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2 GOVERNMENT
Notices
MAYOR KEITH HOBBS
Office: 625-3600 | Fax: (Office) 623-1164
E-mail: khobbs@thunderbay.ca

Councillors:
IAIN ANGUS, AT LARGE
Residence/Office: 474-0926 | Fax: 474-0881
E-mail: iangus@thunderbay.ca
SHELBY CH’NG, NORTHWOOD WARD
Cell: 708-1983
E-mail: schng@thunderbay.ca
ANDREW FOULDS,
CURRENT RIVER WARD
Residence: 766-9914
E-mail: afoulds@thunderbay.ca
TREVOR GIERTUGA, MCINTYRE WARD
Residence: 683-8041 | Cell: 628-4790
E-mail: tgiertuga@thunderbay.ca
LARRY HEBERT, AT LARGE
Residence: 622-7938 | Office: 624-1482
Fax: 624-1485 | Cell: 624-8551
E-mail: lhebert@thunderbay.ca
REBECCA JOHNSON, AT LARGE
Residence/Office: 577-2807 | Fax: 577-4837
E-mail: rjohnson@thunderbay.ca
BRIAN MCKINNON, RED RIVER WARD
Residence: 767-3945 | Fax: 768-4823
E-mail: bmckinnon@thunderbay.ca
PAUL PUGH, MCKELLAR WARD
Residence: 346-8485
E-mail: ppugh@thunderbay.ca
FRANK PULLIA, AT LARGE
Residence: 767-6579
E-mail: fpullia@thunderbay.ca
ALDO RUBERTO, AT LARGE
Cell: 628-5547
E-mail: aruberto@thunderbay.ca
LINDA RYDHOLM, NEEBING WARD
Residence: 577-9260 | Fax: 475-7668
E-mail: lrydholm@thunderbay.ca
JOE VIRDIRAMO, WESTFORT WARD
Residence: 625-5547
E-mail: jvirdiramo@thunderbay.ca

PROPERTY TAX DUE DATES
The final tax bill for the 2018 year
is due:
• First Installment: Aug. 7
• Second Installment: Oct. 3
To avoid penalty, payment must be
received by the due dates. If you have
not received a bill contact the Revenue
Division at 625-2255. Sign up for the
property tax reminder system to
receive reminders by text, phone
or email for the upcoming due dates.
Visit: thunderbay.ca/revenue
TAX & WATER CREDIT PROGRAMS
The City offers property tax and
water credit programs for lowincome seniors over 65 years of age,
low-income persons with disabilities,
and low-income homeowners.
Application forms can be picked up
at the Revenue Division in City Hall,
Victoriaville Civic Centre, Thunder
Bay 55 Plus Centre, or downloaded
online. The deadline to apply is July 31.
For more information and eligibility
criteria, visit: thunderbay.ca/revenue
EARTHCARE REPORT
NOW AVAILABLE
Earthcare’s annual
Sustainability Plan
Report highlights
achievements made
in 2017.
For more
information, and
to read the full
Report, visit: earthcarethunderbay.ca

REPORT GRAFFITI
The City’s Graffiti Management
by-law aims to manage and reduce
the instances of graffiti on public
and private property. The City will,
whenever possible, remove graffiti from
City-owned or operated property within
48 hours if it is hateful, racist, gangrelated, obscene or offensive; within
seven days for large amounts of graffiti
on highly visible sites; and within 14 days
for all other graffiti.

2018 TREASURE EXCHANGE DAYS
Taking place on Saturday, June 23
and Sunday, June 24,Thunder Bay's
Treasure Exchange Days are a great
opportunity to exchange reusable
household items, furniture, small
appliances, and toys for free!

To report graffiti, call 211, use the
City’s Pingstreet Mobile App, or visit:
thunderbay.ca/graffiti

It's easy to participate in Treasure
Exchange Days! Just follow the
simple tips below:

2018 NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY
National Aboriginal Day will be held
this year at Anemki Wajiw (Mount
McKay) on Fort William First Nation
on Thursday, June 21.
The annual event will celebrate the
unique heritage, diverse cultures and
outstanding achievements of First
Nations, Inuit and Mètis peoples in
Canada. For more information, visit:
nadtbay.ca

Ward
Meetings

There will be no ward meetings
scheduled from July 1 to
December 1 as part of the process
in a Municipal Election year,
under an approved by-law.

• Clearly label items you wish to give
away with the word "FREE." Place
them at the curb after 5 pm on the
Friday
• Keep items that are not "give
aways," like bikes, toys and tools
well away from the curb to prevent
misunderstandings.
• Over the weekend, tour your
neighbourhood to see what great
deals you can find at the curb
(caution: second-hand baby gear
may not meet current safety
standards - visit Health Canada for
more information).
• Remove all uncollected items from
the curb by 7 pm on the Sunday.
Items left at the curb are subject to
enforcement as per City By-laws.
These items will not be collected
by the City.
For more information, call: 625-2195

mytbay

FOLLOW

June/July

US

2018

Citizen Newsl
etter • thunde

rbay.ca/mytba

P u bli sh e d By:
City of Thunder Bay, Corporate Strategic Services, Director Karen Lewis
Senior and Managing Editor: Stacey Levanen,
Supervisor – Corporate Communications
Phone: 625-3650 | E-mail: slevanen@thunderbay.ca

ON THE COVER:
Crowds gather at
Marina Park for
Canada Day fireworks.
See Page 3 for more

y

City Launc
hes Pop-U
p
Patio Pilot

From Birch
Bark
Canoes to
Calties

Recognizing
Role of Publicthe Crucial
Works
FEATURE
Staycation
Ideas
Uncovered

6-7

11

4

mytbay

F E AT U R E

3

Staycation Ideas Uncovered
Rediscovering your own city, you realize you don’t
have to travel far to find memorable experiences
and be invigorated in ways you’d never expect.
A vacation at home is the perfect way to take a
break from life and escape, and you can still sleep in
your own bed at the end of your day.
Eclectic Food
Thunder Bay is gaining recognition as a place that is
eclectic and offers varied experiences in the realm of
food. Reconnect with the beauty of Thunder Bay’s
majestic lakeshore and vibrant culinary and retail
scene as you stroll through The Waterfront District &
The Bay & Algoma Neighbourhood. Newcomers have
infused these two commerce areas with an up-tothe-minute feel – and have brought energy back into
the downtown core with artist-inhabited studios and
galleries and a fantastic
food and wine culture.
Signature
Experiences
From nearby island
and lighthouse
adventures to
climbing aboard an
iconic icebreaker
– “new” signature
experiences offer
an exciting,
invigorating and
diverse range of

options for you to explore right here in your city.
Sail Superior, Thunder Bay’s harbour tour company
has expanded its fleet to include a 500HP Zodiac.
Named the Superior Rocket, this watercraft can do
60km/h. and that means getting to the Sleeping
Giant in 30 minutes! Zodiac Harbour Adventure
Tour will be one of the most exciting things to do in
Thunder Bay this summer!

to create an interactive history exhibit inside.
See The City From New Heights
Northwest Helicopters Inc. will provide sightseeing
tours of the city, travelling over Lake Superior along
the waterfront, to the Terry Fox Lookout, as well as
along the Kaministiquia River.

Experience Her Story
Be guided on an interpretive tour into Thunder Bay’s
transportation past and history aboard the Alexander
Henry Museum Ship.
“Alex” has come home to Thunder Bay and the
Lakehead Transportation Museum Society has
worked to restore the ship to her former glory and

A visit to our travel website –
visitthunderbay.com offers many
ideas to help create your perfect
vacation at home!
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The Municipal Election is
happening on October 22
Three ways to vote
Learn more at

tbayvotes.ca
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City Launches Pop-Up Patio Pilot
Criteria for a Boardwalk
A Boardwalk with a minimum 1.8 m path or other similar structure
(which shall not extend into the travelled lane) is to be constructed
within the on-street parking lane adjacent to the Patio Patios must
be enclosed with a
self-supported, nonclimbable railing.
The City of Thunder Bay has
launched a two-year Pop-Up Patio
Pilot beginning this summer to
allow local businesses to build
temporary, seasonal patios and
seating areas using sidewalks and
on-street parking spaces.

their businesses,” said Joel DePeuter,
Manager of Realty Services.

This pilot has been requested by
businesses within the Business
Improvement Areas (BIA) and
Business Association (BA) areas who
believe the establishment of popup patios would contribute to the
attractiveness and vibrancy of the
areas, attracting additional visitors and
increased spending.

He added that the locations of these
outdoor spaces would not interfere
with the flow of pedestrians or
vehicles.

“We have been approached by
several businesses in our organized
districts that say they are interested
in building pop-up patios in front of

“The goal is to create a pedestrianfriendly environment and welcoming
street atmosphere provided that
operational impacts and risk and
liability to the City can be managed.”

The scope of the pilot is to permit a
limited number of patios in each of
the BIA and BA areas. The City will
be looking for input from the public
and successful applicants around the
success of the pilot after the first
summer season.
City Council will receive an update at
the end of the two-year pilot.

Boardwalks are to
have a railing on
the street side a
minimum of 1.067
metres in height and
extend a minimum of
0.3 metres over the
sidewalk.
Criteria for Patio
Patios must be enclosed with a self-supported, non-climbable railing or
other vertical barrier system, with a minimum height of 1.067 m.
Patios may not be used to increase the maximum occupancy of the
relevant building without a professional review and obtaining clearance
from the Building Services Division. A review is not required if total
occupancy remains unchanged once the patio seating is added. End
railings must include reflectors for night safety.

For more information, visit: thunderbay.ca/sidewalkpatio

DOWNLOAD THE CITY'S FREE MOBILE APP
Submit Water Meter Readings • Find your closest bus route • Get the latest city news
Report graffiti • Events and emergency notifications • Apply for City Jobs
Connect with local government • and so much more!

Connecting with the City of Thunder Bay has never been easier!
Pingstreet puts helpful City information and engaging tools in the palm of your hand.

Download for free today
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FROM
BIRCH BARK
CANOES TO
SALTIES

Vessels of Trade
& Commerce

As featured in the 2018 Thunder Bay Experience Guide

BY MICHELLE MCCHRISTIE

BOATS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AT
THE CENTRE OF TRADE AND
COMMERCE IN THE THUNDER
BAY AREA. FOR HUNDREDS OF
YEARS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
NAVIGATED LAKE SUPERIOR
AND ITS TRIBUTARIES VIA
BIRCH BARK CANOE AND LATER,
EUROPEANS ADOPTED THEIR
WAYS TO EXPLORE THE AREA
AND ESTABLISH FUR-TRADING
POSTS. BOATS ARE AN INTEGRAL
PART OF EACH OF THIS REGION’S
INDUSTRIES, PARTICULARLY
FOR THE IMPORT AND EXPORT
OF COMMODITIES THAT HAVE
SPURRED ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND PROSPERITY.

Evidence of the use of canoes in the
Thunder Bay area dates back several
hundred years as the likeness of a canoe
is depicted on a mazinaawbikinigeen
(pictograph) on the cliffs of Pictured
Lake, located about 27 kilometres

southwest of the city. It’s a little-known
fact that the Canadian Canoe Museum’s
logo is a replica of this pictograph—
the museum’s founder began using
the image as a sign of respect for
indigenous peoples.
When Europeans arrived in search
of furs in the 1600s, they learned to
navigate the web of rivers and lakes
from indigenous peoples who also
passed along their knowledge of
canoe-building. Using materials from
the earth—birch bark, white cedar,
and spruce roots—they built vessels
to withstand the rugged terrain of the
Canadian Shield and the heavy loads
of supplies and furs hauled to and
from remote trading posts.
Travelling the waterways of this area
was no easy task as the topography
lends itself to foaming whitewater
torrents that are impassable by canoe.
Grand Portage, just south of the
border in Minnesota, is so-named
due to its location on an infamous

35-kilometre-long footpath that avoids
a series of waterfalls and rapids on
the Pigeon River. Imagine trudging
along that portage with a handful
of crewmates carrying a canoe over
seven metres long and weighing about
140 kilograms, plus 25-30 pieces of
cargo! No doubt, there was a feeling
of exaltation when voyageurs reached
Fort William—the Northwest
Company fur trading post that
operated in the early 1880s.
As mining and forestry replaced the fur
trade as the focus of commerce, larger
vessels replaced the humble birch bark
canoe. The completion of the Canadian
Pacific Railway line from Fort William to
Winnipeg in 1882 was a boon for the local
economy as goods shipped to the city
could be easily transported further west.
A shipbuilding company sprang up in
Port Arthur and local entrepreneur James
Whalen put the “port” in Port Arthur by
investing heavily in the shipping industry
(his tugboat, built in 1906 to tow heavy

steamers and break ice a metre thick, is
moored at the Kaministiquia Riverfront
Heritage Park).
Whalen, who envisioned that the city
would prosper as “the Chicago of the
North,” would surely be impressed by
the activity on the waterfront. The Port
of Thunder Bay remains the largest
outbound port on the Great Lakes
seaway and the gateway to Western
Canada. In terms of bragging rights,
the port has the largest grain storage
capacity in North America and is the
only port on the seaway that exports
potash. In the ice-free months, it is
common to see multiple salties (ocean
vessels) in the harbour against the
backdrop of the Sleeping Giant. It’s
a picturesque scene, perhaps not all
that different from that of the bygone
era when people travelled by birch
bark canoe—the iconic landforms and
intricate network of waterways that
generations of people travelled before
us remain the same.
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Getting back to their roots: Fort William
First Nation youth learn the traditional
craft of building birch bark canoes.

IT’S A COOL, MISTY MORNING AT
THE POWWOW GROUNDS ON ANEMKI
WAJIW, WHICH OVERLOOKS THE
CITY OF THUNDER BAY ON FORT
WILLIAM FIRST NATION. A GROUP
OF FOUR YOUTH ARE PREPARING
THE WORKSPACE AND MATERIALS
TO BUILD A BIRCH BARK CANOE.
THEY’VE ALREADY GATHERED THE
BARK, SPRUCE ROOTS, CEDAR, AND
SPRUCE GUM FROM THE LAND,
FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF
THEIR ANCESTORS. IT’S PART OF A
RESURGENCE OF OJIBWE CULTURE

AT FORT WILLIAM, BUT WHAT MIGHT
APPEAR TO BE A LESSON ABOUT
CRAFTMANSHIP IS REALLY ABOUT
RESPECT—FOR THE LAND, THEIR
CULTURE, AND EACH OTHER.

As European settlers imposed their
culture on indigenous peoples, it
became increasingly challenging to
retain skills, like building birch bark
canoes or even knowing the Ojibwe
words to describe the materials and
the process. Like many indigenous
communities, Fort William First Nation
is working to change that by engaging
youth in hands-on projects.

For the past three
years, Gail Bannon,
Fort William First
Nation’s community
and recreational
coordinator, has
taught youth to
build birch bark
canoes completely by
hand in the tradition
of their ancestors. Bannon
learned the ins and outs of
canoe-building from Darren Lentz,
an elementary school principal who
learned the craft while working at Fort
William Historical Park and from
elders at Fort William First Nation.
When they started talking about
building canoes, Bannon realized
that she didn’t know of anyone in her
community with knowledge of canoebuilding: “I don’t know of anybody in
my mother’s generation that knows—
and maybe they do but they just don’t
do it any more. And I thought: how
could we have lost that?”
Both Bannon and Lentz are passionate
about providing opportunities
for youth to explore and feel the
connection and relationship to the
land. “A connection back to the land
is a connection to culture, language,
community and in the end ourselves,”
says Lentz. “Working up on Anemki
Wajiw (Mt. McKay), I think it is the
key to getting these kids outside and
experiencing the land that they live
on,” says Bannon. She knows building
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a canoe is meaningful to the youth, “it’s
not just sitting in an office or you’re
not just doing somebody’s grunt work,
they get to actually build something...
it’s not something you’re done in a
few hours, it’s a lot of touching and
feeling—they get to really experience
the materials that we use.”
An integral part of the build is
collecting all of the materials used
from the land. As Tanya Fenton says,
“it’s incredible to be able to know how
to build something from scratch.” The
youth learn how to choose and harvest
materials and use them wisely: “they
show great respect for the resources
because they know how much work
it is to get them,” says Lentz. Bannon
believes there is a deeper lesson in all
of this and that showing respect for
the resources is showing respect for
oneself.
Perhaps one of the proudest moments
for the youth involved in canoebuilding is when elders visited and
expressed their happiness at seeing
them learning a traditional craft and
connecting with Ojibwe culture.
“It’s all about teaching the youth
so that they can pass it on,” says
Bannon. “What the whole practice
of building a canoe does for you with
self confidence and pride, trying new
things and being more connected to
the environment.”
THUN
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Pick up a copy of the 2018 Thunder
Bay Experience Guide by visiting
the Pagoda, Terry Fox Visitor
Centre, or other newsstands
across the region. Or view online
at: visitthunderbay.ca
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PRESENTED BY

FR E E
EVENTS
AT M A R I N A PA R K

S TA G E L A U N C H
FRI, JUNE 29 | 6-9 PM

WEDNESDAYS
6-9PM
JULY 11 TO AUG 29

MACHINE DE
CIRQUE
SAT, JULY 28 | 5:30 PM & 9:30 PM

Aerialist Sachiko
Brayshaw with string
quartet from the Thunder
Bay Symphony Orchestra
JULY 11

Five Alarm Funk
Martin Blanchet Jazz
Quintet: Café Paris
Hunt and Gather
SPONSORS

Tourist Bureau
The Roosters
JULY 25

Thunder Bay
Symphony
Orchestra
Raine Hamilton
String Duo
Zachary Lucky

Machine de Cirque

AUGUST 15

AUGUST 29

Sykamore

DJ Shub
Iskwé

Shred Kelly

Greenbank

Siedd

Nick Sherman

AUGUST 22

Jean-Paul De Roover

The Zolas

AUGUST 1

AUGUST 8

Breabach

Dan Davidson

The Treble
Ocean City Defender

S

Logan Staats

The Northern
Pikes

JULY 28

LU

Classified

JULY 18

P

JUNE 29

CANADA DAY
J ULY 1
5 PM - 11 PM
LIVE MUSIC, FOOD & FUN!

Hillsburn
Pierre Schryer Trio

FUNDERS
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Connecting Residents to Inspire Climate Change
EarthCare Thunder Bay, in
partnership with Lakehead
University, has launched a new
climate change website.
The new website connects
information, actions, stories, and
people to inspire climate engagement
here in the Thunder Bay region.
"We encourage residents to share
stories around impacts and climate
change actions to inspire others,"
said Amy Coomes, Acting Climate
Adaptation Coordinator. "Climate
change is a complicated problem but
we are all in this together. We can and
we should take action to mitigate and
adapt to it."

The website was informed by research
carried out by Dr. Lindsay Galway
of Lakehead University on climate
change engagement and it was built on
three guiding principles:
• Learn about local climate change
science and potential impacts.
• Take action to reduce our
environmental footprint and adapt
to the impacts of climate change,
including talking about climate change.
• Collect and share stories about the
impacts seen or felt due to climate
change.
For more information, visit:
climatechangetbay.com
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DontBeTrashy.ca
#NotTrashyTbay

WORKING TOGETHER FOR A

CLEAN, GREEN & BEAUTIFUL

THUNDER BAY
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Crossing Guards Celebrated
The City of Thunder Bay celebrated
the individuals who continue to make
its crossing guard program a success
with the 13th annual Crossing Guard
Appreciation Day on June 1.
The crossing guard program has been
in place since 1947. Currently, 60
crossing guards are employed by the
City of Thunder Bay.

”

School crossing guards play an
important role in the lives of children
who walk or bicycle to school.

Our crossing guards provide safe crossing of busy City streets
for students throughout Thunder Bay, year-round, rain or
shine. We appreciate their hard work and dedication and we
are pleased to recognize our crossing guards through this
annual appreciation day. ”
– Michelle Riemer, Field Supervisor – Crossing Guards

Those interested in joining the
crossing guard program can
visit: thunderbay.ca/jobs

City Hall Sounds Returns for Sixth Year
Crime Prevention Thunder Bay's
Strong Neighbourhoods Working
Group presents the 6th Annual City
Hall Sounds.
Plan to attend every Thursday in
August from 12 -1 pm in McGillivray
Square at City Hall for live
entertainment, local food trucks,
and community partner information
booths. Musical acts will be
announced in early summer.
“City Hall Sounds is about celebrating
Thunder Bay and its people. It’s about
building our sense of community
and making our city safer and more
inclusive,” said Jeff Upton, Chair of
the Crime Prevention Council. “I
invite everyone to come out and enjoy
these community events and the urban
public space at City Hall. It’s a great

way to spend a lunch hour and it
contributes to community safety.”
These events aim to provide
an opportunity for residents to
connect with others who live and
work in the neighbourhood. “It’s
also a chance to connect with
community partners and learn
more about the work they are
doing to improve community safety
and well-being,” said Lee-Ann
Chevrette, Coordinator – Thunder
Bay Crime Prevention Council.

Celebrate the
South Core
Every Thursday in August,
12 – 1 pm, in McGillivray Square,
City Hall. (500 Donald St. E.)
• Enjoy live local music
• Dine outdoors at the food trucks
• Explore local community partner
information booths

Proudly supported by

For more information,
call: 625-2554
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Recognizing Crucial Role of Public Works
More than 400 residents turned
out when the City’s Infrastructure
& Operations Department held
its first Open House to recognize
National Public Works Week on
Saturday, May 26.

General Manager – Infrastructure
& Operations. “Our community
depends on our public works
professionals, who are always there
and always ready.”

National Public Works Week, May 20-26,
recognized annually and across
North America as an opportunity
to educate residents about public
works and celebrate the work these
professionals provide.
“Public works professionals work
hard to provide and maintain
essential public services. They are
often the hidden heroes of winter
storm and rainfall events, and they
work hard behind the scenes to
deliver high-quality drinking water,
to name a few,” said Kerri Marshall,
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The event took place at the
Mountdale Public Works Yard
and featured vehicle displays of a
garbage truck, snowplow, tree truck,
excavator, front-end loader, the
new Python 5000, and many others.
There were also free hotdogs and
hamburgers, and the City’s water bar
was there to keep attendees hydrated.
Kids’ activities included a bouncy
castle and face painting, music, games
and chances to win great prizes.
The Infrastructure & Operations
Department looks forward to hosting
the Open House again next year.

14 th Annual Mayor’s Mulligan
GOLF TOURNAMENT
in support of

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2018

11:00 am Shotgun Start

Strathcona Golf Course • Thunder Bay, Ontario

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

$560/team
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

Pat Berezowski
Tel.: 807-626-3122
Email: pberezowski@thunderbay.ca
or
Anna Bahlieda
Tel.: 807-625-2741
Email: abahlieda@thunderbay.ca

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

Staff and residents take part in the first Public Works Day festivities at Mountdale Yard.

MOBILE INTERNET

Internet where
you need it
STARTING AT

35

$

PER
MONTH

3GB FLEX PLAN

Visit an Authorized Tbaytel Dealer
Call Customer Care 807-623-4400 or 1-800-264-9501

tbaytel.net/mobileinternet
Rogers and the Mobius Design are trademarks of or used under license from Rogers Communications Inc. or an affiliate.
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