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Healthy and happy kids are the 
building blocks to a prosperous 
community and Michael and Lisa are 
confident that their children will 
contribute to a brighter future  
because of the responsible young 
adults they are learning to become. 

Michael and Lisa are the parents to 
four very active and outgoing kids. 
Selena, 17 years old, David, 14 years 
old, Catherine, 13 years old, and 
Miranda, 12 years old, have all 
grown up participating in a variety 
of activities. Their parents believe it 
was important to expose them to 
different activities that would allow 
them to build social skills and  
develop an appreciation for  
teamwork. “It makes me happy and 
proud as a parent to see my kids 
being able to have fun, smile, laugh, 
and interact with new kids”, says 
Michael. They make new friends 
easily and are “able to express 
themselves in various ways”,  
resulting in long lasting friendships 
made over the years. 

Catherine and Miranda are looking 
to rotate hockey and soccer, David 
rotates baseball and hockey, and 
Selena does hockey and  
cheerleading. Michael says all of his 
children are role models for new, 
younger, or less experienced  
teammates.   

When the Junior World Baseball 
Championship came to Thunder Bay, 
David’s positive attitude and team 
spirit was acknowledged and he was 
asked to be a flag holder during the 
opening ceremonies. Selena was 
awarded the Aboriginal  
Achievement in Sports award and 
participated in track & field and  
volleyball in the Aboriginal Summer 
Games in British Columbia.  

While David is the joker of his team, 
keeping teammates and parents 
smiling and bringing positive energy 
to the group, Miranda is the one 
who keeps the family on schedule. 
She makes sure that the family 
leaves early for games or practices 

because she likes to arrive early and 
be well prepared. Catherine is the 
one who likes to reminisce on past 
experiences and is proud to recount 
her accomplishments, while Selena 
uses sports to keep her focussed 
and maintaining her grades.  

Although each of his children is  
impacted differently, Michael thinks 
the overall benefits for the family 
are the same, “A really positive  
impact on my kids and us parents 
and teaching our kids to live a  
positive and healthy lifestyle.  
Without [PRO Kids], I don't think 
that we would be where we’re at as 
positive parents and positive role 
models. Encouraging them to make 
the right decisions and providing 
them with a healthy household and 
opportunities. PRO Kids has been a 
great impact in my life and in the life 
of my family. I thank them for all 
that they have been able to do for 
me and my kids.” 

Proud as a Parent 
BY JOCEYLN VARNEY  



RECYCLING PROGRAMS 

EVENTS IN 20 19 

Well Equipped for 2019! 
BY ALLY DROMBOLIS  SPORTS  EQUIPMENT 

PRO Kids has partnered with Play it Again 

Sports in the most ingenious way! The value 

of your quality used sports equipment can 

go on the PRO Kids credit account. PRO Kids 

refers children who need equipment to 

access this account. This leaves the fitting to 

the professional sales representatives at the 

store and children are suited with  

equipment that meets required safety 

standards. Your equipment is effectively 

recycled through the store, and PRO Kids 

get the credit. Everybody wins! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
CELLPHONES 
Drop off locations include: 

Tbaytel, 959 Fort William Rd. 

The Power Centre, 707 Memorial Ave. 

Touch Unwired, 1080 Lithium Dr. 

PRO Kids was delighted by not one but three 

generous acts of kindness revolving around 

equipment donations in 2018!  

1 Stride Orthopaedics & Footwear purchased 

an extra 60 children’s cleats to donate to PRO 

Kids. Richard Bosch, Co-Founder of Stride  

Orthopaedics, presented PRO Kids with the 

cleats in early May. Since then, PRO Kids has 

been able to pair the cleats with young soccer 

and baseball players whose families cannot 

afford new equipment.  

2 In late summer, George Jeffrey Children’s 

Foundation held its annual Hometown Heroes 

golf tournament. The event was hosted by 

Carter Hutton of the Buffalo Sabres. Carter 

approached his hockey equipment sponsor, 

Warrior Sports, for $2000 in customized 

equipment to be donated to the tournaments 

silent auction. Parker Jones and his brothers 

bid and won the equipment and donated it to 

PRO Kids. PRO Kids paired the equipment with 

a young aspiring hockey player in need. 

3 The Human 

Resources 

and  

Operations  

departments’ 

at Tbaytel 

not only 

raised over 

$4,000 in 

support of 

PRO Kids, but ran an equipment drive. This 

large amount of donated equipment was 

brought to our partner, Play it Again Sports, 

where the value was credited to the PRO Kids 

account for low income families to access and 

purchase equipment for their children.  

PRO Kids would like to once again thank all 

parties for donating this equipment to families 

in need.    

For more information on our Play it Again 

Sports recycling program please visit our 

events page at ww.prokidsthunderbay.ca. 

No Accidents 
Here! 
BY ALLY DROMBOLIS  

A big thank you and congratulations to the 

employees of Resolute Forest Products  

Thunder Bay for reaching 1 million  

injury-free hours in 2018!  

Recognized as one of the safest pulp and 

paper mills and a world class facility,  

Resolute staff donated $5000 to PRO Kids in 

celebration of their achievement.  

For more information on how to donate and  

help children and youth in need access  

recreational activities, please visit our  

donate page at www.prokidsthunderbay.ca.   

MAC’S FAMILY SKATE 
PRO Kids spring Family Skate will be  
returning April 5 @ the Fort William 
Gardens. Only $3 admission. Don’t forget 
your skates! 

 
QUIZ NIGHT 
PRO Kids first ever Quiz Night 
will be held  in  March @ the 
Finlandia. To register your team 
call 625-2340! 
 
CONQUER THE TOWER 
Returning November 2019!Think you’re 
brave enough to take the plunge off the 
Canada Games Complex diving towers ? 
The more money you raise, the higher 
you must jump. Call 625-3212 to sign up 
today! 

www.prokidsthunderbay.ca 


