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A Message from the Mayor
On behalf of the City Council and the citizens of Thunder Bay, it is my pleasure to
welcome you to Doors Open Thunder Bay 2022.
Since 2003, Doors Open has invited citizens to explore architecture, community, culture,
and heritage through a variety of tours, exhibits, photos, and videos illuminating some of
the many historical features of our city's past.
This year, we explore our roots in agriculture with sites that tell the stories relating to this
important part of our heritage and modern day experience both within the city and out
into our neighbouring rural areas as well.
Our city features many unique architectural treasures, and an event like Doors Open
Thunder Bay is a wonderful way for residents and visitors alike to experience them ﬁrsthand.
I would like to thank the Heritage Advisory Committee for organizing this event and for
the work they do year-round in helping us preserve our history by working to identify,
protect, and promote our heritage resources.
I would also like to thank all of the participating site owners who are opening their doors
to the public, both in-person on Saturday, September 10th and digitally, as well as the
team of volunteers who are instrumental in putting this event together. Without their
hard work and dedication, an event like this would not be possible.
On behalf of the City of Thunder Bay, best wishes for
another successful Doors Open event.
Sincerely,

DOORS OPEN THUNDER BAY
CONTACT INFORMATION
Inquiries about Doors Open Thunder Bay can
be made by calling The City of Thunder Bay Archives
at 807-625-2205, or by emailing
archives@thunderbay.ca
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SOME TIPS FOR
TOURING:

Welcome!
Come and explore the Ontario Heritage Trust’s
popular Doors Open Ontario program and learn
more about the province’s spectacular heritage
sites!
From historical houses to modern marvels of
construction, Doors Open Ontario showcases the
buildings, natural spaces, infrastructure, and cultural
landscapes that shape and deﬁne our communities.
Since the program was launched in 2002, over 8.3 million
visits have been made to thousands of unique buildings
and spaces. The Doors Open Ontario program also has a
big impact on local communities, with participants
spending more than $11 million during their travels in a
typical year as they learned about heritage conservation,
local history and had fun.
Starting in 2020, the Doors Open Ontario program has
also included digital experiences to engage visitors.
While we await the return to in-person events, you can
still visit sites digitally and enjoy online experiences that
you might not be able to have in any other way.
The Ontario Heritage Trust still works with communities
across the province to open the doors, gates, and
courtyards of their unique and most fascinating cultural
sites so you can explore the stories inside. But with Digital
Doors Open, there is more to explore.
The in-person program will continue to run from April to
October each year, but the Digital Doors Open program
will now run year-round. And be sure to check out our
sample staytrip itineraries, too, to travel across the
province – virtually – in the span of a single day.
Source: doorsopenontario.on.ca/welcome
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Join us in celebrating our history
and heritage!
The Heritage Advisory Committee is thrilled to
present Doors Open Thunder Bay again in 2022!

Held every other year in September, Doors Open
Thunder Bay is facilitated by the Heritage Advisory
Committee under the supporting partnership of Doors
Open Ontario and the Ontario Heritage Trust.
This single-day event oﬀers residents and visitors alike
the opportunity to experience ﬁrst-hand some of our
city's most unique architectural structures and heritage
sites. In 2022, as we explore our roots in agriculture, it is
the ﬁrst time that participating sites extend out to include
our neighbouring rural areas.
Heritage Advisory Committee
Preserving our past, sustaining our present, and inspiring
for the future.
Mission: The Heritage Advisory Committee advises City
Council on the protection of Thunder Bay's built and
natural cultural heritage. The committee educates and
promotes awareness of this heritage so that future
planning and development take into consideration the
rich history of these assets.

>Plan ahead! Use the
event guide to help decide
where you're going and
when.
> Select sites to visit that
interest you the most.
There are lots of sites to
choose from, ensuring
there is something for
everyone to enjoy.
> Sites are open from 10
am to 4 pm – plenty of
time to meet up with
friends, grab lunch, and
enjoy the full day .
> Plan to visit ﬁve to eight
sites, don't try and cram
them all in – you want to
enjoy the day.
> Account for travel time;
some sites are further
away than others!
> Ask questions!
Volunteers and/or site
representatives are happy
to answer them.

Thunder Bay's Heritage Advisory Committee was
originally established in 1977 as LACAC - The Local
Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee.

> Fill in an event survey,
available at each site; we
want your feedback!

Further information about the Heritage Advisory
Committee as well as the Municipal Heritage Register
and Heritage Events can be found online at
www.thunderbay.ca/en/city-hall/heritage-inthunder-bay

> Thank participating sites
for opening up their doors
as well as our event
volunteers for assisting.

You can also follow HAC on social media at:

> Most importantly... have
fun!

HACThunderBay
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NORTH CORE SITES
Harmony United Church
Goods & Co. Market
Thunder Bay Tourist Pagoda
CNR Caboose 78175
SHUNIAH ST

1.
2.
3.
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1. Harmony United Church

2. Goods & Co. Market

1 Shuniah Street,
Thunder Bay

251 Red River Road,
Thunder Bay

Knox United Church began in 1909 as a small,
wooden building on Shuniah Street. The current
brick building was completed in 1949 and Crittall
Hall added in 1963. On January 1, 2019, Knox
United amalgamated with Current River United
and became Harmony United Church, which is an
appropriate name for the congregations given
their love of music and singing.

An innovative economic development project,
2,135 square metres (23,000 square feet) of this
former Eaton’s store has been transformed into a
modern urban marketplace that reveals the
building’s underlying structure. Featuring local
food and merchandise vendors and a large public
common area, Goods & Co. Market serves as an
integrated food and community hub, business
incubator, and art education facility.
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Things to see and do
25 local vendors (food & retail shops!)
Ÿ guided tours and sightings of beadwork & painting

Ÿ
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Aﬀectionately known locally as the Pagoda, this
structure was a boosterism project created as a
means to promote Port Arthur’s merits as a social,
business, and economic hub. Its unique design
was selected through a contest won by local
architect H. Russell Halton. Still operational, it is
known to be the longest continuously operating
tourism information bureau in Canada.

Built at the Canadian National Railway’s Transcona
Shops in Winnipeg, Caboose 78175 served as an
oﬃce and home for train crews for nearly 60 years.
Gifted to the City of Thunder Bay after its
retirement, ownership was transferred to the
Thunder Bay Railway Historical Society in 2016.
This volunteer group has since restored her to her
glory days.

Things to see and do
Ÿ peek up the staircase leading to the pagoda's attic
Ÿ display of historical tourism materials
Ÿ self-guided historical walking tours of Thunder Bay
available

Things to see and do
learn about the functions of a caboose
Ÿ speak with members of the Thunder Bay Railway
Historical Society about the restoration project
Ÿ souvenirs available for purchase
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Pearl Street (Marina Park), Thunder Bay
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170 Red River Road,
Thunder Bay
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4. Canadian National
Railway Caboose 78175

3. Thunder Bay Tourist Pagoda
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Things to see and do
Ÿ self-guided tours with hosts to answer questions
Ÿ coﬀee and tea being served
Ÿ bake sale

DOORS OPEN THUNDER BAY 2022

Ÿ

doorsopenontario.on.ca/thunder-bay

SOUTH CORE SITES

ARCHIBALD ST N

MAY ST N

Roots Community Food Centre Lillie Street
Urban Farm
6. Chapple Building (former Fort William Grain Exchange)
7. Thunder Bay Museum
8. TBT Engineering, N.M. Paterson Building
9. Model Ship Display, N.M. Paterson
Building
10. Chippewa Park Pavilion
11. Chippewa Park Carousel
12. Fort William Historical Park
BRODIE ST N
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6. Chapple Building (formerly the
Fort William Grain Exchange)

125 Lillie Street South, Thunder Bay

101 Syndicate Avenue North, Thunder Bay
(access main entrance from
the parkette oﬀ of Justice Ave.)

This 0.8-hectare (two-acre) growing hot spot,
developed by the Roots Community Food Centre,
provides youth supportive employment, access to
fresh food, and opportunities to build community
connections. The SHOW program teaches
agricultural skills and how to market the farm’s
produce (seasonal crops, fruit and honey). The site
also includes 48 community garden plots for
individuals to grow their own vegetables.

Constructed to house the Grain Commission of
Canada headquarters and sample market for
trading, this building was ﬁrst known as the Fort
William Grain Exchange. Chapples Limited opened
its magniﬁcent department store in the building’s
basement and ground levels. A retail tenant in
1913, Chapples Limited purchased the entire
building in 1946. Many original building ﬁnishes
are still visible today.

Things to see and do
learn about growing taking place and apiary onsite
Ÿ market stand open for purchases

Things to see and do
Ÿ self-guided tours will take you to see many original
features of the building
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5. Roots Community Food Centre
Lillie Street Urban Farm

FREDERICA ST W
GORE ST W

7. Thunder Bay Museum

YONGE ST

KINGSTON ST
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425 Donald Street East,
Thunder Bay
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Fort William Historical Park is located at
1350 King Road oﬀ of Broadway Avenue
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1918 Yonge Street, Thunder Bay

Built as Fort William’s police station and
courthouse, the Thunder Bay Historical Museum
Society opened its major exhibit gallery here in
1997. Visit the Thunder Bay Museum during Doors
Open Thunder Bay 2022 for back-of-house artifact
collection storage tours, artifact displays on the
early foodways and agricultural development in
the area, as well as a museum-wide family-friendly
scavenger hunt.

This building shares the story of Norman Paterson,
whose pursuits in the grain-trade industry
brought him to Fort William in 1908. Paterson’s
successes saw this property develop from a small
building, wooden grain elevator, workhouse, and
dock into the headquarters of a vast grainhandling and steamship ﬁrm. Now home to TBT
Engineering, restoration and preservation of this
site continues.

Things to see and do
back-of-house collections tours
Ÿ a museum scavenger hunt
Ÿ agricultural displays

Things to see and do
tour the 1950's era boardroom, see photos of the
former elevators and artifacts from Paterson Shipping
Ÿ visit the beautifully restored Paterson Sailors
Memorial Park onsite

Ÿ

12

8. TBT Engineering Consulting Group,
N.M. Paterson Building

Ÿ

5

RURAL SITES
13. Lakehead University
Agricultural Research Station
14. St. Benedict's Church
15. Rural Heritage Days
16. Stanley Hill Bison

10. Chippewa Park Pavilion

9. Model Ship Display,
N.M. Paterson Building

2465 City Road,
Thunder Bay

1918 Yonge Street, Thunder Bay
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Things to see and do
Ÿ take in the beautiful round log construction
Ÿ tours of the building hosted by The Friends of
Chippewa Park
Ÿ display featuring the history of Chippewa Park

SLATE RIVER
HWY 130

HWY 61
LITTLE NORWAY RD

Things to see and do
Ÿ view a collection of model ships
Ÿ speak with the model builder
Ÿ learn about how these models are made

Designed by, and with construction overseen by,
Hereditary Chief John Thunder, this pavilion is a
log-frame lodge that has been a feature of the
park since 1925. The logs used in its construction
were all cut from the property. An exhibit inside
the pavilion main hall explores the site’s history.
Tours by The Friends of Chippewa Park.

HWY 588

While visiting the N.M. Paterson Building, be sure
to stop by the display of model ships built by Dave
Benedet. From tugs to freighters, many of which
reﬂect familiar visitors to Thunder Bay’s harbour,
Dave has constructed 154 model ships over his
lifetime. A retired ship’s engineer, Dave can also
share many stories of sailing Lake Superior and
beyond.

HWY 61

BOUNDARY DR

14
BOY SCOUT RD
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N
HWY 608

11. Chippewa Park Carousel

12. Fort William Historical Park

2465 City Road,
Thunder Bay

1350 King Road,
Thunder Bay

Crafted in 1915 by the “Amusement King,” C.W.
Parker, this carousel has been operating here since
1934. A rare gem and designated heritage
structure, it has been undergoing a major
restoration. Come and learn about the project and
speak with some of the artisans who have been
doing this work. Hosted by The Friends of
Chippewa Park Carousel Restoration Committee.

Opened in 1973, Fort William Historical Park
features Fort William, the inland headquarters of
the North West Company from 1803 to 1821,
which, at the time was the world's largest fur
trading enterprise with posts stretching across
North America. This reconstruction was built using
period drawings and archaeological ﬁndings from
the original site, located in Thunder Bay's East End.

Things to see and do
Ÿ learn about the complete restoration that has taken
place over the past 4 years
Ÿ all 26 of the carousel’s horses have now been restored,
some of which will be on display
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Things to see and do:
Tour historic structures including the Fort's farm
complex, its equipment and animals
Ÿ Heritage garden interpretation
Ÿ Traditional Indigenous food ways demonstrations

NEEBING

SITE SERVICES - TABLE OF ICONS

Guided
Tours
Available

Self-guided
Tours
Available

Kid-friendly

National
Historic Site
(Canada)

Site is protected
by the Ontario
Heritage Trust

Parking

Full
Wheelchair
Access

Partial
Wheelchair
Access

Washrooms

Food
Vendors

Ÿ

doorsopenontario.on.ca/thunder-bay

DIGITAL SITES
Doors Open Thunder Bay 2022 is pleased
to present some digital sites as well. These
can be found online at:

13. Lakehead University
Agricultural Research Station
5790 Little Norway Road, Thunder Bay

Located out Highway 61 on Little Norway Road,
LUARS is a not-for-proﬁt organization composed
of local agricultural operations and interested
community members. Researchers there are
constantly testing new crops, varieties, fertilizers,
and bioproducts against our local environment
and growing season. The station is focused on
research for the development and diversiﬁcation
of agriculture, and reports ﬁndings back yearly to
members.
Things to see and do
learn about the work and research taking place here

Ÿ

14. St. Benedict’s Church
Corner of Highway 61 and Boy Scout Road,
Neebing

This quaint clapboard church was established by
the Jesuits with Reverend P.G.S. Lebel ﬁrst
conducting its services. Built in 1915, many of its
local parishioners contributed to the construction.
The church’s three sections represent Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Today, St. Benedict’s forms part
of Holy Family Parish. Mass is celebrated here on
the third Sunday of each month.

doorsopenontario.on.ca/
digital-doors-open
Hint: select “Explore all of our Digital Doors
Open sites” then use the “ﬁlter by” option to
ﬁnd our local sites by typing in or selecting
“Thunder Bay”.
You can also ﬁnd these digital sites on the
Doors Open Thunder Bay Facebook page.

Things to see and do
explore the church with local parishioners available to
guide you along, share stories, and answer any
questions

Ÿ

Keefer Terminal
Port of Thunder Bay

15. Rural Heritage Days

16. Stanley Hill Bison

584 Highway 130 (Highway 130
and Piper Road), Slate River

4326 Highway 11/17,
Kakabeka Falls

Superior Elevator
Port of Thunder Bay
With the exception of a wartime pause, Slate River
Valley has hosted plowing matches annually since
1927. Today, Rural Heritage Days have expanded
to include tractor rodeos, antique demonstrations,
vendors, and more to entertain visitors and
celebrate our local farming heritage. Visit the
Doors Open booth onsite for your self-guided
tour brochure. Note: $10 parking fee per vehicle

Stanley Hill Bison is a small family-run bison farm
located in Kakabeka Falls, near Thunder Bay.
Established in 2016, they ensure that they have a
happy herd through quality hay and pasture.
Locally sourced oats are also supplemented when
needed. Come visit and see how they strive toward
providing the highest-quality products using
family farming values and techniques.

Things to see and do
live demonstrations: threshing, binding, grain
grinding, as well as lumber being cut on a saw mill, as
done 100 years ago, with original antique equipment.
Ÿ food vendors, antique tractor display, tractor parade,
tractor rodeo, live entertainment.

Things to see and do
Ÿ view some of the herd
Ÿ speak with farmers Tim and Ashley Janssens about
raising bison
Ÿ store open for purchases

Ÿ
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Red Sky Métis Independent Nation
Birch Tea
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Doors Open Thunder Bay 2022 acknowledges our participating sites. Thank you so much for opening your
doors to share your spaces and stories, providing a wonderful experience to our community and visitors.
We are also grateful to this year’s event planning team and our event-day volunteers.
Your dedication and assistance has made Doors Open Thunder Bay 2022 possible.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM OUR 2022 EVENT SPONSORS
K E Y S TO N E S P O N S O R S

PILLAR SPONSORS

THRESHOLD SPONSOR

FOLLOW DOORS OPEN THUNDER BAY
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Doors Open events are held in Thunder Bay the ﬁrst Saturday after the Labour Day
Weekend every other year. Our next event will be in 2024. Following us on social
media is a great way to keep up-to-date on current and future event information!
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