder-bay/thunder-bay-50th-anniversary-1.5411481
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The amalgamation of the former cities of Fort William and Port Arthur, along with the townships 

of Neebing and McIntyre, creating the City of Thunder Bay, became official on Jan. 1, 1970. The 

city will begin its year-long recognition of the milestone with New Year's Day activities on 

Wednesday. 

Mayor Bill Mauro will welcome Ontario Lt.-Gov. Elizabeth Dowdeswell at the O'Kelly VC 

Armoury on Park Avenue for the annual New Year's Levee followed by a pancake breakfast 

from 10:30 a.m. until noon. As well, a time capsule from the city's 25th anniversary will be 

opened. 

The afternoon will feature a celebration and skating party at the Fort William Gardens from 1 

p.m. until 3 p.m. 

Helmets are required for those under 12 and recommended for all skaters. Scarves branded with 

the city's 50th anniversary logo will be given to the first 150 people and free persians will be 

available. 

 

Country 105,  

Jan. 1, 2020 

https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/01/lt-governor-rings-in-tbays-new-year/  

Lt. Governor Celebrates New Year In City 

 

Ontario’s Lieutenant Governor is giving some praise to Thunder Bay as she chose to attend the 

New Year’s Levee in the city. 

https://www.country1053.ca/2020/01/01/lt-governor-rings-in-tbays-new-year/
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Elizabeth Dowdeswell says she enjoyed what she was able to see ahead of the Levee at the 

McKellar Armoury. That included what residents were most proud of and wanted to show off 

during her visit. 

“I think particularly of the library, for example, and the work that’s being done in partnership 

with economic development training opportunities for Indigenous people. Just the way in which 

a library in a community becomes a centre of activity, a hub.” 

Dowdeswell also spent time in Fort William First Nation, and admired Thunder Bay’s public art 

and the redevelopment of the waterfront. She also singled out the water treatment plant where 

she met with workers. 

“What is really nice to see the pride that people take in what they do.” 

She adds the city’s 50th anniversary can represent unity during what she feels is a difficult time. 

“Something that’s very precious to us, our democracy, is under threat in many places. And you 

can tell that when you see cracks in the institutions that support it– the judiciary, civil societies, 

our institutions of governance.” 
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The Chronicle-Journal, March 4, 2021:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


