
RecommendingReadings in Celebration of Indigenous Awareness Month.
This book list was created while navigating through unique times. COVID-19 has prevented us from physically
gathering as a community to celebrate Indigenous cultures or interact in spaces like libraries as we usually had.
National Indigenous Peoples’ Day and Pow-wow celebrations will certainly be observed differently this year.
However, just because we need to change the way we celebrate this year, does not mean that the spirit behind our
different forms of celebrating should be lost.

As we have witnessed in recent events, citizens are calling for change in ways we interact as a society and how
public institutions operate. Honest and challenging conversations are being held throughout the world, which leaves
many asking: “What can I do?” or “How can I help?” Educating ourselves is a first step in learning and unlearning
behaviours and to continue being a part of the solution towards building a safe and inclusive community that we can
all be proud of. We hope that these selections will help in this journey and invite conversations in building new
understandings.

In My Own Moccasins
Helen Knott

A realistic view of what it’s like to
be an Indigenous woman
navigating colonized spaces. It is
a memoir of addiction, inter-
generational trauma and sexual
violence healed by love,
sisterhood and ceremony.

How to be an Anti-Racist
Ibram X. Kendi

This author doesn’t point the
finger at others when it comes to
racism, rather he takes a deep,
uncomfortable look at himself.
According to Kendi “an idea,
action or policy can only be racist
or anti-racist.”

The Trail of Nenaboozoo
Isaac Murdoch

This book is a beautiful celebration of
Indigenous culture. The protagonist
Nenaboozoo is not only one of themost
charismatic characters inAnishinaabe
stories, but he is also a symbol of our
city and an iconic piece of our
landscape.
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The North-West is our
Mother
Jean Teillet

Ahistory of the vibrant Metis
people, their culture and their fight
against Canada for recognition,
their lands and their rights and
freedoms.

How Does it Feel to be a
Problem?

Moustafa Bayoumi

This book explains what it feels
like to be an Arab/Muslim in a
society that views them as an
enemy from workplace
discrimination, government
surveillance and the
disappearance of friends/family.

Dancing with a Ghost
Rupert Ross

This book was written by a
Crown Attourney that for many
years misjudged Indigenous
victims, witnesses and offenders
because of misinterpreting
cultural norms. This book details
Ross’ efforts to bridge the gap in
his understanding of Indigenous
culture and his advice for
communicating with Indigenous
communities.

Before the Usual Time
Curated by Darlene Naponese

This book is a collection of
Indigenous stories & poems,
featuring local and regional
voices. Filmmaker Darlene
Naponese curated these writings
with the following theme in mind:
“time that has passed, time that
is now and time that comes.”

Me and White Supremacy

Layla Saad

This is a workbook for anyone
who is genuinely interested in
doing the essential work to
unpack their bias, privilege,
conscious and unconscious
beliefs that inflict damage on
people of colour.

Your Knowledge Bundle
Is a collaborative project between
Confederation College Library, The

City of Thunder Bayand Thunder Bay
Public Library.

This reading list is onemethodology
for which the aforementioned
organizations are responding
to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commissions’ Call to Action #57
- Professional Development and

Training for Public Servants and #2 -
Education and Reconciliation.

For further Reading
recommendations please talk of one

of Thunder Bay’s

Indigenous Library Liaisons:
Sam Bird:smartin-bird@tbpl.ca

RobynMedicine: rmedicine@tbpl.ca
Tiffany Miller:

tmiller@confederationcollege.ca
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