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“You are on the right path.” 
- The traditional meaning of the Inukshuk



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR	

VISION MISSION
To improve the health, safety and well-being 
of all citizens by working together to reduce 
the harm caused by substance use.

To implement the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy.

Endorsed by City Council in 2011, the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy is the official community 
plan to address substance related harms. It provides a comprehensive approach to substance 
use issues integrating our five pillars including prevention, treatment, enforcement, harm 
reduction and housing.

We are very proud to share the fifth annual community report. It focusses on the progress the 
Implementation Panel, the Working Groups and our community allies have achieved over the 
last year. The continued collaboration and collective effort of many groups and organizations 
across Thunder Bay is very impressive, and I am pleased with the results we have achieved.

On behalf of the Implementation Panel, I would like to thank the Corporation of the City of 
Thunder Bay for their backbone support, as well as members of our Community Partnership 
who have provided financial and in-kind contributions for 2015-2017.

	 	 	 						COUNCILLOR	REBECCA	JOHNSON
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IMPLEMENTATION 
STRUCTURE
Five Working Groups are well established and 
have incorporated the Strategy’s priority actions.  
Membership is diverse and all attempts are made to 
reflect the Drug Strategy’s Pillars:

Harm	Reduction		•		Enforcement		•		Treatment			
Housing		•		Prevention

The Implementation Panel provides sustainability, 
coordination and oversight of projects and assists 
with evaluating progress. The Panel also created 
the Working Group Advisory Committee comprised 
of all Working Group Chairs, representation from 
the enforcement pillar, the Strategy Coordinator 
and the Strategy Chair. This group meets quarterly 
to review work-plans, progress and cross-
connections to goals of other Working Groups.

Working	Group	Advisory	Committee
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DRUG	AWARENESS	COMMITTEE	(DAC)	
CHAIR, NANCY HERNANDEZ-BASURTO 
The DAC spearheads prevention and education work 
to educate the public about substances and support 
evidence-based prevention strategies. One goal is 
to reduce the stigma around addiction and build a 
compassionate community so people are supported 
in their recovery. DAC joined Recovery Day, a national 
initiative, in 2014 to start challenging assumptions 
attached to addiction, substance use and recovery and to 
start a conversation focusing on recovery and wellness in 
our community. 

HARM	REDUCTION	WORKING	GROUP	
ACTING CHAIR, RICK THOMPSON 
This group works to expand the availability of needle 
exchange services and overdose prevention training, improve 
access to safer inhalation kits, and provide training about 
harm reduction to various service agencies and the general 
public. These strategies have been shown to improve the 
health of people who use substances, and the community 
as a whole. This group has also taken on an advisory role 
to the Superior Points Harm Reduction Program and Safer 
Inhalation Program.

HOUSING	&	HOMELESSNESS	COALITION		
CHAIRS, ALICE BELLAVANCE & CYNTHIA OLSEN 
This Coalition functions as the Community Advisory Board 
(CAB) to the Homelessness Partnering Strategy (HPS) 
with Service Canada. It also functions as the Housing 
Working Group to both the Drug Strategy and the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy. Its mission is to develop a housing 
continuum that is adequate, affordable, and accessible 
to all. The Coalition is comprised of citizens representing 
tenants, landlords, government agencies, service providers, 
and others concerned about homelessness and housing 
in Thunder Bay.

MATERNAL	SUBSTANCE	USE	&	CHILD	WORKING	GROUP		
CHAIR, AIMEE JAUN (ACTING CHAIR, JUANITA LAWSON) 
This group provides professional development on the 
unique needs of women, and is currently engaging 
agencies to identify strengths and gaps in the system. 
The goal is to provide substance involved pregnant and/
or parenting women and their children with continued 

GET INVOLVED! care from both health and community organizations. The 
Research Committee is chaired by Dr. Josephine Tan, 
and looks at best practices for the delivery of services to 
vulnerable women and children in the City and region. The 
goal is to increase local capacity for action and contribute to 
the body of research in the area of maternal substance use.

YOUTH	ENGAGEMENT	WORKING	GROUP		
CHAIRS, NANCY BLACK & CAITLYNN GAUDETTE 
This group engages young people in the development, 
creation and implementation of youth driven programs 
and services. A set of recommendations came from the 
May 2015 Youth Forum and were used to create a work 
plan that engages youth in awareness and advocacy work 
around substance use. It takes a harm minimization 
approach to helping youth stay safe when using 
substances. Building off the previous forum, the working 
group held another engagement session this year to 
further refine some of the youth recommendations.

FOR	MORE	INFORMATION	ON	HOW	TO	GET	INVOLVED	
WITH	A	WORKING	GROUP,	CONTACT	THE	DRUG	STRATEGY	
COORDINATOR		CYNTHIA	OLSEN	AT:	COLSEN@THUNDERBAY.CA

Alice Bellavance Nancy Black 

Juanita Lawson

Cynthia Olsen

Caitlynn Gaudette

Rick ThompsonJosephine Tan

Nancy  
Hernandez-Basurto

Aimee Jaun 
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RESULTS 
 
Using a collective impact framework called results-
based accountability, the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy 
identified eight key results to: 

•  Improve local capacity to prevent/reduce  
substance use

•  Support people to recover from substance 
addictions, and 

•  Create an environment that increases the health 
and safety of all citizens.

Each result has evidence-based actions that can 
contribute to achieving the key results. The following 
is an update on the progress during the fifth year of 
implementation:

RESULT	ONE	-	IMPLEMENTATION
The	community	of	Thunder	Bay	implements	
actions	to	reduce	harms	associated	with	
substance	use

ACTION:	CONTINUED	COORDINATION	(1.2) 
Collective impact theory is based on the idea that complex 
social issues are best addressed when different sectors  
of a community work together. Coordination of the  
Drug Strategy ensures that the five conditions necessary 
for a successful collective impact approach are met, and are:

Common	agenda	for	change	
The recommendations in the 2011 “Roadmap for Change” 
Report continue to drive the actions of the Working 
Groups and partners.

Shared	measurement	systems	
Many of the initiatives profiled in this report work towards 
improving indicators at a community level. 

Continuous	communication	
The quarterly meetings of the Implementation Panel, 
along with the quarterly meetings of the Working Group 
Advisory Committee ensure that communication to 
and amongst Drug Strategy members is continuous. 

Backbone	support	
A dedicated coordinator position is essential to achieving 
the actions in the Strategy and sustaining the partnership. 
In 2014, Thunder Bay City Council supported continuation 
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of its commitment for the three-year term of 2015-2017. 
Members of the Drug Strategy Community Partnership 
followed suit. 

•  St. Joseph’s Care Group

•  Superior North EMS

•  Thunder Bay District Health Unit

•  Thunder Bay Police Service

•  Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre

•  North West Local Health Integration Network  
(one-time commitment for 2015)

Mutual	reinforcement	
Every success in the Strategy is the result of agencies 
working together to coordinate efforts, either as a 
member of a Drug Strategy Working Group or a specific 
task force. 

ACTION:	CENTRE	OF	EXCELLENCE	(1.4)	
In partnership with the Centre of Rural and Northern 
Health Research, a proposal requesting financial 
support from the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care 
will be funded. It outlines a region-wide engagement 
plan that will identify a model for a Centre of Excellence 
for Addictions and Mental Health for Northwestern 
Ontario best suited to the unique needs of the north. 

RESULT	THREE	-	HOUSING
All	people	in	Thunder	Bay	have	access	to	safe,	
appropriate	and	affordable	housing

ACTION:	MANAGED	ALCOHOL	PROGRAM:	KWAE	KII	
WIN	CENTRE	(KKW)	(3.11) 
The KKW Centre continues to offer support and 
accommodation to 15 men and women who have 
experienced long-term homelessness and chronic and 
severe problems related to alcohol use. The Housing 
& Homelessness Coalition Community Advisory Board 
supports this program through HPS funding from Service 
Canada. Shelter House continues to seek financial support 
to sustain this important program. The City of Thunder Bay 
approved a one-time increase in funding to continue to 
operate the program while other options are explored. 

KKW is one of about 12 managed alcohol programs 
across Canada, but there is still little research about 
their long-term impacts. 

>
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Research suggests that participating in the managed 
alcohol program was associated with several positive 
outcomes, such as fewer hospital admissions, police 
contacts leading to custody, detox admissions, and some 
alcohol-related harms. 

ACTION:	AWENEN	NIIN	(3.13)	
Kinna-aweya Legal Clinic officially launched Awenen 
Niin in the summer of 2015 to help vulnerable 
individuals replace their identification (ID) and 
provide a secure location to “store” their personal 
ID, and sign it in and out during regular business 
hours. ID is necessary to access services, treatment, 
housing or social assistance and is also required to 
open a bank account, necessary for the new direct 
deposit rules for federal cheques. It’s a critical 
factor in people’s well-being. Since 2012, they 
have obtained 674 unique pieces of ID through ID 
Clinics. Since the launch of Awenen Niin, 40 clients 
have enrolled and used the services. Kinna-aweya 
continues to seek financial support to sustain this 
vital program in our community.

ACTION:	POINT	IN	TIME	(PIT)	COUNT/20,OOO	(20K)	
HOMES	CAMPAIGN 
In January 2016, the Thunder Bay Indian Friendship 
Centre and the Lakehead Social Planning Council 
led the PIT and 20K initiatives with support from 
the Drug Strategy and Poverty Reduction Strategy. 
Over 24 hours, more than 150 volunteers conducted 
interviews with 189 homeless individuals, and tallied 
approximately 200 more individuals with no fixed 
address that were in institutions such as the hospital, 
detox or jail. The count provides vital information 
about our homeless population, and will contribute to 
the understanding of homelessness in Canada. 

Supported by the Government of Canada and the Canadian 
Alliance to End Homelessness, the PIT Count was funded 
by the HPS from Service Canada. Thunder Bay conducted 
the first coordinated homeless count in Canada, and also 
marked the first community to conduct the 20,000 Homes 
Registry in conjunction. The aim is to identify, by name, 
those who are homeless in a given community and  
assess their vulnerability in order to prioritize their 
housing needs. 

RESULT	FOUR	-	PUBLIC	POLICY
Federal	and	provincial	governments	set	public	
policy	and	determine	spending	priorities	that	
support	optimal	health	for	all	citizens

ACTION:	ADVOCACY	
The Drug Strategy has positioned many strong 
statements of advocacy within our Strategy document 
(Roadmap for Change, March 2011). As a result, we 
have stated ‘positions’ on a variety of federal, provincial 
and municipal issues. The opportunity to advocate as a 
group is a constant presence and the Drug Strategy is 
frequently requested to comment on current events at 
all levels. The following advocacy efforts were supported 
over the past year:

•  Improved access to naloxone federally and provincially

•  Development of a provincial overdose prevention 
  action plan

•  Implementation of needle distribution programs in  
federal prisons

•  Development of a federal housing strategy

•  Administration of the Housing Security Fund locally

ACTION:	LETS	START	A	COMMUNITY	PLAN	TO	ADDRESS	
ALCOHOL	RELATED	HARMS 
In February 2016, over 60 community stakeholders 
gathered at Ka-Na-Chi-Hih to share and discuss stories 
about alcohol, and talk about a community approach to 
reducing alcohol-related harms. 

Thunder Bay Point in Time Count Data 2016
Gender Identity

MALE

29.56%69.71%

FEMALE

191 14 7 56

FIRST NATIONS
METIS

NON-STATUS 

ABORIGINAL IDENTITY

INUIT

213 HOMELESS PEOPLE STATED 
ABORIGINAL IDENTITY

SOURCES OF INCOME

41.6 %

25.7 %

7.9 %

7.9 %

5.9 %

5.9 %

3.0 %

1.0 %

1.0 %

ONTARIO WORKS
ODSP (DISABILITY BENEFITS)
NO INCOME
MONEY FROM FAMILY/FRIENDS
EMPLOYMENT
INFORMAL EMPLOYMENT (BOTTLE RETURNS, PANHANDLING)
SENIORS BENEFITS
WSIB
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

0.73%

Total Veterans - 13
Total Immigrants - 3
New to Thunder Bay within the past year - 80

1 20
NON ABORIGINAL

NO RESPONSE

289
TOTAL # OF 

HOMELESS 

PEOPLE 

INTERVIEWED

APRIL, 2016

66% 5% 2% .03% 19% 7%

Non-Surveyed Dependent Children

1214

TRANSGENDER
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Hosted by the Thunder Bay District Health Unit, the 
event coincided with the release of a community report 
describing alcohol consumption, impacts, potential 
solutions and community perspectives gathered by the 
Health Unit over the last year.  
 
The goal is to develop a collaborative community 
approach to prevent and reduce the harms arising from 
risky alcohol use in our city.

RESULT	FIVE	-	CHILDREN	&	YOUTH
All	children	and	youth	have	optimal	success	in	health	

ACTION:	WORKING	TOGETHER	TOWARD	A	COMMUNITY	
RESPONSE	TO	SUBSTANCE	USE,	PREGNANCY	&	
PARENTING	(5.16)	
Women who use substances and who are pregnant or 
parenting have unique needs. Our recent literature review 
found that many factors are linked to substance use and 
addiction for women, and there are several evidence 
based models of care that improve recovery outcomes for 
families impacted. Findings of this review were presented 
at an education and networking event in 2015. Participants 
discussed how to incorporate the recommendations and 
identified what was needed to move forward.

 
Over 50 participants attended the engagement event 
‘Working Together Toward a Community Response to 
Substance Use, Pregnancy & Parenting’ in April 2016. 
Findings about the services and supports offered in 
Thunder Bay were shared, as well as the strengths and 
gaps in our system. Preliminary steps are underway to 
create a shared model of care, improved collaboration, 
and improved outcomes for mothers and their children.

 
ACTION:	RIGHT	TO	PLAY	&	YOUTH	SPEAK	EVENTS	(5.14)		
Over the past year, the Youth Engagement Working Group 
developed a work plan based on the six recommendations 
that came from the 2015 Right-To-Play event, and 
organized another engagement session, YOUth SPEAK, 
held in May 2016 to fine-tune two recommendations 
youth made on Safer Spaces. Youth co-facilitators from 
Thunder Bay and Ottawa led the event with approximately 
30 participants to discuss harm reduction and the creation 
of safer spaces to support youth impacted by substance 
use and mental health. The results of this engagement 
session will be summarized, and a core group of youth 
and adult allies will work together on an implementation plan. 

ACTION:	TRENDS	&	PROMISING	PRACTICES	IN	SCHOOL-
BASED	SUBSTANCE	MISUSE	PREVENTION	(5.16)	
The Thunder Bay Drug Awareness Committee led the 
development of Trends and Promising Practices in 
School-based Substance Misuse Prevention – A Review 
of the Literature (2015), through the formation of the 
Education Table Working Group made up of partners from 
the Thunder Bay District Health Unit, Lakehead Public 
Schools, Conseil scolaire de district catholique des Aurores 
boréales, the Thunder Bay Catholic District School Board 
and the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy.  

 
The goal was to strengthen the capacity of education 
and health stakeholders to work collaboratively toward 
evidence-informed practice in school-based substance 
misuse prevention. There has been interest provincially in 
the results of this literature review and to date it has been 
shared with 40 provincival and regional stakeholders.

RESULT	SIX	-	HARM	REDUCTION	
People	who	use	substances	have	optimal	
physical,	emotional	and	mental	health	

ACTION:	SOS	-	STREET	OUTREACH	SERVICES	(6.2)		
The SOS program helps people who are street involved 
and/or publicly intoxicated find the help they need 
such as shelter, food or withdrawal services. The SOS team 
provided 6.670 transports for people between April 2015 and 
March 2016. SOS helps alleviate pressure on emergency 
responders and ensures people get access to services 
that best meets their needs. Shelter House continues 
to seek financial support for long-term sustainability of 
this important program.

>

>
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ACTION:	SUPERVISED	INJECTION	SERVICES	
FEASIBILITY	STUDY	(6.14)	
The Ontario HIV Treatment Network, with the support of 
the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy, have begun assessing the 
feasibility of supervised injection services (SIS) in Thunder Bay. 
Feasibility research is also occuring in London, Ontario as part 
of the overall study. The goal is to explore whether people who 
inject drugs in our city will use services, and any concerns 
they might have. This, along with stakeholder interviews and 
community consulation, will determine if supervised injection 
services will help respond to public health and public order 
concerns in the community. 

SIS provide a safe, legal space where people have 
access to sterile injecting equipment and can inject their 
own drugs under the supervision of nurses or other 
healthcare staff, and also provide people who inject 
drugs with basic medical care and link them to other 
health and social services. They are meant to be part 
of a continuum of care for people with addiction issues, 
which range from low threshold harm reduction services 
through to abstinence based addiction treatment.   

ACTION:	COMMUNITY	MOBILIZATION
THUNDER	BAY	(CMTB)	
Building on existing partnerships, a three-year 
Community Mobilization Thunder Bay (CMTB) pilot project 
was created to design, plan and implement a Center of 
Responsibility (COR) to support operation of Situation 
Tables in Thunder Bay and the region. Representatives 
from the following organizations will serve on the 
Steering Committee:

•  Thunder Bay Police Service 

•  Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)

•  Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service 

•  Anishinabek Police Service

•  Dilico Anishinabek Family Care

•  Thunder Bay Crime Prevention Council 

•  Thunder Bay Drug Strategy 

•  Human Services Justice Coordinating Committee 

The group is eager to set a new direction in 
Community Safety through the establishment of a Hub 
Model, including the development of a Situation Table 
and COR. The Situation Table itself will consist of 
multi-sector service providers collaborating to provide 
immediate, coordinated and integrated responses 
to support individuals, families, groups or locations 
that have been identified by partners to be at acutely 
elevated risk of harm. We recognize the critical 
importance of implementing a risk intervention model 
in Thunder Bay to help address some of our pressing 
social issues and to increase community safety and 
well-being for all of our community members.  
 
The Steering Committee is awaiting to hear back on a 
recent application for funding through the Proceeds of 
Crime Grant while work is in progress with the partners to 
develop a terms of reference to move this project forward. 

Studies	have	shown	the	following	positive	
impacts	on	communities	where	SIS	are	located:

• Reduction in risks of HIV transmission and 
overdose deaths

• Increased usage of addiction treatment services

• Reduction in extent of injection drug use in  
public places

• Reduction in amount of injection-related litter in 
public places
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ACTION:	ROCKIN’	RECOVERY	(6.18) 
As part of the 2nd Annual Recovery Day, an event known as 
Rockin’ Recovery  was held at Marina Park in September 
2015. Hundreds of people attended to celebrate the role 
recovery plays in our community. The event was a means 
to engage our community and broader public to build a 
“recovery movement”, provide education, raise awareness 
and help reduce stigma related to addiction.  

The event, hosted by the Drug Awareness Committee, in 
partnership with the Drug Strategy, featured local stories 
of recovery, musical entertainment, food vendors and 
local resources. Recovery Storytellers presented a signed 
a guitar to symbolize that they, along with thousands of 
others in our community are truly rocking recovery – they 
are recovery rock stars. The guitar was presented to the 
City as a reminder that we are all part of the recovery 
process and how crucial it is to create a supportive and 
compassionate community.

RESULT	EIGHT	-	SAFE	
NEIGHBOURHOODS	
Community	members	are	safe	in	their	
neighbourhood	

ACTION:	DRUG	STRATEGY	COMMUNITY		
AMBASSADORS	(8.2,	8.3,	8.4,	8.7)	
Building on a 2015 pilot project of the Crime Prevention 
Council, the Drug Strategy has hired two students to be 
Community Ambassadors for eight weeks. Their roles 
include walking the streets in the Downtown South 
Core and North Core, and the Bay/Algoma District. 
Their aim is to create a consistent positive presence 
in the neighbourhoods, meet with businesses and 
organizations to hear about concerns in the area, 

clean up garbage – including drug related litter, report 
incidents of graffiti and monitor for other emerging 
safety issues. They will work with Superior Points, 
Elevate NWO, PACE and Urban Abbey during their time 
with the Drug Strategy and then will continue eight 
more weeks with the Crime Prevention Council.

ACTION:	IMPROVED	NEEDLE	DISPOSAL	(8.2,	8.4)	
Launched in April 2014, portable needle disposal 
kits continue to be popular with community 
members, people who inject drugs, and organizers 
of neighbourhood clean-up events. Approximately 
75 kits are distributed annually through 
partnerships with Shelter House, Elevate NWO, 
and Superior Points, as well as through the Drug 
Strategy Community Ambassadors to businesses/
organizations that wish to have one. It has a small 
biohazard bin, tongs, rubber gloves and instructions 
on how to safely pick up discarded needles. 

ACTION:	POLICE/MENTAL	HEALTH		
RESOURCE	TEAMS	(8.13) 
Since June 2015, the Canadian Mental Health 
Association - Thunder Bay Branch, the Thunder Bay 
Police Service, Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 
Centre and the Northwest LHIN have been discussing 
options for supporting the mental health needs and 
service gaps that currently exist in the community. This 
need was initially identified by the Thunder Bay Police 
Service after reviewing current data of the volume of 
mental health related calls for service and wait times at 
the hospital.

They have explored a number of crisis response models 
across the province that have demonstrated improved 
outcomes for individuals and decreased pressure on 

>
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emergency departments and police resources. A strategic 
planning session was held in March 2016 and included 
partners from the addictions, police services, health, EMS, 
hospital and mental health sectors. A draft model was 
created and preliminary steps are underway to implement 
the Community Crisis Response Model as a pilot project 
in Thunder Bay.

ACTION:	VIOLENCE	PREVENTION	RESEARCH 
The Thunder Bay District Health Unit, the Thunder Bay 
Crime Prevention Council and the Thunder Bay Drug 
Strategy have partnered to work toward the development 
of a community violence prevention strategy. The goal 
of the project is to engage key stakeholders and the 
community to identify key concerns and obtain feedback 
on actions needed in our community to prevent violence 
and reduce harm from violence. 

Violence has far-reaching consequences for youth, 
individuals, neighbourhoods and for our community as a 
whole, beyond serious physical injury and death. Statistics 
alone do not accurately reflect the true level of violence 
in our city, as we know that the majority of violence goes 
unreported. By gathering qualitative information through 
a public consultation process, the community has the 
opportunity to share information and gain a greater 
understanding of the many forms of violence in order to 
identify priority areas to reduce and prevent violence.

EDUCATION
The Thunder Bay Drug Strategy continues to be a 
respected source of information on a wide range of 
issues related to substance use. In 2015 - 16, local 
media consulted on supervised injection services, harm 
reduction, safe needle pick-up and disposal, housing 
and homelessness, stigma, recovery, the unique needs 
of women, and the prevalence of overdose and overdose 
prevention efforts. 

INTERSECTIONS	TRAUMA	TRAINING	
An expert in the field of trauma was in Thunder Bay 
to present a comprehensive training program entitled 
Intersections: The Interplay between Addiction, Mental 
Health and Trauma to provide insight into current trauma, 
attachment and neuroscience research. The event was 
sponsored by the Thunder Bay Drug Strategy. Lori Gill, 

founder and lead therapist at the Attachment and Trauma 
Treatment Centre for Healing, Registered Psychotherapist, 
Certified Trauma Specialist, trainer, Consultant Supervisor 
for the National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children 
and a psychology professor delivered the session to more 
than 110 attendees at the Victoria Inn.

INTERNATIONAL	OVERDOSE	AWARENESS	DAY		
As a symbol of condolence for International Overdose 
Awareness Day, flags were lowered to half-mast at City 
Hall, and 37 t-shirts were displayed to recognize each life 
lost in 2013 to an overdose. Held annually on August 31, 
the goal is to raise awareness about overdose, to reduce 
the stigma associated with substance use and drug 
related deaths, while acknowledging the impact overdose 
has on families, friends and communities. The event 
originated in Australia in 2000, and this was the first time 
it has been held in Thunder Bay.

Over the last year, the Coordinator made the 
following presentations:

•  October	6,	2015 – Zone Watch – 5 Pillar 
Approach to Addressing Substance  
Related Harms 

•  November	17,	2015 – Thunder Bay Police 
Services Board – Drug Strategy Update

•  December	17,	2015 – Leadership Thunder Bay 
Municipal Day – Drug Strategy Update

•  April	25,	2016  – Working Together Toward 
a Community Response to Substance Use, 
Pregnancy & Parenting – Results of Key 
Stakeholder Survey 

•  May	4,	2016 – YOUth SPEAK – 5 Pillar Drug 
Strategy and Harm Reduction

•  May	10,	2016  – Lakehead Social Planning 
Council AGM – Making Thunder Bay  
Better for Everyone



MAKING CONNECTIONS

• Thunder Bay Crime Prevention Council

• Hepatitis C Advisory Committee (HepNet)

• Human Services & Justice Coordinating Committee

• Supporting Women through Adversity in the North 
(SWAN)

• St. Joseph’s Care Group Community Advisory 
Committee

• Thunder Bay Counts

• Thunder Bay Poverty Reduction Strategy

• Community Mobilization Thunder Bay Steering 
Committee

• Municipal Drug Strategy Coordinators’ Network of 
Ontario

• Ontario Overdose Prevention Network

• Ontario Integrated Supervised Injection Services 
Feasibility Study
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The Thunder Bay Drug Strategy is a representative on many committees with common or aligned goals, such as the:
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NEXT STEPS
The City of Thunder Bay, the Drug Strategy funding 
partners and the Implementation Panel have committed 
to continuing with implementation on selected priorities 
for the 2015-2017 term.  

The Drug Strategy is also committed to update the 
strategy through strategic planning and community 
engagement by early 2017. 

CONCLUSION
The Thunder Bay Drug Strategy continues to be busy 
and productive. The collective commitment to a balanced 
evidence-based approach to substance use is evident 
with the progress and efforts that have been made toward 
reducing harms for individuals, families, neighbourhoods 
and communities in Thunder Bay.

For more information visit:

thunderbaydrugstrategy.ca



Adult & Teen Challenge 

Alpha Court

BaySafe

Brain Injury Services of Northern Ontario

Children’s Aid Society of the District of 
Thunder Bay

Centre for Addiction & Mental Health

City Council

City of Thunder Bay

Conseil scolaire de district catholique des 
Aurores boréales

Crime Prevention Council

Community Members

Dilico Anishinabek Family Care

Drug Awareness Committee

Elizabeth Fry Society

Fort William First Nation (FWFN)

FWFN Healing Strategy

Joseph Esquega Health Centre

Ka-Na-Chi-Hih

Lakehead Public Schools

Northwest LHIN

NorWest Community Health Centres

Ontario Provincial Police

People Advocating for Change through 
Empowerment

River Terrace Pharmacy

Salvation Army

Shelter House

St. Joseph’s Care Group

Superior North EMS

Thunder Bay Counselling Centre

Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board

Thunder Bay District Health Unit

Thunder Bay Housing & Homelessness 
Coalition

Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 
Centre

Thunder Bay Police

Thunder Bay Indian Friendship Centre

Urban Abbey
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