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ON THE COVER:
On January 1, 1970 the cities of Fort William, 
Port Arthur and the geographic townships 
of Neebing and McIntyre merged to form 
Thunder Bay. Mayor Saul Laskin, previously 
Mayor of Port Arthur, became Mayor of 
Thunder Bay. Page 3 for more

Notices

MAYOR BILL MAURO
Office: 625-3600 | Fax: (Office) 623-1164
E-mail: bmauro@thunderbay.ca 

Councillors:
ALBERT AIELLO, MCINTYRE WARD
Cell: 629-7531
E-mail: aaiello@thunderbay.ca 

MARK BENTZ, AT LARGE
Cell: 628-6910
E-mail: mbentz@thunderbay.ca 

SHELBY CH’NG, NORTHWOOD WARD
Cell: 708-1983
E-mail: schng@thunderbay.ca

ANDREW FOULDS,  
CURRENT RIVER WARD
Residence: 766-9914
E-mail: afoulds@thunderbay.ca

CODY FRASER, NEEBING WARD
Cell: 633-3846
E-mail: cfraser@thunderbay.ca 

TREVOR GIERTUGA, AT LARGE
Cell: 628-4790
E-mail: tgiertuga@thunderbay.ca

BRIAN HAMILTON, MCKELLAR WARD
Cell: 251-2551
E-mail: bhamilton@thunderbay.ca 

REBECCA JOHNSON, AT LARGE
Residence/Office: 577-2807 | Fax: 577-4837
E-mail: rjohnson@thunderbay.ca

BRIAN MCKINNON, RED RIVER WARD
Residence: 767-3945 | Fax: 768-4823
E-mail: bmckinnon@thunderbay.ca

KRISTEN OLIVER, WESTFORT WARD
Cell: 627-2036
E-mail: koliver@thunderbay.ca

ALDO RUBERTO, AT LARGE
Cell: 628-5547
E-mail: aruberto@thunderbay.ca

PENG YOU, AT LARGE
Residence: 768-0827 I Cell: 628-4305
E-mail: pengyou@thunderbay.ca 

Ward Meetings
Everyone Welcome!

For more information on City 
Council Meetings & Agendas, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/councilmeetings

NORTHWOOD WARD 
Councillor  
Shelby Ch’ng
Wednesday, Feb. 12 –  
7 pm
Kinsmen Youth  
Centre
609 James St. N. 

Agenda:  
Ward & City Issues

 
REIMAGINE VICTORIAVILLE 
OPEN HOUSE
On February 13, meet with 
members of the project team as 
they present three analyzed and 
evaluated options and provide 
the public with an opportunity to 
provide feedback.

Two Sessions: 
11 am - 1 pm & 5 pm - 7 pm 
Centre Court - Victoriaville Mall

For more information, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

WATCH FOR THE 
SPRING KEY
The Spring Key, 
your community 
recreation guide, 
comes out the 
weekend of  
Feb. 22.

Watch for it in the mail, pick it up 
at locations around town, or read 
it online at: thunderbay.ca/thekey

RED RIVER WARD 
Councillor Brian 
McKinnon 
Thursday, Feb. 13 –  
7 pm
Thunder Bay 55  
Plus Centre
700 River St.

Agenda:  
Ward & City Issues
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DOWNLOAD CITY APP TODAY!
Connecting with the City of 
Thunder Bay has never been 
easier!

Pingstreet, the City's free mobile 
app, puts helpful City information 
and engaging tools in the palm of 
your hand.

With real-time, one-touch access, 
you can:

·   Find your 
closest bus 
route

·   Apply for a 
City job

·   Submit your 
water meter 
reading

·   Report a 
service 
problem

·   Receive notifications on major 
City events and emergencies

·   Connect with local government

·  and so much more!

Download on any mobile device for 
free today.
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For more information, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/onecityfiftyyears

One City. Fifty Years. 
On January 1, 1970, Mayor Saul 
Laskin rang the H.M.C.S. Fort William 
and H.M.C.S. Port Arthur ships’ bells 
simultaneously, ushering in a new 
era that officially merged Port Arthur, 
Fort William and the Townships of 
Neebing and McIntyre.

After more than 50 years of discussing 
amalgamation including two public 
plebiscites in 1920 and 1958, the issue 
was finally settled. Well sort of. 
Prior to the official amalgamation, 
citizens from Fort William and Port 
Arthur voted on what name the new 
city should be. However, the options to 
choose from were limited. The choices 
included Thunder Bay, Lakehead, or 
The Lakehead. This ultimately led to a 
split vote where the majority of citizens 
chose a variation of Lakehead and yet 
the name, Thunder Bay, won. Despite 
where one sits on the name front, 
Thunder Bay definitely beat previous 
suggestions before the vote, which 
included the awkward-sounding Port 
Fort and the cringeworthy Grainopolis.
There’s a historic context to the 
name Thunder Bay, too. Europeans 
arriving in the 17th century learned 

that local Indigenous peoples often 
referred to the area as Anemki, 
which is Ojibwa for thunder. In 
addition, during the days of the fur 
trade, the French voyageurs called 
the place Baie du Tonnerre, or Bay 
of Thunder. In more recent times, 
when Scouts Canada held its nation-
wide Jamboree here in 1997, it was 
such a stormy summer that one 
camp counselor was heard saying, 
“So this is why you call this place 
Thunder Bay!”
The newly minted city of Thunder 
Bay did not entirely erase old rivalries 
between Port Arthur and Fort 
William, but we have come a long 
way since Rudyard Kipling’s visit that 
resulted in this observation, quoted 
from Letters of Travel 1892 - 1913, 
published in New York, 1920:

Despite some growing pains and 
squabbles about what side of the city 
new developments should go—which 
to some degree still occurs, our 
young city continues to be a place 
where people come together and are 
stronger for it.
As we move forward into 2020, the 
City of Thunder Bay invites everyone 
to celebrate our 50th anniversary 
since amalgamation. It is a time to 
reflect on our collective past, and 
in doing so, the public can submit 
images and memories on the City’s 
50th website of moments that they 
feel define our history. Friends 
and family from out of town are 
encouraged to visit this year as well 
to continue our City’s legacy as a 
gathering place well into the future.

On January 1, 1970 the 
cities of Fort William, 
Port Arthur and the 
geographic townships 
of Neebing and McIntyre 
merged to form Thunder 
Bay. Mayor Saul Laskin, 
previously Mayor of 
Port Arthur, became 
Mayor of Thunder Bay.

O N E  C I T Y   F I F T Y  Y E A R S

"They [Fort William and Port Arthur] hate each other with the pure, 
poisonous, passionate hatred which makes towns grow. If Providence 
wiped out one of them, the survivor would pine away and die - a 
mateless hatebird. Someday, they must unite and the question of the 
composite name they should carry already vexes them."

About the Author
Rebecca Eras 
works at 
the City as a 
Communications 
Officer. Born and 
raised in Thunder 
Bay, she left the 
city to pursue 

a career in public relations. While 
studying at Humber College’s School 
of Media Studies, she returned 
to Thunder Bay in the summer of 
2002 to work in communications at 
Fort William Historical Park. That 
summer, she also volunteered to 
write a column in The Chronicle-
Journal for the City’s Simply the 
Best civic pride campaign, assuming 
the position of a tourist and taking 
a second look at her surroundings. 
As Thunder Bay celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary, Rebecca has come 
full circle, returning to once again 
support her hometown in showing its 
civic pride in 2020.

By Rebecca Eras, Communications Officer, City of Thunder Bay 
This article originally appeared in the January 2020 issue of The Walleye
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Our Vision
Our vision for Thunder 
Bay is One City, 
Growing Together.

Thunder Bay will foster 
an inclusive city focused 
on service excellence 
and partnerships to 
provide a high quality of 
life to our citizens. We 
embrace and celebrate 
our diversity as it makes 
our community a vibrant 
and dynamic place to 
grow. 

Lead  
Provide civic leadership to advance mutual 
respect, equal opportunity and hope.

Serve 
Advance service excellence through a citizen 
focus and best use of technology.

Grow 
Focus on city building and social 
infrastructure to strengthen our economy, 
lifestyle and well being.

Renew 
Focus on essential infrastructure, revitalize  
our cores and enhance  
our Image Routes.

Our Strategy
• Growth and prosperity

• Community safety and  
well being

• Cost-effective and 
quality services to 
citizens

• Financial sustainability 
to provide and 
maintain service and 
infrastructure levels

• Environmental 
stewardship

Our Priorities 

ONE CITY, 
GROWING TOGETHER 2019-2022

To see the full Plan, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/stratplan

The 2019-2022 Corporate Strategic Plan, One City, Growing Together, was adopted by 
City Council on February 3. The City’s Strategic Plan guides the decisions and actions 
of City Council and Administration for the next four years and beyond.

ONE CITY, 

GROWING TOGETHER
2019-2022

JANUARY 27, 2020
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Key Dates for Property Taxes
Citizens will now have received their 
Interim Tax Bill for 2020.  

The interim billing is based on 50 per 
cent of the 2019 tax rate and the 2019 
assessment. To request a copy of an 
Interim Tax Bill, contact the Revenue 
Division at 625-2255. 

Feb. 29

• 2019 tax adjustments (property changes such as ownership to an 
exempt body, building razed by fire or demolition, removal of a 
mobile home or clerical errors)

• 2019 property tax rebate for registered charities and not-for-profit 
organizations 

July 31

• 2020 property tax and water credit for low-income seniors and 
low-income persons with disabilities

• 2020 property tax and water credit for low-income persons 

DEADLINES FOR ADJUSTMENTS, TAX REBATES AND CREDITS

Tax Bill Due Dates

First Installment March 4

Second Installment May 6

For more information, or to print a tax adjustment, rebate or 
credit form, visit: thunderbay.ca/taxes  

2019 Summer Company participants at the Staples Summer Company Trade Show.

Entrepreneurial students between 
the ages of 15-29 who want to 
start and grow their own business 
throughout the summer months 
are encouraged to apply to the 
Summer Company 2020 Program. 

Summer Company is Ontario’s flagship 
youth entrepreneurship program that 
provides training, mentoring, and 
funding of up to $3,000.
Successful applicants will learn how 
to start and run their own summer 
business, while being their own boss 
and learning what it takes to manage 
a business. Students would develop 
their skills in areas such as sales, 
marketing, bookkeeping, customer 
relationship management, and 
networking.
Since 2014, the Thunder Bay and 
District Entrepreneur Centre has 

had over 70 successful applicants go 
through the program. During the 
program students will receive advice 
and mentorships from local business 
leaders that will help get their 
business up and running.
Applications are on a first come first 
serve basis. A limited number of 
applications will be approved. 
Application deadline is May 17, 2020.

Apply online today at: ontario.ca/summercompany

Helping Young Entrepreneurs 
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1970 
Fort William Hydro and Port Arthur Public 
Utilities Commission merge  
to form Thunder Bay Hydro

1978 
Mayor Eleanor Joan 
(Dusty) Miller is elected 

1970
Amalgamation  
On January 1, the cities 
of Fort William, Port 
Arthur and the geographic 
townships of Neebing 
and McIntyre are merged 
to form Thunder Bay. 
Mayor Saul Laskin, 
previously Mayor of 
Port Arthur, becomes 
Mayor of Thunder Bay

1973  
Mayor  
Walter 
Assef  
is elected 

1981 

Mayor  
Walter Assef  
is re-elected 

1982 
Marina Park continues  
to develop on the 
waterfront 

1985 
Mayor  
Jack 
Masters  
is elected 

1985 
Thunder Bay Community  
Auditorium opens 

1991 

Mayor  
David 
Hamilton is 
elected 

1992 
Animikii – “Flies the Thunder,”  
designed by Anne Allardyce,  
is installed in the Kaministiquia 
River Heritage Park

1993 
Terry Fox Visitor Information 
Centre opens to the public

50 Years Since Amalgamation
The City is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the amalgamation of the former cities of Fort William 
and Port Arthur and the Townships of Neebing and McIntyre, resulting in what is now Thunder Bay. 

Many memorable civic moments have taken place throughout the years. Check out some of those moments here, and in a 
vibrant civic timeline on display in the lobby of City Hall, highlighting the defining moments of our collective history.
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1992 
Animikii – “Flies the Thunder,”  
designed by Anne Allardyce,  
is installed in the Kaministiquia 
River Heritage Park

1995 
City of Thunder Bay 
celebrates  
25th Anniversary

1997 
Mayor 
Ken 
Boshcoff is 
elected 

1993 
Terry Fox Visitor Information 
Centre opens to the public

2000 
Thunder Bay 
named the year’s 
Forestry Capital 
of Canada 

2003 

Mayor  
Lynn 
Peterson  
is elected 

2007 

Bare Point water 
treatment plant 
undergoes a 
major upgrade 
to provide water 
for the whole city 

2009 

New City Hall 
renovation with 
McGillivray Square 
is completed, 
including Terra 
Firma, the first 
public art installed 
under the Clean, 
Green and 
Beautiful policy

2010 

Mayor  
Keith Hobbs 
is elected

2011 
Prince Arthur’s Landing 
opens to the public featuring 
a revitalized, year-round 
waterfront complete with 
public art installations. 
Ours to Celebrate

2016 
Fort William First Nation flag is permanently  
raised at City Hall, recognizing that Thunder 
Bay is built on the traditional territory of 
Fort William First Nation, signatory to 
the Robinson Superior Treaty of 1850

2018 

Mayor  
Bill Mauro 
is elected 

2019 

St. Joseph’s Residential School Memorial 
monument is installed at Pope John Paul 
II School, honouring survivors and all 
the children who never made it home
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In 2019, the City of Thunder 
Bay received funding from 
the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities along with the 
Province of Ontario’s Municipal 
Energy Plan program for the 
creation of a Community Energy & 
Emissions Plan (CEEP).

EarthCare Thunder Bay will conduct 
a community-wide energy use and 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) 
inventory and develop an action plan 
to reduce energy consumption and 
GHG emissions, with the ultimate 
goal of being carbon neutral by 2050.
“The project will bring together City 
staff and officials, energy experts, 
local businesses, institutions, 
industry, not-for-profit organizations, 

and the community,” said Amy 
Coomes – Sustainability Coordinator. 
“We understand that the community 
plays an important role in this 
process and we encourage everyone 
to get involved and have their say.”
Sustainability Solutions Group 
(SSG) is the lead consultant on the 
development of the CEEP, and is 
a workers co-operative focused on 
state of the art community energy 
planning, climate action planning 
and climate change adaptation 
projects. SSG has engaged Arbora 
Management Services to assist in 
local engagement and workshop 
delivery for the CEEP process.
EarthCare Thunder Bay is a 
partnership between the City of 
Thunder Bay and the community. 

EarthCare’s mission is to lead the 
community toward environmental 
health, and as a result improve 
the social, cultural, and economic 
wellbeing of future generations.
 

Changes to Drinking Water System

City Aims to be Carbon Neutral by 2050

The pH of the drinking water of the 
City of Thunder Bay is changing as 
the City will phase out the addition 
of sodium hydroxide.

As a result of regulatory changes 
in Ontario, the City was mandated 
to implement a corrosion control 
plan to reduce lead levels at the 
tap. Sodium hydroxide was added 
to the City’s drinking water in 2016 
as part of a pilot study, as approved 
by the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP).
In 2018, sodium hydroxide was 
introduced city wide as a corrosion 
inhibitor to reduce lead levels at the 
tap for customers with lead service 
pipes or internal lead plumbing. 
Although the use of sodium 
hydroxide is effective at reducing lead 

levels, increased reports of pinhole 
leaks in pipes have been received 
which require further review.
The City is working closely with the 
MECP and the Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit on this change to the 
drinking water and evaluating other 
means of corrosion control that may 
be implemented in the future. All 
customers should routinely flush 
their pipes prior to consumption to 
maintain water quality at the tap by 
taking a shower, flushing the toilet, 
doing a load of laundry, or running 
your cold water tap to clear the pipes.
Drinking water filters will be 
available to all customers with lead 
service pipes.
“In the coming weeks, customers 
with lead service pipes will receive 

additional information on this 
change and will be provided with a 
drinking water filter for one year at 
no charge,” said Michelle Warywoda, 
Director – Environment Division. “It 
is important customers use the filter 
provided as lead found in drinking 
water can pose significant health 
risks. This is especially important 
for homes with children under the 
age of 6, pregnant women, or women 
planning a pregnancy.”
The City of Thunder Bay Water 
Authority’s top priority is to maintain 
a safe and sustainable supply of water 
for citizens.

For more information and 
to take the survey, visit: 
thunderbay.ca/getinvolved

For more information, contact the Infrastructure & Operations Dispatch 
at 625-2195, or visit: thunderbay.ca/drinkingwater
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ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

SNOW SCULPTURES, GIANT DOUBLE ICE SLIDE, 

ICE RING TOSS, ICE FISHING, SKATING PARTY, 

INTERACTIVE ART & MUCH MORE

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
12-5 PM

PRINCE ARTHUR’S LANDING, MARINA PARK

thunderbay.ca/snowday

PRESENTING SIGNATURE FEATURE

FAMILY DAY
City Aims to be Carbon Neutral by 2050
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GOALS OF THE PROGRAM

· Increase individual and community safety and well-being

· Increase knowledge and skills (including life skills)

· Change attitudes and behaviours

· Improve relationships

· Deepen trust

· Connect youth with needed services and programs

· Engage youth in pro-social recreational and cultural programming

· Reduce contacts with the justice system

· Connect youth to pro-social, recreation, cultural, education, and 
employment programming and opportunities.

In August 2018, Public Safety 
Canada announced their support 
for the City of Thunder Bay to 
launch a Youth Inclusion Program 
(YIP) in the community.

Funded through the National Crime 
Prevention Strategy, the five-year 
program targets participants aged 12-
24, with a special focus on Indigenous 
youth who go to Thunder Bay to 
continue their education.
The program aims to connect youth 
with programming and services to 
keep them safe, address risk factors 
to crime and victimization, and 
increase protective factors. It is 
expected to reach 1,075 participants 
over its duration. The program is 
youth-centered, youth-focused and 
youth-led.
“We have been working in the 
Limbrick, Vale and Windsor, Picton, 
Blutcher neighbourhoods with a 
focus on building relationships with 
families and youth living in these 
areas,” said Ahnika Bruetsch, Project 
Manager – Youth Inclusion Program.

“In the coming months, we will 
expand programming to the Simpson, 
Ogden neighbourhood.”
Staff are on-site with youth to 
build trusting relationships, create 
conditions for youth to connect 
with opportunities, other programs, 
services and supports as well as the 
neighbourhood in positive ways. 
They also help identify and facilitate 
pathways to opportunities and care, 
and are able to advocate on behalf of 
youth and their families.
"Youth need to feel safe in our 
community and everyone shares in 
the responsibility to make it so," 
added Bruetsch.
"The Youth Inclusion Program 
provides our community with 
an opportunity to demonstrate a 
collective community commitment 
to youth safety and well-being and 
to provide abundant supports and 
opportunities so that all youth can 
thrive. Making positive change in the 
lives of youth requires commitment 
and collaboration within all sectors of 
the community."

 

Making Positive Change in Lives of Youth

For more information, visit: thunderbay.ca/youthinclusion
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Make A Difference: Volunteer Today!
Come out and make a difference 
at one of your Community 
Centres. Volunteers of all ages 
are needed to contribute in a 
variety of ways.

Assist with one-time Events: 
Winter Carnivals, Craft Sales, 
Bingos, Family Fun Nights or 
organizational duties in the 
Centre.
Larger Opportunities: Children’s 
non-competitive Sports Program 
coaches and administration, 
Member of the Board of 
Directors or fundraising event 
coordination. 

Contact your Neighbourhood Community Centre 
to begin making a difference 

Current River 450 Dewe Ave 683-8451

North End 954 Huron Ave  345-1951

North McIntyre 2051 Government Rd 767-1400

Oliver Rd 563 Oliver Rd 345-9531

South Neebing 1841 Mountain Rd 475-4622

Vickers Heights 1695 Broadway Ave 577-4041

West Thunder 915 Edward St  475-9393
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W I S C O N S I N

Use your home data plan anywhere 
in the U.S. for just $8/day

$8/day

RoamAway DailyPass is available on qualifying postpaid plans only. DailyPass is applicable only while roaming in the U.S. (including Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). DailyPass is valid each day until 11:59 p.m. (EST) regardless of the time zone in which you are roaming or the 
time of day it was added. DailyPass fee is only charged on days where you are roaming and is triggered when you use your device to make any call or text, or access data. DailyPass may be used for as many days within your bill cycle as you like and you will be charged $8/day 
for each of those days. Should you exceed the data or minutes included in your monthly plan, you will be charged the domestic overage rate applicable to your monthly plan, in addition to the DailyPass fee. Data speeds may vary while travelling. TM Rogers and the Mobius 
Design are trademarks of or used under license from Rogers Communication Inc. or an affiliate.

The all-new
Roam Away Daily Pass

Roam Away Daily Pass

Roam Away Monthly Pass

Roam Away Travel Plans

Roam Away U.S. Pass Roam Away U.S. Plans

Roam Away Data Daily Roam Away Data Packs

Roam Away Daily Roam Away Bundles

1

Daily Roaming U.S. Bundles

2

3

4
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Roam Away Data Daily Roam Away Data Packs
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Daily Roaming U.S. Bundles

2

3

4
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Visit an Authorized Tbaytel Dealer
Call Customer Care 807-623-4400 or 1-800-264-9501

tbaytel.net/roamaway


