
Recommending reading, all titles available at:  
Thunder Bay Public Library & Confederation College Library
This booklist was created for self-guided professional development.  It is meant to help us understand 
what life is like for people from variety of cultures living in the City of Thunder Bay, so that we might 
bring that knowledge into better informing our personal and professional interactions.

These readings will help you to: contextualize people’s experiences with addictions, inter-generational 
trauma and poverty, as well assist with analyzing personal beliefs and how they might impact others.  
it is the goal that through these readings we can bring mindfulness, compassion and respect into our 
day-to-day interactions and build a city that is safe and welcoming to for citizens and visitors. 

The Seven Fallen Feathers

Tanya Talaga

This book examines the 
deaths of 7 students who 
came to Thunder Bay to attend 
highschool and the systematic 
gaps of racism that prevented 
these youth from getting a fair 
investigation.

So You Want to Talk About Race

Ijeoma Oluo

Honest conversations about racism 
and how it affects our lives.  This 
book optimistically gives the 
reader briliant, clear, confident, 
and constructive approaches for 
dealings with prejudice in our day- 
to-day lives.

In Search of April Raintree

Beatrice Mosioner

This book gives a realistic 
encounter of what it’s like to 
grow up in the child-welfare 
system.  This book touches on 
inter-generational trauma, gaps in 
the child welfare system, racism, 
proverty and violence against 
women.
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The Mishomis Book

Edward Benton-Benai

An entry level book to Ojibway 
culture that is both beautifully 
told and illustrated by teacher 
Edward Benton-Benai.  This book 
will satiate all age groups while 
developing an admiration and 
understanding of Ojibway culture.

Law’s Indigenous Ethics

John Burrows

This book beautifully explores 
Indigenous - Canadian ethics and 
issues regarding title, treaties 
and education in relation to the 
seven sacred teachings: love, 
truth, bravery, humility, wisdom, 
honesty & respect. 

My Two Spirited Journey

Ma-Nee Chacaby

This book follows Chacaby’s 
journery to self-discovery; 
overcoming loss, violence, 
alcoholism, societial and cultural 
expectations of womanhood.  
This book is inspiring, trailblazing 
and insightfull; a must read.

An Inconvenient Indian 
Thomas King

This book is an honest, funny 
and unfiltered telling of settler 
colonialism in North America 
and the complex, dysfunctional 
relationship between Indigenous 
and non in North America.  It 
provides valuable insights for the 
future without comprimising fact.

21 Things You Didn’t Know 
About the Indian Act

Bob Joseph

The title of this book says it all.  
This book speaks to the truths 
and realities of the Indian Act, 
truths that are not of common 
knowledge to the average 
Canadian.  

Your Knowledge Bundle

Is a collaborative project between 
Confederation College Library, The 

City of Thunder Bay and Thunder Bay 
Public Library.  

This reading list is one methodology 
for which the aforementioned 
organizations are responding 

to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commissions’ Call to Action #57 
- Professional Development and 

Training for Public Servants and #2 - 
Education and Reconciliation.

For further Reading 
recommendations please talk of one 

of Thunder Bay’s 

Indigenous Library Liaisons:  
Sam Bird: smartin-bird@tbpl.ca 

Robyn Medicine: rmedicine@tbpl.ca 
Tiffany Miller:  

tmiller@confederationcollege.ca
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