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The Thunder Bay Drug Strategy, endorsed by City Council in 2011, is  
the official community plan to address substance use in Thunder Bay.

HouSiNG WorkiNG Group  
Chair, niCole laTour  
Thunder Bay’s housing and homelessness Coalition 
functions as the housing Working group. it works 
towards all people in Thunder Bay having access to safe, 
appropriate and affordable housing. Priorities for 2015 
include a point-in-time homelessness count, more case 
management and skill building for individuals living with 
addiction and on the recovery path, more transitional 
housing, and strategies to streamline intake into the 
housing system for people who are homeless. 

ADVoCACY WorkiNG Group   
Chair, To Be deTerMined 
one priority for 2015 is to advocate for improvements 
to Federal drug Policy and a national housing Strategy. 
Building on the success of the 2014 housing rally, 
partners from all sectors will educate candidates on 
housing needs in the upcoming federal election, including 
the unique needs of people living with addiction.  

EDuCATioN & prEVENTioN WorkiNG Group   
Chair, nanCY hernandeZ-BaSurTo 
The drug awareness Committee (daC) spearheads this 
work. one goal is to reduce the stigma around addiction 
and build a compassionate community so people are 
supported in their recovery. To that end, the “recovery in 
Focus” sub-committee does agency presentations, trains 
story tellers, and organizes the annual “recovery day.”

a second goal is to engage parents, caregivers, schools 
and post-secondary institutions in preventing and 
minimizing harm to children and youth. daC uses social 
media as one way to educate and connect, so be sure to 
follow them on-line.

YouTH iSSuES WorkiNG Group   
Chair, nanCY BlaCK 
Partners will use the May 2015 Youth Forum to  
kick-start a strategy that engages youth in awareness  
and advocacy work around substance use. it will take a 
harm minimization approach to helping youth stay safe 
when using substances.

geT involved!

MATErNAl SuBSTANCE uSE & CHilD  
WorkiNG Group 
Chair,  aiMee Jaun 
The ultimate goal is to ensure women who use 
substances, and who are also pregnant or parenting, 
get good continuity of care from both health care and 
community organizations. This group does professional 
development on the unique needs of women, and is 
currently engaging agencies to identify strengths and 
gaps in the system.

HArM rEDuCTioN WorkiNG Group 
Chair, riCK ThoMPSon 
This working group plans to expand the availability of 
needle exchange services and overdose prevention 
training, improve access to safe inhalation kits, and 
provide training about harm reduction to various service 
agencies. These strategies have been shown to improve 
the health of people who use substances. 

Wilfred Potts, Kwae Kii Win staff, at the housing rally.

iMPleMenTaTion 
STruCTure
Six Working groups have formed to move 
forward on the Strategy’s priority actions. 
Membership is diverse and reflects the  
drug Strategy’s pillars:

Harm reduction  •  Enforcement  •  Treatment   
Housing  •  prevention

The implementation Panel provides 
sustainability, coordination and oversight of 
projects and assists with evaluation of progress. 
The Panel also created the Working group 
advisory Committee comprised of all working 
group chairs, the Strategy Coordinator and 
the Strategy Chair. This group meets quarterly 
to review work plans, progress and cross-
connections to goals of other working groups. 

VISION MISSION
To improve the health, safety and well-being 
of all citizens by working together to reduce 
the harm caused by substance use.

To implement the Thunder Bay drug Strategy.

Working Group Advisory 
Committee

With backbone support from the City of Thunder Bay, community partners have come on board for a second  
three-year term with financial and in-kind contributions for 2015-2017.

This is the fourth annual report to the community. it focuses on progress achieved over the last year as a result  
of continued collaboration and collective effort of many groups and organizations across Thunder Bay. By working 
together, those involved implement programming, services and policies that reflect recommended actions in the  
drug Strategy.



reSulTS 
using a collective impact framework called results 
Based accountability, the Thunder Bay drug Strategy 
identified eight key results, as well as evidence-
based actions to achieve those results. The following 
is an update on the progress during our third year of 
implementation. 

The numbers that appear in brackets throughout the 
report reflect the actions identified in the drug Strategy, 
roadmap for Change, completed in 2011.

iMplEMENTATioN
The community of Thunder Bay implements 
actions to reduce harms associated with 
substance use (result one)

CoNTiNuED CoorDiNATioN (1.2) 
Collective impact theory is based on the idea that complex 
social issues are best addressed when different sectors  
of a community work together. Coordination of the  
drug Strategy ensures that the five conditions necessary 
for a successful collective impact approach are met. The 
five conditions are:

Common agenda for change 
The recommendations in the 2011 “roadmap for Change” 
report continue to drive the actions of the working groups 
and partners.

Shared measurement systems 
Many of the initiatives profiled in this report work towards 
improving indicators at a community level. 

Continuous communication 
The bi-monthly drug Strategy newsletter was launched 
March 2015, and is distributed by email, on facebook and at 

     thunderbaydrugstrategy.ca

Backbone support 
a dedicated coordinator position is essential to achieving 
the actions in the Strategy and sustaining the partnership. 
in 2014 Thunder Bay City Council supported continuation 
of its commitment for the three-year term of 2015-2017. 
Members of the drug Strategy Community Partnership 
followed suit. at the time of writing, the following 
organizations have committed funding:  
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•  St. Joseph’s Care group

•  Superior north eMS

•  Thunder Bay district health unit

•  Thunder Bay Police Service

•  Thunder Bay regional health Sciences Centre

•  north West local health integration network  
(one-time commitment for 2015)

Mutual reinforcement 
every success in the Strategy is the result of agencies 
working together to coordinate efforts, either as a 
member of a drug Strategy working group or a specific 
task force. 

CENTrE oF EXCEllENCE (1.4) 
The goal is to establish a Centre of excellence for 
addictions and Mental health for northwestern ontario. 
in partnership with the Centre of rural and northern 
health research, a proposal requesting financial support 
from the Ministry of health and long Term Care was 
submitted in March 2014. 

it outlined a region-wide engagement work plan that 
would identify a model best suited to the unique needs 
of the north. The intent is to improve infrastructure and 
support for surveillance, opportunities for applied and 
participatory research, and knowledge translation  
and exchange. 

The result will be enhanced community capacity around 
evidence-based decision making, evaluation, collaboration 
and multi-sector integration. We are awaiting a decision 
from the Ministry. 

HouSiNG
All people in Thunder Bay have access to 
safe, appropriate and affordable housing 
(result three)

MANAGED AlCoHol proGrAM: kWAE kii WiN 
CENTrE (kkW) (3.11) 
The KKW Centre continues to offer support and 
accommodation to 15 men and women who have 
experienced long-term homelessness and chronic 
and severe problems related to alcohol use. a recent 
comprehensive evaluation demonstrated a much-
improved quality of life for individuals participating 
in the program. in the more than three years since it 
has been open, nine individuals have moved into other 
housing. Kwae Kii Win also demonstrated reductions 
in use of withdrawal management services, emergency 
health services and police contact and incarceration in 
the range of 40-80 per cent for individuals participating 
in the program. Shelter house continues to seek 
financial support to sustain this important program.

“WHY HoMElESSNESS MATTErS” EVENTS  
over 150 people attended three Community Town hall 
meetings held throughout 2014 to raise awareness 
of the importance of addressing homelessness in 
Thunder Bay. Titled “Why addressing homelessness 
Matters”, these events spoke to the impact of 
homelessness on “health”, “Safety” and “Prosperity” 
of both individuals and the broader community. 

The series culminated with an executive Breakfast 
with Susan Mcgee, 
Ceo for homeward 
Trust edmonton. 
She spoke to 80 
community leaders 
on how edmonton 
has coordinated its 
housing system, 
resulting in reduced 
homelessness and 
increased ability to 
leverage funds from 
all sectors.

pErSoNAl iD STrATEGY (3.13) 
Personal identification (id) is necessary to access 
services, treatment, housing or social assistance.  
id is also required to open a bank account and necessary 
for the new direct deposit rules for federal cheques. 
Consequently, it is a critical factor in people’s well-being. 
Kinna-aweya legal Clinic is chairing a newly formed 
committee to address this issue. 

This strategy builds on the expertise Kinna-aweya has 
in helping vulnerable individuals replace their id. They 
will be training agency staff to help clients replace birth 
certificates, health cards and other important documents. 
Kinna-aweya will also be setting up an “id Bank”. 
individuals can “store” their id, and sign it in and out 
during regular business hours. 

efforts are also underway to educate agencies that 
support new parents on the importance of registering 
births. Too often, births go unregistered, causing 
extreme delays in getting a birth certificate for  
some people.

Housing & Homelessness plans for 2015–2017

•  Conduct a point-in-time homelessness count

•  improve system navigation for individuals at risk of 
homelessness

•  Connect with landlords and developers to increase 
social housing

puBliC poliCY
Federal and provincial governments set public 
policy and determine spending priorities that 
support optimal health for all citizens (result four)

NATioNAl HouSiNG rAllY (3.1)  
Joining other Canadian cities, 70 people came together in 
november to advocate for a national housing Strategy in 
support of result three. This federal policy, with funding, 
is seen as critical in maintaining existing rent-geared-
to-income units in our local housing co-ops. it could 
also provide the impetus to build new social housing and 
address homelessness through the expansion of housing 
First options. First nations leaders also joined the rally 
to advocate for better infrastructure and housing in their 
communities.

Why Addressing 
Homelessness 

Matters

For more information 
and to register, contact 
Kari Chiappetta                             
807-621-6225 
kcconsulting@shaw.ca

Community 
Town Hall 
Meetings

Financial Support Provided By:

The Thunder Bay Housing and Homelessness Coalition presents:

Thursday, October 9, 2014   7:30 am – 9:00 am
Galileo Room, Italian Cultural Centre 
132 S. Algoma Street  
Cost: $10

Ending Homelessness                      
as a Community
Executive Breakfast
Featuring Guest Speaker                                                  
Susan McGee, CEO                     
Homeward Trust Edmonton

Under Susan`s leadership 
Homeward Trust Edmonton 
has undergone significant 
growth to meet the 
requirements and expectations 
of an organization mandated 
to implement a plan to end 
homelessness. In the first 
five years of implementing 
Edmonton’s plan, Homeward 
Trust has developed a Housing 
First program, funding several 
agencies to provide access 
to housing and supports 
to over 2900 individuals. 
Several capital projects are 
underway including permanent 
supportive housing for 
those requiring a high level 
of supports and additional 
services have been added 
to augment the capacity of 
existing agencies.  

Homeward Trust emphasizes 
the importance of culturally 
informed services and 
strives to ensure Aboriginal 
organizations and individuals 
are active partners in 
addressing homelessness as 
experienced by Aboriginal 
community members. 

 

Susan McGee will join us to share her experience as CEO of Homeward Trust 
Edmonton. “Five years into implementing the plan to end homelessness, 
we have a better understanding of the impact of homelessness, costs to 
community and consequences for those experiencing it. Most importantly, 
we are convinced homelessness can be solved. The housing first philosophy 
recognizes that a home is a starting place, not simply a destination. In other 
words, you don’t wait until people overcome their challenges before providing 
them with a home; having housing stability is indeed necessary for long-term 
success. All three orders of government, stakeholders and partners throughout 
various sectors of the community are engaged to develop plans, prioritize and 
implement strategies to ensure success in ending homelessness. While the 
Housing First Program has been very successful, with 3,200 people housed in 
the first five years, it alone will not end homelessness. Emerging challenges 
require relentless commitment to innovate, reallocate resources and evolve the 
homeless serving system. It takes a community.” 

Northwest Regional Human Services                      
and Justice Co-ordination Committee



CHilDrEN & YouTH
All children and youth have optimal success 
and health (result five)

DruG AWArENESS CoMMiTTEE (DAC)  
– SoCiAl MEDiA (5.3) 
daC successfully launched its social media platform as 
a way to improve access to evidence-based information. 
Parents are heavy users of social media, and plans are in 
place to use this medium to educate about how to delay or 
prevent children from using substances. 

    DACthunderbay.com

   @DAC_ThunderBay

    #DACtbay

SCHool BASED SuBSTANCE uSE prEVENTioN AND 
EDuCATioN (5.1) 
The education Table, a sub-committee of daC, completed 
a literature review to identify the evidence around school-
based substance misuse prevention. Thirteen principles  
of promising practice emerged from the literature, 
e.g., take a harm minimization approach and focus on 
developing life skills like decision making. 

School board mental health leads are members of the 
education Table. Plans are in place to determine how this 
information can be used as they move forward on refining 
their mental health and addictions strategies. These are a 
requirement of the Ministry of education’s commitment to 
student mental health and well-being. 

u-TurN: oNE STop ACCESS For YouTH (5.10, 5.13) 
The drug Strategy identified 
the need for improved 
treatment and early 
intervention options for youth, 
as well as better uptake 
of local referral resources 
by professionals. To that end, Thunder Bay Counselling 
Centre, St. Joseph’s Care group and Children’s Centre 
Thunder Bay worked with youth to completely rebrand 
their services. 

rebranded as “u-Turn”, information is now easy to 
find, and easy to navigate for youth and their caregivers. 
using social media, youth ages 12–18 are invited to 
#sharehowufeel as a way to express themselves and 
get connected. The three agencies have noticed an 

improvement in recognition by service providers, social 
media presence, and youth engagement. They continue 
to explore new ways of integrating social media and other 
technology to further engage youth.

riGHT To plAY EVENT For YouTH (5.14) 
2014 saw the formation of the Youth issues Working 
group, with a goal of investigating the provision of harm 
reduction services for youth. as a first step, they hired 
right to Play (youth engagement specialists) to facilitate a 
consultation event with youth from different backgrounds, 
age 16-21 years. 

Questions centred around: What situations do youth find 
themselves in when using substances? What do youth 
need to stay safe in those situations? how can the drug 
Strategy engage youth in moving forward? This group 
is currently preparing a report that will be shared with 
stakeholders and used to decide next steps.

Youth priorities for 2015-2017

•  a review of substance use education materials using  
the guiding principles from the literature review

•  an environmental scan of programming and  
campaigns designed for post-secondary students

iNTEGrATED CArE For WoMEN (5.16) 
The Maternal Substance use & Child issues Working 
group and its research Subcommittee completed an 
environmental scan on evidence-based strategies that 
better meet the needs of women who are pregnant and/
or parenting and struggling with substance use. Findings 
were presented at an education and networking event 
for 29 agency decision makers from different sectors, 
e.g., housing, treatment, and social service. Participants 
discussed how to incorporate the recommendations and 
identified what was needed to move forward.

HArM rEDuCTioN 
people who use substances have optimal 
physical, emotional and mental health  
(result six)

SoS - STrEET ouTrEACH SErViCES (6.2) 
after a summer hiatus, Shelter house 
was successful in securing year round 
funding for SoS for 2015 from a variety 
of sources. This program helps people 
who are street involved and/or publicly 
intoxicated find the help they need such 
as shelter, food or withdrawal management services.  
The SoS teams transported 948 people during January 
to april 2014, and 1,620 people have been transported 
between december 2014 and March 2015. SoS helps 
alleviate pressure on emergency responders and gets 
people access to services that best meets their needs. 
Shelter house continues to seek financial support to 
sustain the program beyond december 2015.  

 
CoMMuNiTY pArAMEDiCiNE proGrAM (6.2) 
Superior north eMS was successful in being selected as 
one of 30 pilot sites for a Community Paramedicine (CP) 
Program, funded by the Ministry of health and long-Term 
Care. under the program, paramedics, when available, 
offer preventative care to people who experience poverty, 
homelessness and substance issues. The goal is to, when 
available, prevent minor problems from reaching a crisis 
level. Community partners also include the Thunder Bay 
district health unit (TBdhu), norWest Community health 
Centres and Shelter house. as access to care improves 
for these high-use populations, pressure on both eMS and 
the emergency department is likely to decrease.
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> > SupErior & THuNDEr BAY oVErDoSE prEVENTioN 
proGrAM (STopp) (6.8) 
in 2014, three agencies delivered overdose training to  
46 individuals, and their friends and family. The emphasis 
is on overdose prevention, signs and symptoms, and 
first aid response. a kit, with naloxone medication that 
reverses the effects of opiates, was also given to  
34 qualifying individuals. in its second year, SToPP 
naloxone kits were reported used in four situations.

People from all walks of life are at risk for opioid 
overdose, however only individuals with an opiate 
using history currently qualify to receive a naloxone kit. 
advocacy is underway to expand access to naloxone for 
ontarians including specific actions to improve access  
for vulnerable populations.   

Harm reduction priorities, 2015-2017

•  expansion of current strategy to provide access to safe 
inhalation kits (6.10)

•  expansion of needle exchange service to primary health 
care clinics, hospitals, pharmacies.(6.22)

•  Training for professionals about harm reduction, 
addiction and iv drug use (6.20)

•  “one-stop” access to primary care, harm reduction 
services, and mental health and addictions screening 
(6.21)

S.T.O.P.P.

Superior Thunder Bay 
Overdose Prevention Program

OverdOSe PrevenTiOn Training

The Superior Thunder Bay Overdose Prevention Program (STOPP) is 
offering overdose prevention training and naloxone kits to those who:

• have a history of opioid use
• are willing to attend a 1 hour training session
• agree to participate in follow-up training

To learn more, call:

Superior Points Harm Reduction Program.........625-8831
Street Nursing....................................................629-2157

NOTE: This is a confidential program.

Are you or someone you know at risk for overdose?

oVErDoSE prEVENTioN TrAiNiNG
are you or someone you know at risk for overdose?
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rECoVErY
rECoVErY iN FoCuS proJECT (6.18) 
led by the drug Strategy and the drug awareness 
Committee (daC) we are well on our way to building a 
“recovery movement” in Thunder Bay. Through stories, 
presentations, social media and recovery day we are 
celebrating the role recovery from addiction plays in the 
lives of individuals, families and our community. it is 
critical to challenge the social stigma around addiction 
so that people know that recovery is possible, and feel 
comfortable asking for help. 

Through funding from the Thunder Bay Community 
Foundation and ontario addiction Treatment Centres 
(oaTC), 10 individuals were trained to tell their stories 
of recovery. The grants also funded the creation of local 
testimonial videos that are now available on youtube. 

Storytellers accompanied daC committee members at 
presentations designed to start a conversation about 
addiction, recovery, harm reduction and stigma. They are 
available to workplaces, students and community groups. 
Seven presentations reached over 150 individuals in 2014. 
recovery in Focus presentations can be booked by calling 
807-625-7998.

Joining 16 other cities, Mayor hobbs 
proclaimed Sept. 20, 2014 as recovery 
day, kicking off a day-long celebration 
and awareness event at Prince arthur’s 
landing. upwards of 150 people viewed 
the “anonymous People” documentary 
on the recovery Movement in the 

united States, and took part in family activities. Plans are 
underway for recovery day 2015, on Sept. 2. 

HEAlTH
people with substance addictions can get 
well (result seven)

ENHANCED WiTHDrAWAl MANAGEMENT SErViCES 
(6.2, 7.8)

after a two year pilot project, St. Joseph’s Care group, 
Balmoral Centre received permanent funding from 
the north West local health integration network for 
enhanced Withdrawal Management Services.

The funding enables the Centre to more effectively 
respond to clients with complex needs and has 
supported the development of new pathways for care 
that are designed to meet individual needs. eMS direct 
Transfer Protocol to Balmoral Centre has also been 
finalized so that, when warranted, paramedics can 
by-pass the emergency department and transport 
individuals directly to the Centre. Funding also provided 
for additional staffing required to enhance home based 
and day treatment supports for those who do not 
require or do not want residential care.

The project has exceeded service targets increasing the 
capacity of Balmoral Centre by more than 90 per cent.  
This project has also helped to reduce pressure on the 
emergency department and Police Service. despite 
these and other investments, needs for those living with 
substance use issues continue to rise. 

SAFE NEiGHBourHooDS 
Community members are safe in their 
neighbourhood (result eight)

iMproVED NEEDlE DiSpoSAl (8.2, 8.4)

Portable needle disposal kits, launched in  
april 2014, continue to be popular with community 
members, people who inject drugs, and organizers 
of neighbourhood clean-up events. 250 kits were 
distributed by the end of the year through partnerships 
with Shelter house, elevate nWo, and Superior Points. 
it has a small biohazard bin, tongs, rubber gloves and 
instructions on how to safely pick up discarded needles. 

The City of Thunder Bay, in partnership with  
Superior Points, installed two new needle disposal  
bins at locations based on frequency of calls to  
Superior Points and the City. 

We envision a world in which recovery from 
addiction is a common, celebrated reality —a 
world where individuals will not experience 
shame when seeking help.

We are passionate about sharing our stories 
of recovery in the hope of inspiring others to 
join us on the rewarding yet diverse path to 
wholeness.

Together we will demonstrate the power and 
proof of recovery from addiction.
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poliCE/MENTAl HEAlTH rESourCE TEAMS (8.13)

The Thunder Bay Police Service has started researching 
current partnership models that match mental health 
specialists with police officers in order to respond to 
mental health and addictions related calls for service. 
Teams in other ontario communities have demonstrated 
improved outcomes for individuals and decreased 
pressure on emergency departments and police 
resources. a task force will be formed to guide the 
process and apply for federal funding.

EDuCATioN  

The Thunder Bay drug Strategy continues to be a 
respected source of information on a wide range of issues 
related to substance use. in 2014, local media consulted 
on the importance of medication assisted therapy 
(methadone/suboxone), safe needle pick-up and disposal, 
housing, stigma, recovery, the unique needs of women, 
managed alcohol programs, and overdose prevention. 

over the last year, the Coordinator made 
the following presentations:

•  Jan. 29, 2014 – Crime Prevention Council: 
accommodation needs assessment and 
Community Plan (housing)

•  May 15, 2014 – leadership Thunder Bay: 
Partnership approach to addressing Substance 
related harms

•  oct. 2, 2014 – oPP Community Service officers:  
5 Pillar approach to addressing Substance  
related harms

•  oct.16, 2014 – City of Thunder Bay Corporate 
Strategic Services Team: 5 Pillar approach to 
addressing Substance related harms

•  Nov. 7, 2014 – Thunder Bay Medical Society:  
5 Pillar approach to addressing Substance  
related harms

•  Nov. 19, 2014 – Thunder Bay district Board of 
health: 5 Pillar approach to addressing  
Substance related harms

•  Dec. 16, 2014 – Thunder Bay Police Services  
Board: 5 Pillar approach to addressing  
Substance related harms

“We believe that recovery 
saves lives.”
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advoCaCY
Thunder Bay drug Strategy 
partners also advocate for 
policies and initiatives that 
support any action in the 2011 
roadmap for Change. in 2014, 
letters were written in support 
of the Kwae Kii Win Centre 
Managed alcohol Program 
and SoS – Street outreach 
Services. a letter expressing 
concern over the elimination of 
the Community Start-up and 

Maintenance Benefit (CSuMB) was also sent to relevant 
provincial Ministers.

MaKing ConneCTionS
The Thunder Bay drug Strategy is a representative  
on many committees with common or aligned goals,  
such as the:

• Thunder Bay Crime Prevention Council

• hepatitis C advisory Committee (hepnet)

• human Services & Justice Coordinating Committee

• Community Paramedicine Task Force

• Withdrawal Management enhancement Pilot Project

• Canadian Students for Sensible drug Policy 
– Thunder Bay region 

• Municipal drug Strategy Coordinators network  
of ontario

• ontario overdose Prevention network

• Thunder Bay Counts

neXT STePS
The City of Thunder Bay, its funding partners and the 
implementation Panel have committed to another  
three-year plan, 2015-2017. Priorities are in the process 
of being finalized as Working groups take stock.  
however, the following priorities are emerging:

•  access to housing that is seamless and meets the 
needs of the individual

•  education for children, their caregivers and educators

•  Training for professionals about harm reduction, 
addictions and iv drug use

•  Building our local recovery Movement

•  demonstration of progress

ConCluSion
The Thunder Bay drug Strategy continues to be busy 
and productive. The collective commitment to a balanced 
evidence-based approach to substance use is evident 
with the progress and efforts that have been made toward 
reducing harms for individuals, families, neighbourhoods 
and communities in Thunder Bay.

For more information visit:

thunderbaydrugstrategy.ca

www.thunderbay.ca/proclamations 

 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2014 
 
WHEREAS, On Recovery Day, Canadians in recovery from addiction will join with 

friends and family to build awareness, challenge societal stigma, and celebrate the 

role that recovery plays in improving the lives of individuals, families, and 

communities. We believe that recovery saves lives. We envision a world in which 

recovery from addiction is a common, celebrated reality - a world where 

individuals will not experience shame when seeking help. We are passionate about 

sharing our stories of recovery in the hope of inspiring others to join us on the 

rewarding yet diverse path to wholeness. Together we will demonstrate the power 

and proof of recovery from addiction; and 

 
WHEREAS, addiction creates a tremendous burden to individuals, families and 

communities in Thunder Bay; and 

 
WHEREAS, many individuals and families have sought help to assist with dealing 

with addiction-related challenges and have embraced recovery with honesty and 

humility; and 
 
WHEREAS, individuals continue to face stigma in our community that makes them 

reluctant to talk about recovery openly, seek help and embrace the freedom that 

recovery represents; and 
 
WHEREAS, recovery needs to be acknowledged, talked about and celebrated by 

individuals, families and communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, many people are living joyously in recovery and are now ready to say 

in unison “I AM IN RECOVERY” and “I am stronger, happier, fulfilled and a more 

connected person because of it”;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, I, Keith Hobbs, Mayor of the City of Thunder Bay, do hereby 

proclaim September 20, 2014 as Recovery Day in the City of Thunder Bay. 

 
 

      

KEITH HOBBS, 
MAYOR 

RECOVERY DAY 

PROCLAMATION      



Adult & Teen Challenge 

Alpha Court

Brain Injury Services of Northern Ontario

Children’s Aid Society of the District of 
Thunder Bay

Centre for Addiction & Mental Health

City Council

City of Thunder Bay

Conseil scolaire de district catholique  
des Aurores boréales

Crime Prevention Council

Canadian Students for Sensible  
Drug Policy - Thunder Bay Region

Community Members

Community Business Members

Dilico Anishinabek Family Centre

District of Thunder Bay Social Services 
Administration Board

Drug Awareness Committee

Elizabeth Fry Society

Fort William First Nation

FWFN Healing Strategy

Ka-Na-Chi-Hih

Lakehead Public Schools

North West LHIN

NorWest Community Health Centres

Salvation Army

Shelter House

St. Joseph’s Care Group

Superior North EMS

Thunder Bay Counselling Centre

Thunder Bay Catholic District  
School Board

Thunder Bay District Board of Health

Thunder Bay District Health Unit

Thunder Bay Housing &  
Homelessness Coalition

Thunder Bay Regional Health  
Sciences Centre

Thunder Bay Police Service

Thunder Bay Police Services Board

Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre
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