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Ward Meetings
Everyone Welcome!

For more information on City 
Council Meetings & agendas, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/councilmeetings

WESTFORT WARD 
Councillor Kristen Oliver
Tuesday, Oct. 22 –  
7 pm
West Thunder 
Community Centre
915 Edward St. S.

Agenda:
1. Presentation - Health and the Built 

Environment
2. Ward & City Issues

GREAT PUMPKIN COMPOST 
COLLECTION  
When the Halloween festivities 
are over, residents are 
encouraged not to throw away 
their pumpkins, jack o'laterns, 
and organic fall decorations, 
and instead participate in the 
public compost collection. Since 
the collection began in 1995, 
approximately 475 tonnes of 
pumpkins have been diverted 
from the landfill to the municipal 
composting facility. Bins will be 
set up from November 1-10.

Remember to remove all candles 
and other non-compostable items.

Drop off locations:

· County Fair Plaza on Dawson Rd

· Intercity Shopping Centre 
overflow lot on Fort William Rd

· Westfort Playfield on Neebing 
Ave 

PUMPKIN PARADE 
Take part in the 3rd Annual 
Thunder Bay Pumpkin Parade at 
Hillcrest Park on Friday, Nov. 1, 
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. Bring your 
jack o'lanterns to share your 
creativity, or just come to check 
out all the pumpkins on display.

  

VISITOR CENTRE HOURS
The Tourist Pagoda is now closed 
for the winter season. The Terry Fox 
Information Centre has resumed its 
winter hours  – 7 days a week  
9 am - 5 pm – with the exception  
of the following holidays (Oct 14, 
Nov 11, Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1)

McKELLAR WARD 
Councillor Brian 
Hamilton 
Wednesday, Nov. 6 –  
7 pm
Oliver Road Rec 
Centre, 563 Oliver Rd.

Agenda:
1. Dease Pool Update
2. VictoriaVille Centre Update
3. Ward & City Issues



mytbay  F E A T U R E  3

Grassroots Movement Brings 
Thousands Together 
The inaugural Wake the Giant Music festival took 
place at Marina Park on Sept. 14 and had over 
4000 people in attendance.

The festival grew out of a grassroots movement 
encouraging local businesses to demonstrate 
their commitment to the safety and well-being of 
Indigenous youth, by placing Wake the Giant signs 
on their storefronts, letting the local Indigenous 
community know they are welcome there with 
open arms. The ‘Wake the Giant’ project aimed to 
contribute to co-creating an inclusive community, 
by helping to identify and increase safe spaces in 
Thunder Bay.
The City of Thunder Bay joined the Wake the 
Giant Initiative, endorsing its objectives and 
displaying the decals in City of Thunder Bay 
facilities. Community Services awarded a $10,000 
Event Development Grant to support the Wake 
the Giant music festival. Corporate Strategic 
Services and the Youth Inclusion Program will 
provide additional supports to the Wake the 
Giant’s efforts to enhance cultural awareness and 
education efforts.
“Every year, hundreds of Indigenous students leave 
their families and communities to come to Thunder 
Bay for high school. Upon arrival, these same youth 
are then exposed to a wide range of challenges, 
including racism and discrimination,” said Lee-Ann 
Chevrette, Coordinator of the Thunder Bay Crime 
Prevention Council. 
In response to the findings of the Seven Youth 
Inquest – specifically Recommendation 116 – 
The City of Thunder Bay is working closely 
with Nishnawbe Aski Nation, Dennis Franklin 
Cromarty High School, Matawa Education & 
Care Centre and Keewaytinook Okimakanak, on 
a new project to heighten public awareness of, 
and change attitudes to, the obstacles, challenges 
and misconceptions faced by Indigenous students 
attending high school in Thunder Bay.
“We are very excited to share this project with the 
community so watch for it in 2020,” she added.
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Get Involved in the Review of City Services
In March 2019, City Council 
approved a review to improve 
understanding of the programs 
and services currently provided by 
the City, and provide information 
that will allow Council and 
administration to make informed 
strategic choices regarding those 
programs and services. 

The City of Thunder Bay has 
engaged Grant Thornton LLP to 
conduct the review.
The objective is to help City 
Council achieve its goals and 
determine how the Corporation can 
improve the services that matter 
most to Thunder Bay residents, 
both now and into the future. It 

will result in recommendations 
about the ability of services to meet 
current and future user needs, and to 
support optimal use of resources and 
infrastructure to provide services 
effectively and efficiently.
The review will be done in two 
phases. Phase one, to be completed 
by mid-November 2019, will seek to 
better understand how value is being 
delivered to citizens through City 
programs and services.
Phase two will assess any possible 
alternatives to the current models for 
delivery, and create opportunities for 
stakeholder and public input on those 
recommendations. Grant Thornton 
will provide citizens, elected officials, 

and City staff with a framework 
detailing potential options, costs and 
benefits, and feasibility of delivery 
options for the future. This phase of 
work will be completed by June 2020.

SHARE YOUR VIEWS!

Meet with the project team to 
learn more, discuss the project 
and provide your views.

Wednesday, Oct. 23, Drop-in 
between 12 noon - 4:30 pm
and
Thursday, Oct. 24, Drop-in 
between 8:30 am - 1 pm

City Hall Lobby, 500 Donald St E

For more information, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

Submit Water Meter Readings   •   Find your closest bus route   
Get the latest city news    •   Report graffiti    •   Apply for City Jobs 
Events and emergency notifications    •     Connect with local government 
and so much more!

Connecting with the City of Thunder Bay has never been easier!
Pingstreet puts helpful City information and engaging tools in the 
palm of your hand.

Download for free today

DOWNLOAD THE CITY'S 
FREE MOBILE APP
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Reimagine Options for Victoriaville Centre
The City has begun to look at 
alternatives and select a preferred 
option for Victoriaville Centre’s future.

In the early 1970s, the Province of 
Ontario established the Downtown 
Revitalization Program for cities 
with less than 125,000 residents. 
Port Arthur had recently revitalized 
its Downtown and Fort William did 
not offer a competitive downtown 
retail environment. The program 
was well-timed as retail was leaving 
Fort William and relocating to Port 
Arthur and the Intercity area.  
The Victoriaville Centre was 
constructed in 1979.  The tenants 
are now primarily health and social 
services related, and government 
offices, with multiple vacancies.  
Victoriaville now also requires 
significant capital investment. 
Victoriaville Centre has been losing 
money for many years. Internal 
projections suggest that the Centre 
will continue to lose money at an 
escalating rate – from a $468,000 
operating loss in 2018 to an 
estimated $561,500 operating loss 

projected for 2025. Total losses over a 
ten-year period are estimated by the 
City at approximately $9.3 million.
Significant stakeholder and 
community engagement was 
undertaken in 2016 regarding 
the possible demolition of the 
Victoriaville Centre. A public 
presentation was delivered to 
approximately 150 attendees and 
an additional 1300 questionnaires 
were received in person and online. 
Almost 9 out of 10 respondents 
indicated that the Victoriaville 
Centre does not improve the 
downtown South Core, does not 
provide sufficient public benefit 
relative to it’s operating deficit, and 
that the cost to demolish and reopen 

Victoria Avenue is justified by cost 
savings over time.
Many respondents felt that 
Victoriaville Centre actually 
accelerated the decline of the South 
Core rather than improving it.
Recommendations going forward 
must consider operational and 
ownership models that are best 
suited to achieving the goals 
outlined by the City. These include, 
achievable in the short-medium 
term, cost effective, sustainable, 
good value for money invested, result 
in positive economic and social 
impact, beneficial to the downtown, 
and balance the needs of the 
businesses, resident population and 
the general public. 

For more information, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

SHARE YOUR VIEWS!

Meet with the Project Team 
from Urban Systems to learn 
more and discuss the project 
moving forward.

Tuesday, Oct. 29, Centre Court 
– Victoriaville Mall

Two Drop-In Sessions 
10 am – 1 pm & 4 pm – 7 pm

 Following the 2016 consultation, Council directed a review 
to “Reimagine Victoriaville” so that  City Council [may] 
select a preferred option for the Victoriaville Centre that will 
be conceptually detailed in the City's Official Plan through 
an adopted Secondary Plan. 

In conclusion, the following 
questions must be considered:
Does Victoriaville Centre serve a 
public purpose, and if so, is there 
a role for the City to play in its 
ownership and management?
What options are possible for a 
revitalized Victoriaville Centre 
that are economically sound, 
programmatically sound, and enjoy 
broad community support?
How can we formalize the 
vision through the adoption of a 
Secondary Plan?

“

”Submit Water Meter Readings   •   Find your closest bus route   
Get the latest city news    •   Report graffiti    •   Apply for City Jobs 
Events and emergency notifications    •     Connect with local government 
and so much more!
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The City of Thunder Bay’s Parks & Open 
Spaces Section is asking residents for 
their feedback to help shape the design 
and reconstruction of three existing 
playgrounds at Boulevard Lake Park, 
Centennial Park and Vickers Park. 

““It's important to understand the needs 
of those residents who are actually using 
the playgrounds,” said Werner Schwar, 
Supervisor – Parks & Open Spaces 
Planning. “If we have an understanding of 
what the users would like, there is a better 
chance that we can incorporate the ideas 
and increase park usage. Our goal is to 
promote physical activity and spending 
time outdoors.”
Throughout the summer and fall months, 
staff went out to the three parks to ask 
for feedback using interactive boards. 
Residents had the opportunity to rank 
and vote on features, share their ideas, and 
choose what kind of playground equipment 

Residents can have their say on the design until of the new playgrounds 
until November 30, by visiting: thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

they’d like. Options like swings, slides 
climbers, fitness equipment, a zipline, 
balancing platforms, and others. The 
interactive boards also included questions 
around the theme of the playgrounds, 
materials, colour schemes, whether to 
separate age groups and park amenities.
An important consideration in upgrading 
the playgrounds is investing additional 
funds into improving accessibility and 
inclusivity at Boulevard Lake Park and 
Vickers Park.
Playground design concepts will be 
based on resident feedback. Design of all 
playgrounds is expected to be completed 
by the summer of 2020. Centennial Park is 
proposed to be the first playground to be 
rehabilitated with construction beginning 
in the fall of 2020. Vickers and Boulevard 
Lake playgrounds will be rehabilitated in 
future years as budget allows.
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Amazing Race 
Highlights Local 
Wonders
In May, over 80 members of the crew, 
cast and contestants of The Amazing 
Race Canada arrived in Thunder Bay 
to embark on a whirlwind tour of the 
city and area.

Contestants were tasked with cutting 
and packaging cheese, axe-throwing, 
flying drones and more, all while 
competing in Canada’s highest rated 
television series.

“They visited major attractions 
around the city and out in the 
country as well. Tourism Thunder 
Bay provided them with a suite of 
attractions including well-known 
attractions and other sort of off-the-
beaten-path places,” said Paul Pepe, 
Manager - Tourism Thunder Bay.

Pepe said The Amazing Race crew 
was “one of the largest media crews” 
to arrive in the city in some time.

The episode featuring the Thunder 
Bay leg of the race aired on CTV on 
August 27. Highlighting some of the 
area’s beauty and natural wonders, 
the episode was seen by over 2 
million viewers.

Photos: CTV

ROCKIN’
RECOVERY

For more information, visit Thunder Bay Drug Strategy

PRESENTED BY:

 IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

Alpha Court, CMHA, Dilico, 
Sister Margaret Smith Centre, 

PACE, Stand Up 4 Clean Up, 
Thunder Bay Counselling, Matawa 

PROUD SPONSORS:

THANK YOU 
to the valued Presenters, Sponsors and 

Committee Members for their roles in making 
Rockin Recovery 2019 a huge success!

20
19
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Join us on Thursday, Nov., 14 at 6 pm for an evening of celebration at this 
year’s Arts & Heritage Awards.

Tickets are $40 each and include a pre-show cocktail reception, the award 
ceremony and access to the after party. It will be night to remember!

Honouring a variety of achievements, 
the Thunder Bay Arts & Heritage 
Awards is a yearly event held by the 
City that celebrates local individuals, 
groups and businesses involved with 
arts and heritage. 

“Arts, culture and heritage 
play a vital role in 
our City,” said 
Louisa Costanzo, 
Supervisor of Cultural 
Development & 
Events. “We realize 
how important 
supporting our cultural 

Celebrating Community Arts & Culture

My TBay
October/November 2019

www.tbpl.ca
345-8275

Waverley ..................... 11 am - 8 pm
Brodie ......................... 11 am - 8 pm
Mary J.L. Black .......... 1 pm - 8 pm
County Park ............... 1 pm - 5:30 pm

Open House / Customer Appreciation Day
Tuesday, October 22

In celebration of Ontario Public Library 
Week, please visit any library location 
to share in refreshments, meet the staff 
and update your library card. This is a 
celebration, complete with door prizes 
and give-aways!

sector is and how essential this 
investment is to our City.  From 
music and dance to visual arts, new 
media and heritage, Thunder Bay is 
enriched, enlivened, and enhanced 
by culture.”

Award categories represent a 
wide spectrum of Thunder 

Bay's cultural sector 
from music, film, stage 
performance, literature, 
visual arts, photography 
and heritage to cultural 
organizations, venues, 
events, volunteers and 

supporters.

Get your tickets today at  the Magnus Theatre Box office or online 
at magnus.on.ca
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Waste Reduction Week is Oct. 21–27

For more information visit: 
ecosuperior.org/wrw

Reducing the amount of waste we 
create is an easy way to help make 
a difference in our environment 
every day. 

Whether you're 
at home, on the 
go, in the office, 
or at school, 
there are many 
opportunities to 
go green by reducing, reusing, and 
recycling. Remember, the limit for 
curbside garbage in Thunder Bay is 
now two items, so take some time 
and check out these events and 
promotions to learn how you can 
reduce the waste you send to landfill.

TAKES PLACE BETWEEN 
TUESDAY, OCT. 29 AND 
FRIDAY, NOV. 8
Look for the leaf symbol               on your Waste Collection  
Calendar for your leaf & yard waste collection date.

Use Kraft (paper) bags only, available at many grocery 
and hardware stores to collect leaves and organic garden 
waste, and place at the curb on your regular recycling day.

No limit on leaf and yard waste. Bag/bundle must not weigh 
more than 18 kg (40 lbs.)  No grass clippings please.

FOR MORE INFO: contact Infrastructure & Operations at 625-2195
SOLID WASTE & 

RECYCLING SERVICES
SOLID WASTE &  

RECYCLING SERVICES

FALL LEAF & YARD WASTE COLLECTION

Waste Reduction Week is funded by the City of Thunder Bay and delivered by EcoSuperior

Week Long Promotions:

· Free Composter and Rain 
Barrel Delivery Service

·  Recycling is as Easy as  
1, 2, 3 Lunch and Learn

· Bag Bonanza Reusable  
Bag Drive

· Get Caught Recycling

· Waste Reduction Week Trivia

· Information Displays

PUBLIC TOUR OF THE CITY OF  
THUNDER BAY SOLID WASTE AND 
RECYCLING FACILITY
Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2 pm

Ever wonder where your bags of 
garbage go once they leave the 
curb? Don’t miss the opportunity 
to witness the behind-the-scenes 
operations the City of Thunder 
Bay Solid Waste & Recycling 
Facility.  The tour is free of 
charge and transportation is 
available. Call 624-2141 or visit 
ecosuperior.org/wrw for shuttle 
location and to reserve a seat 
now! Space is limited.

COMPOSTING 101 WORKSHOP
Thursday, Oct. 24 
6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Composting is a simple way to 
reduce your curbside trash by as 
much as 30 percent and provides 
a great source of superb natural 
fertilizer for your lawn and 
garden. Learn the ins and outs of 
both indoor (vermicomposting) 
and backyard composting 
including troubleshooting 
and tips. Call 624-2141 or visit 
ecosuperior.org/wrw to register 
for this free workshop. You can 
also pick up a composter during 
the workshop for just $30.

EVENTS
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P R E S E N T E D  B Y : In support of  

THANK YOU to all of our sponsors, donors, volunteers and players for taking part 
in this year’s Mayor’s Mulligan Golf Tournament. More than $15,500 was raised, 
bringing the 15 year running total to over $208,500!

Presenting Sponsor: TD Bank
Platinum Sponsors: Acadia Broadcasting, Chronicle 
Journal, City of Thunder Bay, Golf Thunder Bay
Gold Sponsor: Subway, Halfway Motors
Silver Sponsor: Thunder Bay Community Auditorium
Putting Green Sponsor: Acadia Broadcasting
Raffle Draw Sponsor: Porter
Breakfast Sponsor: Marostica Subaru
Dessert & Goodie Bag Sponsor: Thunder Bay 
International Airport Authority
Cart Sponsor: First General
Wine Sponsor: Bruno’s Contracting
Beverage Cart Sponsors: Waste Connections, Sleeping 
Giant Brewing Company
Hydration Sponsor: Tbaytel

Tee Box Sponsors:
Brett Young Seeds
Canadian Tire
Enns Brothers
Ful Flo Industries 
Labatt’s Brewing

Loudon Bros 
Microage Computer Centres
NMP Golf Construction
North Rock Environmental Inc.
Prairie Turf Equipment
Synergy North
 

Sincerely, Mayor Bill Mauro

HAVE
YOUR SAY

LEARN 
MORE

SHAPE 
YOUR CITY

Join the conversation at: thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

Hey Thunder Bay, We’ve Made It Easier To Get Involved!

• Stay connected

• Share your opinion

• Get project information

• Find out what’s happening

• Learn how your input is used

• Read fi nal reports and outcomes

• Discover more ways 
to get involved 



Need funding for your 
community project?
Through the Tbaytel for Good Community Fund, we want 
to help you make a difference in your community. Tell us 
about a project, a need, or an idea that you require funding 
for – with a community group, volunteer-run or not-for-profit 
organization, or at your school or workplace.

Submissions Open September 3 to October 11 
Public Voting October 28 to November 8 
Winners Announced November 18

We’re in it together

@tbaytel     |     tbaytelforgood.net

Red Lake Family 
Entertainment Series, 
Spring 2019 Winner

StandUp4CleanUp, 
Spring 2019 Winner


