
Community Perspectives and Perceptions on Violence, Impacts and Prevention Opportunities

72% Verbal
49% Emotional
44% Bullying
36% Physical
28% Racial

Five Most Common 
Forms of Violence

Statistics alone regarding the prevalence of violence do not tell the whole story, because it is 
understood that violence is vastly undereported. Violence is a complex issue and therefore 
requires a greater understanding of the experience of violence on individuals and communities.

Where Violence is Occuring

Top 10 Prevention 
Recommendations

Who is Experiencing Violence Most?
Women

Indigenous People

Children & Youth

People Who Identify as Disabled

LGBTQ2S+ Community

The purpose of this community assessment was to deepen our understanding of violence 
in Thunder Bay by reaching out to community members to learn about their experiences 
with violence, as well as to solicit ideas that could be used to inform prevention strategies.

53% On the Street
27% In the Home
27% Workplace

To capture the voice of local individuals who had experienced violence 
 
To capture the voice of individuals who provide supports/services to 
individuals who experience violence in Thunder Bay 

To indentify key concerns regarding violence in Thunder Bay

To identify prevention opportunities and key recommendations to 
prevent and reduce harm from violence in Thunder Bay
 

PURPOSE

BACKGROUND

GOALS

METHODS

RESULTS

34 stakeholder interviews

9 community focus groups (47 individuals gave feedback)

1164 completed online surveys

CONCLUSIONS

“Where are we really 
lacking? Meeting social 
determinants of health: 
housing, shelter, food... all of 
those things play out.  
I think in some way violence 
is a report card, telling us 
that we’re not doing a very 
good job, because that’s 
what it’s resulting in. Lack of 
coping skills, desperation, 
not enough services in 
place.”  
                                                                                                                 

Among those who reported experiencing violence within the past 12 months, there 
appears to be some significant gender differences, in terms of the types of violence 
experienced, as illustrated in the following chart:

With the exception of gang violence, where men reported experiencing this type of 
violence almost two times more than women, women experienced verbal, physical, 
emotional and sexual violence and stalking at higher rates than men. In some cases, 
such as physical, emotional and sexual violence, the differences were substantial.

Participants said that these interventions were needed in our city to prevent or 
reduce harm from violence:

A thematic analysis was used to integrate qualitative and 
quantitative data from:

A mixed methods research design was used to gather 
information from participants, through individual and agency 
interviews, focus groups and a community survey. 

J. Vis, R. Scofich, 
L.A. Chevrette, C.Olsen, 
K. Ongaro

While prevention efforts typically take years before measured 
change can be realized, the findings and recommendations offered 
provide a base from which to explore, develop and implement 
efforts to prevent and reduce the harms from violence in Thunder 
Bay.

63% Substance Misuse Treatment & Prevention

55% Poverty Reduction

- Interview Participant

50% Safe, Affordable Housing

48% Changes to the Justice System

47% Skill Building for Youth

47% Neighbourhood Safety Programs

36% Services for Women

32% Community Education 
             and Awareness of Violence

29% Improved Response and Services to 
             Protect Children

28% Anti-racism Programs

76%

41%

35%

Anxiety & Depression

TOP 3 
IMPACTS OF VIOLENCE

November 2017

Fear of Public Places

Fear of Others

Drug Strategy

29%
OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS IDENTIFIED THAT 
THEY HAD EXPERIENCED VIOLENCE AND/OR 
ABUSE IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS.

(N=310)

71%29%

Types of Violence Experienced by Gender


