Memorandum
TO:

Members of Council

FROM:

Dana Earle, Deputy City Clerk

DATE:

Monday, January 25, 2021

SUBJECT:

Additional Information
Committee of the Whole – January 25, 2021

Office of the City Clerk
Fax:
623-5468
Telephone: 625-2230

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Report R 8/2021 (Development & Emergency Services - Superior North EMS) SNEMS Master
Plan
1. Additional information from Councillor C. Trottier, Municipality of Greenstone received
January 25, 2021 relative to her deputation.

/ft

December 18, 2020

Bill Mauro
Mayor of Thunder Bay
City Hall
500 Donald Street E., P.O. Box 800
Thunder Bay, ON P7C 5K4
bmauro@thunderbay.ca
RE: AZA, BNA and BZA First Nation’s Opposition to Closure of Beardmore EMS

Mayor Mauro,
We are writing to you today as Chiefs of our First Nation communities, united in
opposition to the closure of the Beardmore EMS Station. This was recommended by
“Performance Concepts” in a recent draft report presented to Thunder Bay City Council
on December 14th. AZA, BNA and BZA First Nations each have many of our members
residing in Beardmore and the surrounding communities, and they require and deserve
the same access to 24-hour ambulatory care as the people that reside in Thunder Bay
receive. Closing the Beardmore EMS would put the health and well-being of our
members living in the Beardmore region in serious jeopardy. And to make such a
decision in the middle of the worst Pandemic in over a century would frankly be absurd
if it were not so serious.
Our members deserve to know that in case of a health emergency, that an ambulance
would arrive to assist them. In these cases, time is of the essence. The thought of
having to wait upwards of an hour for help to arrive, likely from an amalgamated
Nipigon/Red Rock EMS station, is unacceptable. Our Elders deserve better.
Also, our communities demand adequate consultation when decisions are being made
that affect the lives of our members. This consultation was non-existent for this process.
Presenting an already prepared report and recommendations at 1 meeting with multiple
First Nations from across the north shore is not consultation. If you had met with us, we
would have informed you about the importance of the Beardmore EMS Station to our
respective memberships, and that saving lives should be a more important principle
than saving money.

We urge you to re-consider these recommendations, and to think about what the
serious consequences would be to our First Nation members if the Beardmore EMS
Station is closed.

Sincerely,

________________________________________________
Chief Theresa Nelson
Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek

________________________________________________
Chief Joe Ladouceur
Bingwi Neyaashi Anishinaabek

________________________________________________
Chief Mel Hardy
Biinjitiwaabik Zaaging Anishinaabek

Cc:
Mayor Ron Beaulieu, Municipality of Greenstone
(renald.beulieu@greenstone.ca)
Hon. Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health and MP for Thunder Bay-Superior North
(patty.hajdu.C1@parl.gc.ca)
Hon. Christine Elliot, Minister of Health for Ontario (christine.elliot@pc.ola.org)

Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek
204 Main Street, PO Box 120, Beardmore, ON P0T 1G0
Phone: 807-875-2785
Fax: 807-875-2161

October 9, 2020
Bill Mauro
Mayor of Thunder Bay
City Hall
500 Donald Street E, P.O. Box 800
Thunder Bay, ON P7C 5K4
Attention: Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek requesting consultation regarding Beardmore EMS
Dear Mayor Mauro,
My name is Chief Theresa Nelson from Animbiigoo Zaagi’igan Anishinaabek First Nation. Our band office
is currently located in Beardmore, Ontario, along with a large number of our membership. I am alarmed
to hear that the consultants hired to look at the regional EMS District Operations may propose
eliminating these services to lower the costs in our region. These services are extremely important to my
people’s health and safety. There is no hospital located in Beardmore, Ontario so this is the only health
service my people have to rely on.
Health and Safety of my membership is my top priority since being elected as their Chief. With the
growing concerns regarding this pandemic, it has become even more clear how important our health
services in the area are. With the EMS in Beardmore, Ontario being the only source of professional
health services, this service cannot be eliminated. It serves not only my community but also the Bingwi
Neyaashi Anishinaabek First Nation which is located about 15km South of Beardmore, Ontario. Both of
our First Nations are developing our Reserves and will soon have fully functioning communities with
populations in the lower 100’s to start. These residence will depend on these services.
Mayor Mauro, I am asking for you to take the time to look over this request as we cannot allow these
services to be taken away from us. I feel that we should have been consulted with from the beginning by
“Performance Concepts”, and should be consulted with moving forward as these huge impacts to our
First Nation Communities should be shared with us.
Thank you,
Chief Theresa Nelson
Animbiigoo Zaagi'igan Anishinaabek

