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 Introduction 

The purpose of this background study is to research the historical 
and architectural significance of the properties and buildings 
located in the McVicar Creek-Harrington Court area in Thunder 
Bay’s northward. This study has been initiated by the Thunder Bay 
Heritage Advisory Committee to examine the merits of establishing 
a Heritage Conservation District (HCD) in the proposed study area. 
This grouping of homes and businesses, once known as the “McVicar 
Homestead” subdivision, is the block of properties located on the 
north side of McVicar Creek between Court St. N. and Algoma St. N., 
which includes homes on Algoma St. N., Court St. N, Emmerson Ave., 
Harrington Ave., and Ray Ct. The buildings at 131 Courts St. N., 26 
Nugent St. and the city owned paved walk path property which exist 
along the south side of the creek are also included in this study. (see 
Page 4) A secondary study area has also been examined in lesser 
detail, but is included in this report for consideration (see
 Appendix 3).

An important factor that makes this area unique is that the majority 
of the buildings have retained their original architectural integrity and 
display a variety of early 20th century building designs. The park land 
that exists on the south side of McVicar Creek has maintained its 
original use as a road and walkway. In addition to the architectural 
significance, the primary study area represents an important 
part of Thunder Bay’s rich history as many of Port Arthur’s early 
influential residents lived in the area and where the original owners 
of the properties. While immediate threats of further commercial 
development in the proposed HCD appear to be low, the historical 
and architectural uniqueness of this area does warrant consideration 
as a Heritage Conservation District. Heritage District designation 
is important to ensure that this area of historical and architectural 
significance is preserved for future generations of Thunder Bay’s 
Citizens.
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Area Designation 

Before the designation process can begin, official recognition by the 
City of Thunder Bay for the need to protect heritage sites must exist. 
This recognition is clearly stated in the City of Thunder Bay’s Official 
Plan which recognizes: “As development continues over time, buildings 
and sites of historic, architectural, or cultural significance that are not 
protected in some way become increasingly threatened by demolition or 
alteration.”1 In recognition of the importance of Heritage Resources to 
the overall quality of life for the citizens of Thunder Bay, Section 3.4 of 
Thunder Bay’s Official Plan further acknowledges:

Council may designate areas as Heritage Conservation Districts, by by-
law pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, based on one or more of the 
following criteria:

a) the area is associated with a particular historic event or era that 
is unique to the community;

b) the presence of properties that are considered significant to the 
community as a result of there location or setting

c) the presence of properties representing a design method of 
construction which is considered architecturally and or/historically 
significant;

d) the presence of properties that collectively represent a certain 
aspect of the development of the community which is worthy of 
maintaining; or,

e) the presence of physical, environmental or aesthetic elements 
which, individually may not constitute sufficient grounds for 
designation of a Heritage Conservation District, but which 
collectively are significant to the community.2

1 City of Thunder Bay Official Plan, (March 8, 2002), Chapter 3 - Heritage Resources, Section 2, Page 3.1

2 Ibid, Page 3.3

City of Thunder Bay’s Official Plan
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The legislation that the proposed McVicar Creek-Harrington Court 
Heritage District falls under is chapter V of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. (see Appendix 4) This legislation allows municipal councils to 
designate areas for:

“the protection and enhancement of groups of properties that 
collectively give an area a special character. This character derives 
not only from individual properties which may be of architectural or 
historical interest but also from overall historic and aesthetic values of 
buildings, streets and open spaces seen together. District designation 
under Part V of the Act provides a tool for protecting that character in 
the course of change and development within a municipality.”3

3 A Manual for Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee Members, Ministry of Culture, 

Tourism and Recreation, Heritage District Guidelines p. 7.

The Ontario Heritage Act 
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